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St Peter and St Paul Newsletter

27th September 2026
Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

9.30am Holy Communion
Leading, Preaching & Presiding -

Revd Bart

Readings -
Matthew 21:23-32

10.30am Family Service
Leading -
Revd Bart
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Reflection by Revd Bart

 

A Harvest of Thankfulness
As we come to our Harvest celebrations at St Peter and St Paul,
Swanscombe, and St Mary, Greenhithe, we are reminded of the importance of
giving thanks. Harvest is a wonderful opportunity to pause amid the busyness
of life and recognise the many ways in which God provides for us.

The Psalms are full of this spirit of thankfulness. Psalm 65 begins with the
words, “Praise is awaiting you, our God”, and goes on to celebrate God's
provision: “You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.” The
Psalm reminds us that the food we enjoy, the land around us, the changing
seasons and the gifts of creation are not things we should simply take for
granted. They are blessings for which we can give thanks.

Yet Harvest invites us to look beyond the physical gifts of food and creation.
We can also give thanks for the people God has placed around us: our
families and friends, our neighbours, our church communities and all those
who serve others in practical and generous ways.

Psalm 107 repeatedly calls God's people to “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; his love endures forever.” This is perhaps at the heart of Harvest. Our
thanksgiving is not dependent upon whether life has been easy or difficult. It
flows from the character of God, whose love remains faithful in every season.

As we bring our Harvest gifts, may they be a visible expression of grateful
hearts. And as we share what we have with others, especially those who are
struggling or in need through the work of MCK, may our thanksgiving become
generosity. There are lists of various foods that the MCK Foodbank would
value available in church and on the church newsletter… but please no pasta!

This Harvest, may our churches be places where gratitude is expressed,
generosity is practised and God's goodness is celebrated—not only in the
abundance of the harvest, but in every blessing God gives us.

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” — Psalm
107:1



Services

CHURCH NEWS

PRAYER DIARY
Prayer Diary for September

HERE

There is the option to receive each daily entry by email, which arrives about
5.30am, so is available for you to read whenever your normal prayer time is. If
you would like to receive this daily email you can subscribe through the button

below:)

Subscribe to Daily Prayer Diary

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/d10581ac-8f0e-7455-0af1-58b16867e6a3/Prayer_Diary_Sept.pdf
http://eepurl.com/hJPXib




 UPCOMING EVENTS









REGULAR EVENTS in the Church Centre

Next meeting - 6th October 2026
 



Next meeting 2nd October 2026



Next meeting on Sunday 4th October

Next meeting Tuesday 13th October 2026







COMMUNITY INFORMATION



ACTIVITIES at ST MARY GREENHITHE

WEEKLY

Sticky Fingers



Every Tuesday 9.30am-11.30am (during term time)
Toddler group suitable from birth to 4 years. 
Follow us on Facebook SMG Family Ministry

 

Seniors Afternoon Tea
Every Tuesday 2pm -4pm.

Everyone is welcome to come along for an afternoon of meeting
and making friends and conversation.

 Community Café.
 Every Wednesday 9am-1pm. Do come and join us.

For more information see the St Mary Greenhithe Facebook Page
 

Monthly Coffee Morning
with crafts, Bike repairs and Edible Ebbsfleet planting

3rd Saturday of the month.
9.30-11.30am

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe




Current MCK Newsletter - February 2026

 
MCK Food Banks

We really appreciate your support of the MCK food banks and are very
grateful for all the donations we receive.

We are currently really short of coffee, pasta sauce, tinned meats.

Did you know that you can always give financially to help with the
everyday running costs of the charity. If you do wish to give this way

please leave any donations in an envelope in the Church office.

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/c2c443a0-252b-39e2-3591-b4fcbdff8576/MCK_Newsletter_Feb_2026.pdf


Please do not donate pasta at the current time as we have a huge excess.

Thank you xx
 

Rochester Diocese Vacancies

Diocese of Rochester Vision Update
 
Seeking first the Kingdom of God we are called together by God to

change, serve and grow with compassion, courage and creativity.

Did you know? In March 2025, the Diocese of Rochester secured nearly £11
million of funding from the National Church to support the Called Together
vision.

This is a nine-year programme of work to grow missional churches,
with missional leaders and missional disciples.

This is the largest external funding award the Diocese has received in support
of mission and ministry. It is designed to enrich every church setting.

An update has just been  shared about how work around the vision is progressing. To
read it, visit: www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/ OR

pick up a printed sheet as you leave church today.
 

https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies
http://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/


FUNDRAISING IDEAS



Or donate here

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/swanscombe-st-peter-w-st-paul-dartford/


HELP US RAISE MORE FUNDS FOR

CHURCH - we raised £20.75 with the

last batch of cartridges. Thank you.

If you have a printer at home or at

work and don’t know what to do with

the used cartridges, please drop them

in the box in the Church Centre and

we can receive up to £2 per cartridge. 

Only print cartridges though no laser or

toner cartridges. Thank you to

everyone who donated. 

   We are an Eco-Church

  Silver Award Winner!!
 

The overall aim of the Eco
Church award scheme is to

celebrate the ways that church
communities have been

engaging with caring for the



earth as a key part of our
Christian faith.

Have a chat with Steve or
Helen  to find out more.

CONTACT US



Ministry Team

Priest-in-Charge
In Vacancy

Revd Bart Woodhouse
Curate

Day off is Friday
Email :- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com

Phone 07383 334378

Licensed Lay Ministers

Mandy Holloway

Email:- mandy@stmarygreenhithe.com

Jen White

Email:- jen@stmarygreenhithe.com

Church Wardens
Steve Groves

Email:- swgroves1@btinternet.com
Phone 01322 384184

Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO)

James Read

Email:- jameshatread@gmail.com

Phone 07814102456

Office Administrator
Jen White

Email:-admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
Phone 07927 546172

Normal Office Hours are Monday 11am-2pm and Tuesday 9am - 1pm.

mailto:revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
mailto:Revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
mailto:swgroves1@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk


 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe,  you can do so by clicking this button, which
will take you to a payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the

church.

DONATE TO ST PETER & ST PAUL
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