Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
13th September 2026

Collect Prayer
Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching and give to your people knowledge of your truth,
that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Reading (Genesis 50.15-21)

A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us
and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your
father gave this instruction before he died, "Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of
your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and
said, "We are here as your slaves." But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God?
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous
people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Psalm (Psalm 103)
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Response: The Lord is compassion and love.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,

All my being, bless his holy name.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord,

And never forget all his blessings. /R

The Lord is compassion and love,

Slow to anger and rich in mercy.

He does not treat us according to our sins,
Nor repay us according to our faults. /R

As far as the east is from the west

So far does he remove our sins.

As a father has compassion on his sons,
The Lord has pity on those who fear him. /R

Second Reading (Romans 14:1-12)

A reading from the Letter to the Romans.

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are
you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day,
observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we
die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.



Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For
we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,

"As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Gospel (Matthew 18:21-35)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should
| forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.
"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as
he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions,
and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, "Have patience with me, and |
will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, "Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, "Have patience with me, and | will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, "You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."

Post Communion Prayer

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy;
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall,
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,

and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For your prayers

In our Prayers: Tommy Lacken, Martin Fletcher, Carol Martin, Hope Oram, Sherry Lacken, Doug Williams,
Neville Thomas, Lynn Williamson, Juan Carlos Mandich, Nancy Mandich, Eliane Ferreira Batista, Jaqueline
Ives, Tommy Naylor, Lenny Shaw, Stephen Green, Riva Hodges, Sarah Chambers, Dwight d’Aguilar Gooden,
Bea Ray, Eudora Maame de Graft-Yankah, Martha de Graft-Johnson, Josea Cabey, Ashton Lacken, David
Hyams, Kathy Higgins

Among the departed: Leslie Mellowship, Margie James

Anniversaries of Death: Cecil James Vincent (Pr), Ron Lyons, Ellen Elizabeth Grout, Ruth Allen, Alfred Bailey
In our parish: We pray for Dingley Road President Street and Barbican Thistle Hotel

In the wider world: We pray for the people of Ukraine and Russia, for all those suffering through the
conflict between them, ad for all seeking a just peace.

Notices

This week in church...

Wednesday Open Church: 10am-1pm
12.30pm Mass

Next Sunday St Matthew’s Day
Sung Mass 10.30am



