
Parish of Todmorden, Cornholme and Walsden 
Readings & News, 20th September 2026 - 16 after Trinity 
 

Hymns  
Opening: 340 Jerusalem the Golden   Communion: 211 God be in my head  
Gradual: 332 I the Lord of sea and sky   Communion: 944 The Lord is my light  
Offertory: 1 Abba Father let me be    Final: 716 We have a Gospel to proclaim 
 

Collect Prayer  
Lord of creation, 
whose glory is around and within us: 
open our eyes to your wonders, 
that we may serve you with reverence 
and know your peace at our lives’ end,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Almighty God, 
you have taught us through your Son 
that love is the fulfilling of the law: 
grant that we may love you with our whole 

heart 
and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was 
very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this 
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I 
knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city and 
sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to 
see what would become of the city. The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, 
to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’ 
But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough 
to die.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour and which 
you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people 
who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’ 
 

Philippians 1: 21-30 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come 
to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s 
doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering 
for him as well since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Matthew 20: 1-16 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them 
into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-
place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So 
they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 
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five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you 
standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You 
also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call 
the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But 
he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual 
daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 
 

 

What’s On – All Welcome! 
 

MacMillan Coffee morning: from 10am, Friday 25 September from 10am - in the Crypt at St Mary’s, 
with Warburtons Funeral Service. All welcome! Baking also welcome. 

 

Rainbow Faith: 3pm, Sunday 4 October at St Thomas Heptonstall, for the Baptism of Esme Gibbons. 
 

Bible Study: 11am Tuesday 6 October and 7.30pm Wednesday 7 October – reflecting on exile, faith 
and action. 

 

Stolen from God: 7 for 7.30pm, Friday 9 October - a musical folk story about the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade, sponsored by Todmorden Folk Festival.  

 

Harvest Festival: 11am, Sunday 4 October – we are collecting donations for the Food Drop In, 
especially long life milk, tinned veg, tuna, sardines, meats, soup, pasta, rice, toiletries. 

 

Oktoberfest: 3-6pm, Saturday 10 October - Beer, wine, food, music and fellowship. 
 

News from Tanzania: 12.30pm, Sunday 11 October - with Alice Leadbitter, head teacher at National  
School, after her work with a safe house in Tanzania this summer. Refreshments available. 

 

Ghostly Tales Part 2 
Rehearsals: Thursdays 15, 22 and 29 October – actors needed, please speak to Luke 
Performance: 7 for 7.30pm Saturday 31 October – spooky stories from Todmorden’s past 

 
 

 

Please pray for: Gwen Mills, Jacob Howarth, Roy Yearsley, Viv Hawksworth, Mandy Fielden, Norman 
Cruikshank, Margaret McArdle; Sarah Battershell, Robert Scholey, Joyce Campion, Trevor Smith, Meg 
Kennedy, Jeffrey Hunter, Lisa & Michael Kenyon, Natasha McArdle, Ann Mason, Zoe Beesley, Lorna & 
Peter Shackleton, Roger & Pat Dale, Maureen Marshall, Val & William Cottam, Rowena, Mary Clear, 
David Crossley, Dr Diana Harris, Jules Mercer, Catherine, Patty Edmonds, Val Wigglesworth, 
Grandma Janey, Estelle Brown, Pat & Mike Edwards, Middle East, Ukraine, Somalia, Sudan & Yemen 
 

Recently Departed: Fred Wigglesworth, Pauline Greenwood, Rita Jackson, Diane Davis, Ghasemi 
 

In Memory: Emily Terry, Barbara Bentley, Mary Whiteley, Bertha Cryer, Lillian Marshall, Edith 
Halstead, Charles H. Barker, Daniel Carter, Allan G. Hudson, Pam Wilkinson, Alice Bruce, Derek 
Colclough, Charles H. Crabtree, Isabella Adamson, Mary Umpleby, Jane Hinchcliffe, Henry "Bunny" 
Rothwell, Elizabeth Pendleton, Jessica L. Sidle, Susan Bee, Elaine Bentley, Elinor Margaret Franklin, 
Jennifer Barker, Harold J. Cridge 
 
 

For notices, weddings, funerals, baptisms and volunteering please contact Rev Catherine:  
07711 611201 / Catherine.Shelley@leeds.anglican.org 
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