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The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity	27th September 2026
Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion 
Preacher:	Rev Jon Dean
4.00pm:	Café Church

	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England
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	Hymns (HOAN)

Introit		15	All hail the power of Jesus’ name
Gradual	257	He is Lord 
Offertory	458	Name of all majesty
Comm. 	30	Amazing grace
Recess.	499	O Lord, my God
Anthem 	Call to remembrance (Farrant)


	

	This week we pray:
Church: that we may be bold in sharing the love of Christ and faithful in serving our local communities. Guide our leaders, ministers, and all people of faith to walk in the way of peace and humility. For a spirit of genuine love and service within and across our congregations.
World:  For areas torn apart by war, violence, and division across our world. We pray for leaders of nations, that they may choose dialogue over conflict and work to protect the vulnerable and oppressed.
Community: we pray for our local GP Surgery and District Nurses and for all of the residents at Fry Court.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Gill, Celia, Marina, Stephanie, Steve - all we remember personally.
Anniversary: Carol Gallagher, George Watkins, (Ian Curtis, Bill Hutchinson, Brian Lee, Alec Wright, Harry Gawthorpe, Mary Cumbor, June Hutchinson)






COLLECT
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly city where we shall see you face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

FIRST READING – EZEKIEL 18: 1-4 and 25-end
The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel:
“‘The fathers eat sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?
“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son – both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one who will die.
“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, O house of Israel: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he has committed he will die. But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he will save his life. Because he considers all the offences he has committed and turns away from them, he will surely live; he will not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?
“Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offences; then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offences you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live!”
SECOND READING – PHILIPPIANS 2: 1-13
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
GOSPEL READING – ST MATTHEW 21: 23-32
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism – where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven’, he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men’ – we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.”
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, and make us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

NEWS FOR THE PEWS

Open Church As part of the Pilgrim Places network, St Oswald’s Church will be open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Cafe Church Join us in the Church Hall for Cake and Conversation at 4pm and then Informal Worship, Teaching and Discussion at 4.30pm.  Everyone welcome and Groups for Children and Young People.  Today we are looking at what the Bible says about Is Money the root of all Evil?  Contact Nick Land (01642778076 drnickland@aol.com)

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

A brand new version of the Bible Course which explores God's Story - one step at a time - with the help of some high quality videos is now available.  We'll be having our first viewing and discussion in the Coffee Lounge on Monday September 28 at 7:30pm.  If you want to find out more, have a chat with Sue Grey, Lesley Miller or Helen Land.

Have you picked up a copy of Luke & Acts?  Please take one and invite a friend to Come along and Join the Conversation.  We've set a few initial dates for Conversations in the Coffee Lounge on Tuesdays at 11 o'clock for about 40 minutes on September 22 & 29 and October 6 & 13.  If you can come with them, that would be great but not essential - friendly faces will be on hand!

Vicars Board The board at the back of the church detailing all clergy associated with Christ Church and All Saints over many, many years has been updated with the addition of Sarah.  Our very grateful thanks to Jo Dean for undertaking this very skilful and time-consuming task.

All Age Harvest Service takes place in Church on 4th October and will include representatives from local uniformed organisations.

Spire Newsletter 14 paper copies of the new issue are available for collection at the back of Church.  You are welcome to take one and another for a friend or neighbour.

[image: ]CHRIST CHURCH QUIZ NIGHT - Saturday 17th October 2026 at 7.00pm in Christ Church Hall.  Bring your own drink.  Maximum of 8 people per team.  Tickets are £10 and include a Pie and Pea supper with vegetarian option available.  Contact Marian on 07971 090038

THE WEEK AHEAD
Tuesday 29th September:
9.45am: Little Fishes
Wednesday 30th September:
10:00am: Morning Prayer at All Saints
Thursday 1st October: 
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
Sunday 4th October: Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: All Age Harvest Service and Church Parade
11.00am:  All Age Harvest Service at St Oswalds
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You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.
For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
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