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St Peter and St Paul Newsletter

6th September 2026
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

10am Service of the Word
Leading -

Jen
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Preaching -
Mandy

Readings -
Exodus 12:1-14
Romans 13-8-14

Matthew 18:15-20

WARDENS REPORT – NUMBER 2

 

We are now entering the 2nd Month of the Interregnum and as
Churchwardens for both churches, we continue our commitment to
keep both church families up to date with the progress of the



Vacancy process, the Interregnum and the works associated with
the now vacant Rectory.

VACANCY PROCESS

As advised in our first report, both PCC’s will soon be attending the

Pre-Section 11 meeting, planned for Tuesday 8thSeptember 2026,
when Sandra, the Archdeacon, will officially commence the formal
process to select our new Priest in Charge.

In the meantime, both churches are actively appointing their two
Parish Representatives, who will be very much be involved in the
selection process, including the actual interviews, and the forming
of their respective groups to “work on” and produce their Parish
Profiles. An important document that will be available to potential
applicants interested in becoming our new Priest in Charge.

Our thanks go to everyone who has put their name forward to be
considered as a Parish Representative or to be a member of the
Parish Profile groups.

We are also committed to producing a Questionnaire, for each
church, where each congregation will have the opportunity to give
their views and comments as to the kind of Priest in Charge they
would like to see as our next incumbent.

INTERREGNUM



Our thanks go to our Ministry Team, led by Rev. Bart, for planning
and arranging all the services for both churches up until Christmas,
and for their leadership at the services during the month of August.

Please keep them all in your prayers as they continue their
respective ministries during this time of interregnum.

 

THE RECTORY

Since our last report, the following works have been carried out by
the Diocese Contractors:

1.   Tarmac repairs to areas of the drive identified by the Surveyor.

 

2.   A safety inspection of the glazed sliding door to the kitchen. The
glazier contracted by the Diocese will be recommending the
installation of a “Safety Film” to each of the glass panels within the
door. To date the proposed works are yet to be carried out.

 

The Blackberry Picking, after the church service on Sunday the

16th August and the Apple Picking after the church service on the

30th August went ahead as planned. Thank you to all who
participated in the “picking”, within the Rectory garden, and
ensured that the fruit did not go to waste.



We are looking to organise a “Working party” sometime in the
Autumn to keep the garden up to standard, so please do look out
for the date and if you are able, please do come along and help us
to keep the garden under control.

Until the Diocese have completed all the works internally, we as
Churchwardens propose to restrict our working activity to the
garden area during the Autumn months. It is hard to give a time as
to when the Diocese works will be completed but we do not expect
it be before Spring next year.

The internal works for which we are responsible, will mainly be
decoration to some of the walls, ceilings and skirting boards.

Thank you.

Jude, Barry & Steve.

Services



CHURCH NEWS

PRAYER DIARY
Prayer Diary for September

HERE

There is the option to receive each daily entry by email, which arrives about

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/d10581ac-8f0e-7455-0af1-58b16867e6a3/Prayer_Diary_Sept.pdf


5.30am, so is available for you to read whenever your normal prayer time is. If
you would like to receive this daily email you can subscribe through the button

below:)

Subscribe to Daily Prayer Diary

http://eepurl.com/hJPXib




 UPCOMING EVENTS





REGULAR EVENTS in the Church Centre

Next meeting - 6th October 2026
 





Next meeting 4th September 2026



Next meeting on Sunday 6th September

Next meeting Tuesday 8th September 2026











COMMUNITY INFORMATION



Do you have time on your hands and the ability to knit? Would you like to knit
these special therapy toys for young children?

A worry monster is designed to discuss and reduce worries. Children write or
draw their worry onto a piece of paper and then feed it to their worry monster.
Once the monster has eaten it, the worry can then be discussed and shared
with an adult. There are also self image monsters to help children work through
these issues.

We are calling on all knitters to get involved in knitting these for donation to
Walk Tall's Children's Therapy. Ann Duke, CEO of Walk Tall, says 'Our child-
specialist psychotherapists use them. Each child is given their own Worry
Monster. It then becomes the child's friend and, as part of the therapeutic
process, gobbles up all their worries. We have so many little Twinkles (from 3
years old upwards!!) who are in therapy because of the trauma/abuse/neglect



they've suffered. The Worry Monsters are SO useful in externalising internal
states.'

If you would like to knit these for donation to Walk Tall Children's Therapy, 
then the patterns are on our Church Website under News and Events. Or why

not come along to St Peter and St Paul's Knit and Natter group on the first
Tuesday of every month, from 2pm-4pm.  

Click here for knitting patterns

ACTIVITIES at ST MARY GREENHITHE

WEEKLY

Sticky Fingers
Every Tuesday 9.30am-11.30am (during term time)

Toddler group suitable from birth to 4 years. 
Follow us on Facebook SMG Family Ministry

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9918/news/166587/calling-all-knitters-and-crocheters/


Seniors Afternoon Tea
Every Tuesday 2pm -4pm.

Everyone is welcome to come along for an afternoon of meeting
and making friends and conversation.

 Community Café.
 Every Wednesday 9am-1pm. Do come and join us.

For more information see the St Mary Greenhithe Facebook Page
 

Monthly Coffee Morning
with crafts, Bike repairs and Edible Ebbsfleet planting

3rd Saturday of the month.
9.30-11.30am

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe




Current MCK Newsletter - February 2026

 
MCK Food Banks

We really appreciate your support of the MCK food banks and are very
grateful for all the donations we receive.

Did you know that you can always give financially to help with the
everyday running costs of the charity. If you do wish to give this way

please leave any donations in an envelope in the Church office.

Please do not donate pasta at the current time as we have a huge excess.

Thank you xx
 

Rochester Diocese Vacancies

Diocese of Rochester Vision Update
 
Seeking first the Kingdom of God we are called together by God to

change, serve and grow with compassion, courage and creativity.

https://mcusercontent.com/98665ebb26012ec3452307241/files/c2c443a0-252b-39e2-3591-b4fcbdff8576/MCK_Newsletter_Feb_2026.pdf
https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies


Did you know? In March 2025, the Diocese of Rochester secured nearly £11
million of funding from the National Church to support the Called Together
vision.

This is a nine-year programme of work to grow missional churches,
with missional leaders and missional disciples.

This is the largest external funding award the Diocese has received in support
of mission and ministry. It is designed to enrich every church setting.

An update has just been  shared about how work around the vision is progressing. To
read it, visit: www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/ OR

pick up a printed sheet as you leave church today.
 

http://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/


FUNDRAISING IDEAS





Or donate here

HELP US RAISE MORE FUNDS FOR

CHURCH - we raised £20.75 with the

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/swanscombe-st-peter-w-st-paul-dartford/


last batch of cartridges. Thank you.

If you have a printer at home or at

work and don’t know what to do with

the used cartridges, please drop them

in the box in the Church Centre and

we can receive up to £2 per cartridge. 

Only print cartridges though no laser or

toner cartridges. Thank you to

everyone who donated. 

   We are an Eco-Church

  Silver Award Winner!!
 

The overall aim of the Eco
Church award scheme is to

celebrate the ways that church
communities have been

engaging with caring for the
earth as a key part of our

Christian faith.



Ministry Team

Priest-in-Charge

Have a chat with Steve or
Helen  to find out more.

CONTACT US



In Vacancy

Revd Bart Woodhouse
Curate

Day off is Friday
Email :- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com

Phone 07383 334378

Licensed Lay Ministers

Mandy Holloway

Email:- mandy@stmarygreenhithe.com

Jen White

Email:- jen@stmarygreenhithe.com

Church Wardens
Steve Groves

Email:- swgroves1@btinternet.com
Phone 01322 384184

Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO)

James Read

Email:- jameshatread@gmail.com

mailto:revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
mailto:Revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com
mailto:swgroves1@btinternet.com


Phone 07814102456

Office Administrator
Jen White

Email:-admin@swanscombechurch.co.uk
Phone 07927 546172

Normal Office Hours are Monday 11am-2pm and Tuesday 9am - 1pm.

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe,  you can do so by clicking this button, which
will take you to a payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the

church.

DONATE TO ST PETER & ST PAUL
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