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A firm place to stand

It could be said, that in many aspects of life today, we
face uncertain and, in some cases, difficult times. The world is troubled,
there are tensions rising between nations, distrust, fear and anxiety,
which bubbles up into violence.

This last summer has been extremely hot and dry, and we have seen
wildfires sweep devastatingly across swathes of land, destroying precious
ecosystems, and we are being warned that the El Nino will bring storms
and rain this autumn, and potentially an even hotter summer next year.

So, what do we do when life seems difficult?
Whilst walking the Camino, one of my hardest days, was a very steep,

rocky descent from the highest point, into the town of Molinaseca, the
path was treacherous, and at one point, I found myself walking alone for
what seemed like ages, I could see no one in front and no one behind.

I had started the day, reading a couple of verses from Psalm 40:
‘I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. He

lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a
rock and gave me a firm place to stand.’

As I walked, I found myself crying out to the Lord, asking him to give me
a sign, that I wasn’t alone, that if I fell, someone would find me!

Immediately, from behind I heard the familiar and unmistakable sound
of a second set of walking poles, it was as if, though not literally, my feet
had been set on a rock, and I had been given a firm place to stand. I had
the reassurance I needed, that I was not alone, indeed that I am never
alone, God is always there, before, behind, beside, above and inside me.

We don’t need to feel overwhelmed by the troubles of the world, we
just need to wait patiently on the Lord, knowing that he is with us, he has
not abandoned us, he will set our feet on the rock and give us a firm place
to stand.

May God bless you
Reverend Heather

The Rectory
with Reverend Heather Wilcox
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MERIEL’S REPORT

There is not too much to report from our church for August and September as
we had very few services. This was because there were three United Services in
August and one in September when we had no services.
I attended all of those services, the first three in which Heather told us of her
pilgrimage walk. The services were extremely well organised and Heather’s
sermons very interesting.

The King’s Ridge choir sung at the services and had learned a new and very
pretty, communion setting. It is likely to be used at all United services in the
future. I think the congregation will soon become familiar with the setting and
be able to join in. The Choir also sung an anthem at each service. The choir now
has around twenty members (five from Little Horkesley) and is led, very ably,
by Elaine and Richard Marshall from Boxted.

After each service, which were all well-attended, there were refreshments.
The United service in September was to welcome our new Curate, Dominic Sheil,
following his ordination in Chelmsford Cathedral on Saturday, 19th September.

ALTAR FLOWERS - SLIGHTLY SAD NOTE

Every week one of our small band of dedicated people put beautiful flower
arrangements in the church. During the period in September, when there were
no services, our church was still enhanced by lovely displays by Fionna and
Roger.

We had our first service after the break on September 6th. Roger came to the
church early to water the arrangements he had done on Saturday only to find that
all the beautiful amaryllis had been removed from the arrangement on the Lady
Chapel Altar. He was devasted as were the
rest of us. They were found in the garden
rubbish. He grows all the flowers he uses, just
for the church, following the tradition of his
parents who did the same for Mile End
church. He said he helped them from the age
of twelve. He was ready to say he would not
do any more flowers in the church which
would be a great blow as he does his
arrangements for nearly half of the year. If
anyone can shed any light on this mystery we
would be pleased to know.
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BAPTISM

On September 6th Nicola and Alexander Pears brought their baby, Harriet
Catherine, to be baptised. They had specifically asked for John Chandler to
officiate (and Heather had agreed) as he had conducted their wedding and the
baptisms of their two older sons. It really was a delightful occasion, the baby
was enchanting, and it was lovely to see John again.

I asked for photos of the event and received these two from Nicola. I think the
one with Harriet and the candle is the best Baptism photo I have ever seen.
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RIDE AND STRIDE SEPTEMBER 12TH

Again, Fionna Morrison was, as usual, our sole representative on the Ride and
Stride. This year she and Anne Auld are going to head to Frinton to walk
round all the places of worship. They are doing it later in the month as Fionna
is on holiday on the 12th. I am sure she will write a report for the next issue.

As Fionna was away on the day of the Ride and Stride, I put the notices and
refreshments in the church in case we had any visitors. We only had one, but I
still feel we must prepare in case anyone comes.

Thank you, Fionna and all who sponsored her. 50% of her sponsorship goes to
the Friends of Essex Churches and 50% to our church.

OCTOBER 11TH  HARVEST FESTIVAL

As usual our Harvest Festival will be celebrated at 6.30 pm on October 12th

when we shall again collect items for the Colchester Food Bank. Please be
generous with your support. We have an ongoing collection, but this is the
time of year for us all to really remember to support this very worthy cause.

The list, to remind you of the items required, and the poster for our Harvest
Service can be found on pages 21 and 22.

NOVEMBER 1st   ALL SOULS

There will be a list in church for you to enter the name of anyone you would
like remembered, with the lighting of candles.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS AN EVENING SERVICE at 6.30 pm

NOVEMBER 8TH REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

The Remembrance Service starts, as usual, at 10.50 am.

NOVEMBER 29TH

This is the fifth Sunday in the month and there will be a United Celebration
Service at 10.30 am at Langham.

Our ADVENT CAROL SERVICE will be at 6.30pm.
MERIEL
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A Prayer for you to use in October
(as we think about the completion of the Harvest this
month)

God our Father we thank you for the world and all your gifts
to us, for the sky above us and the earth beneath our feet, for
the wonderful process which provides food to maintain life,
for our crops and the skills and techniques needed to grow
and use them properly.    Make us more thankful for what we
have received, make us more content with what we have and,
make us more mindful of other people in need.   Help us to
use your gifts in the spirit in which you gave them for our
good and the good of those less fortunate than ourselves,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

      SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29th

6.30 PM

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE

Darkness into Light
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I’m sure that all residents will have noticed
the new addition to the village – the Public
Access Defibrillator next to the Bus
Shelter. Following on from the
Defibrillator and CPR training hosted by
the Nayland Community First Responders
last year, the Parish Council were able to
answer requests from residents to purchase
a defibrillator for the Parish.
This was only possible due to the generous
grants from our local Councillors, Cllr
Darius Laws and Cllr Lewis Barber, as
well as a substantial grant from The
National Lottery.
I know several residents have attended the
training sessions hosted by the Nayland
First Responders, but if you are yet to
attend one, then please contact the clerk as
we are planning on holding anther training
session later in the year.

Some residents may have noticed the
unpleasant sewage smell at the village end
of Water Lane has increased again over the
summer. Please rest assured that Cllr
Rogers and Chair Eddis are working with
local residents, Anglian Water, The
Environment Agency, and Colchester City
Councillors to resolve the issue. If you
would like further information on the
situation then please do contact the clerk.

As autumn often brings with it (the much
needed) rain, please remember that if you
spot flood issues or potholes, then do
contact the clerk and she can record your
concerns with Highways and look to get

issues resolved. An area that has seen
frequent flooding issues over the years is
the junction by the Village Hall. Highways
have now undertaken remedial work to the
drainage system so we are hopeful that this
will no longer be an issue.

Earlier in the year, the Parish Council were
able to purchase spring bulbs thanks to
funds allocated from Cllr Darius Laws’
Locality Budget. These were planted at the
war memorial, but unfortunately the
supplier sent non-native bluebells and not
the daffodils that were ordered. These will
be dug up and replaced with miniature
daffodils, so we are hopeful for a glorious
display in the spring. The Parish Council
was also able to purchase more seed for
the wildflower patch at the park which we
hope you have enjoyed over the summer
months.

Plans are underway to repair the War
Memorial, after the cross atop the
memorial was blown off during high winds
last winter. As a Listed Monument this has
been a lengthy process, but we are now
confident that we have found a skilled
craftsman suitably qualified to undertake
the work. The Parish Council are now in
the process of securing funds to finance
the restoration.

Remember that the Parish Council holds a
coffee morning at the Village Hall on the
1st Friday of the month at 11am. It’s a great
opportunity to meet other residents and
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discuss any issues with Councillors. We
are in the process of setting up a “Puzzle
Swap” and will have a selection of puzzles
available at the next coffee morning – a
perfect way to while away those dark
winter evenings. It would be lovely if you
could join us.

Last December, the Parish Council held a
“Christmas Wreath Making” workshop
during the coffee morning. If this is
something you would like us to organise
again this year, then please let the Clerk

know and depending on demand, we will
hold another one.
And finally, a quick reminder that the
Parish Council meets at The Village Hall
on the 3rd Monday of every other month
at 7:30pm. Members of the public are
always welcome to attend. If you have
issues within the parish that you would
like to discuss then please do contact the
clerk, Joanna Petersen on
clerk@littlehorkesleypc.com

Joanna Petersen, Clerk
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Month Date Arranger
October 4 Roger Beatty

11 Roger Beatty

18 Roger Beatty

25 Roger Beatty

November 1 Roger Beatty

8 Roger  Beatty

15 Roger  Beatty

22 Roger  Beatty

29 Advent - No flowers

December 6 Advent - No flowers

Altar Flowers

Tom Allison Driving
Fully qualified ADI (approved
driving instructor)
Based North of Colchester
Mob: 07748 636014
Email: tomallisondriving@gmail.com
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BEEF
Traditionally reared
Eggs, jams, preserves
and seasonal produce

 Hannah & Humphrey Taylor
 Lower Dairy Farm

 Water Lane
 Little Horkesley

www.lowerdairyfarm.co.uk
07810 330089

To advertise here
would cost

Only £30 per year

Interested?

Contact Brenda Green
on

01206 271019

Michael J Byles
Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Installations
Servicing & Maintenance

Oftec Registered

General Plumbing & Heating
work also undertaken.

Telephone: 01206 822 225
Mobile: 07717 012 433

Email:
michaeljbyles@aol.com

BINDING ARRANGEMENT
•

Bookbinding & Conservation
•

Books and archives bound and
sympathetically repaired using

traditional techniques and materials.
•

COLIN BROWN
Cuckoo Farm Studios, Boxted Road,

Colchester, CO4 5HH
Mob: 07440 158361

e-mail: b.arrangement@hotmail.com
www.bindingarrangement.co.uk
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A CHANCE ENCOUNTER

I met Sue Castell early one Saturday morning when I was unlocking the
church. We started chatting and I showed her round. She told me she was
trying to find out more about her great aunt who had worked in Little
Horkesley in the past, at The Hall and she showed me her photographs. It was
very interesting so I asked her if she would write a short piece about her for
our magazine.

Margaret Thomas

DOROTHY CLARY WOOLLARD AND HORKESLEY HALL,
LITTLE HORKESLEY

by SUE CASTELL

Dorothy Woollard, my great aunt, was born on 25 January 1909, and grew up
in Bildeston, Suffolk, on the High Street with her mother, sister Pansy and half-
brother, Leonard. In the early 1930s, Dorothy left her village to work as a
professional lady’s maid for the Otter-Barry and de Havilland families at
Horkesley Hall in Little Horkesley.

As a senior member of the household staff, Dorothy was clearly a very valued
and trusted member of the household. Family letters show that she was
entrusted with looking after some of the family’s auxiliary properties, including
“Ash Vale” in Surrey, when Peter de Havilland was home on official leave. She
treasured a lovely letter and post card from him thanking her for looking after
him, sent from Port Said, all her life. She also kept several photographs of
herself around the Horkesley Hall estate, giving us a fascinating glimpse into
her life there. (See below.)

As war broke out in September 1939, Dorothy returned home to live with her
family, where the Census records her as still working as a lady’s maid. [Only a
year later, the medieval church at Little Horkesley where she had worshipped
while living at The Hall, and only a few hundred yards from it, was completely
destroyed by a German landmine. Luckily the bomb landed directly inside the
church nave and its thick walls saved the village from death and destruction,
apart from the loss of The Beehive.]

In 1940, Dorothy completed her official British Red Cross certificates in First
Aid and Home Nursing. She continued her dedicated service throughout the
war, eventually volunteering more than 150 hours for the American Red Cross
at local Allied bases. In recognition of her service, she received an official
Certificate of Loyal Service in December 1945. Following the war, Dorothy
married Stanley Last, an extraordinary local survivor of the Far East Prisoner
of War (FEPOW) camps, who had endured the construction of the Burma
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Railway. Together, they ran the greengrocer’s shop in Bildeston until
Stanley’s passing in 1969.

Dorothy remained a fiercely independent and creative member of the village.
She was also a much-loved aunt, and some of my fondest memories are of
visiting Great-Aunt Dorothy. She always had homemade biscuits and cake,
and she taught me how to sew. She passed away in 2006, at the grand age of
97.

Looking back, I feel very lucky to have known her and to have these family
memories, photographs and pieces of history that help tell the story of her
remarkable life.

Dorothy was only 5ft 3in tall and is the shortest lady in the photographs.

The view of the front and back
of Horkeley Hall.

Dorothy, in black, on the
Horkesley Hall estate.

Dorothy, on the right, in the
gardens at Horkesley Hall.
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Right:
Letter from
Peter de
Havilland to
Dorothy
dated 25th

September
1933.

Below left:
Dorothy,
shown on the
right, at a
tennis party in
the grounds
of Horkesley
Hall.

Below right:
Dorothy in
later life.
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Crockery and cutlery for 80 people.

Also available: trestle tables,
card tables and chairs at reasonable rates.

For further information contact:
Mrs Julia Orme

Tel: 01206 271841

Is available for hire

£8 per hour weekdays.
£10 per hour weekends

and Public Holidays.

Little Horkesley
Village Hall

Bonnie and Bessie being the
goodest girls for Grandma and
Grandpa.

Thank you to Meriel and John for
sending this in.
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July 2026 was an exceptional month across
our region, characterized by very high
temperatures, almost complete dryness
and exceptionally long periods of sunshine.
It formed part of an extraordinary summer
across southern England, with persistent
high pressure dominating for much of the
month. The Met Office described July as
one of the most remarkable months in the
UK climate record.
Temperatures were substantially above
average. We recorded an average daytime
maximum of approximately 25.9°C and an
average overnight minimum of around
14.1°C. The highest temperature reached
33°C on the 29th. The mean temperature
recorded in our village was 21.3°C, around
4°C above the 1991–2020 average.
Conditions were persistently warm, with
daytime highs typically reaching the mid-
to-high 20s°C and pushing into the low 30s
during peak spells. Also there were 6
tropical nights recorded in our area (with
overnight temperatures which didn’t drop
below 18°C). Prolonged heatwave
conditions were met across much of
England, with some locations experiencing
qualifying heat for up to 15 consecutive
days.  High atmospheric pressure
anchored above England drove the settled
and dry conditions- a classic summer
‘blocking high’ pattern, which kept Atlantic
systems well to the North.
Rainfall was exceptionally low at 2.4mm
(about 5% of normal July rainfall)  with
measurable rain recorded on one single

day (27��)-this contributed to severe
dryness and worsening drought conditions
in our region (which subsequently led to
the hosepipe ban, still in place). This
month was the driest July in modern
regional history. Winds were gentle and
light, predominantly from the Southwest
and occasionally Northeast. Sunshine
hours were outstanding with around 360
hours (165% of the average), which
resulted in over 10 hours of bright
sunshine per day on average- the sunniest
July on record for England.
August 2026 maintained the summer’s
warm trend across East Anglia delivering
notably high temperatures and dry, sunny
weather across our region with occasional
showers in the second part of the month.
The month featured several periods of
settled summer weather interspersed with
cooler Atlantic-influenced spells. A
particularly warm period mid month
produced temperatures above 30°C (which
peaked at 34°C on 14 August). Overall this
month was about 2°C warmer than the
multiannual average temperature (19.7° C
mean temperature for August 2026). The
high atmospheric pressure brought clear
skies in the first part of the month; Atlantic
lows corresponded with the two showery
spells in the second half of the month. The
total rainfall (27.7mm) was less than half
of a typical August (68mm) but the few
showers after the 17�� were so welcome
after the spell of over 9 weeks of very dry
and warm weather. This amount was

LITTLE HORKESLEY WEATHER
July - August 2026

By Adrian Szabo
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recorded over 10 days with
measurable rainfall. Winds were light
to moderate, predominantly
Southwesterly and about 6 days of
mainly Northeasterly winds.
Sunshine was again another notable
feature. We enjoyed about 258 hours
of sunshine (over 8.5hrs/day) — 130%
of average — among the sunniest
Augusts on record for the region,
continuing the exceptional sunshine
trend seen throughout summer 2026.

Overall summer 2026 was
exceptionally warm, sunny and dry
across our region. June brought
sustained warmth, followed by an
exceptionally dry July and continued
warmth and sunshine through August.
Rainfall was notably scarce, while
several heat episodes contributed to a
prolonged period of unusually settled
summer weather.



19



20



21

St Peter & St Paul
Little Horkesley

You are very welcome

Sunday 11th October

Evening Service - 6.30pm

All donations to
Colchester Food Bank



22

● SMALL BAGS OF RICE
● LONGLIFE MILK
● LONGLIFE JUICE
● SHAMPOO
● CARRIER BAGS/ REUSEABLE BAGS
● SQUASH
● TINNED FRUIT
● DEODORANTS
● TINNED POTATOES
● TINNED PUDDINGS

● TINS OR PACKETS OF CUSTARD
● JAM
● PEANUT BUTTER
● TOOTHBRUSH/ TOOTHPASTE
● RAZORS
● SHOWER GEL
● SMALL JARS OF COFFEE
● SMALL WASHING POWDER/LIQUID
● SMALL MULTIPACK SNACKS

(PENGUIN/CLUB/TWIX)
● TINNED TOMATOES
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Sidesmen & Readers : October 2026
Sunday Sidesmen Readers Readings
4th October
Morning David Lewis

Vicky Minet
David Lewis
Julia Orme

Philippians 3: 4b-14
Matthew 21: 33-46

Evening NO EVENING SERVICE

11th October
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening HARVEST FESTIVAL

Ann Garnett
David Lewis

Intercessor:

John Sparkes
David Lewis
Brenda Green

Philippians 4: 1-9
Matthew 22: 1-14

18th October
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening HOLY COMMUNION

Christopher Orme
John Sparkes

Brenda Green
Brian Lord

1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10
Matthew 22: 15-22

25th October
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening Margaret Thomas

Harold Thomas
Intercessor:

Harold Thomas
Graham Soar
Brian Lord

1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8
Matthew 22: 34-end

DEADLINE DATE

The deadline to submit articles for the next magazine is
Monday 16th November 2026

Please send your articles to parishmag@msn.com
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Sidesmen & Readers : November 2026

Sunday Sidesmen Readers Readings

1st November
Morning  NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening David Lewis

Ann Garnett
Margaret Thomas
Emma Taylor

Revelation 7: 9-end
Matthew 5: 1-12

8th November
Morning REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
10.50am

Evening

David Lewis
Will Pavry
NO EVENING SERVICE

Vicky Minet
Will Pavry

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-end
Matthew 25: 1-13

15th November
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE

Evening HOLY COMMUNION
Christopher Orme
John Sparkes

Christopher Orme
John Sparkes

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11
Matthew 25: 14-30

22nd November
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening Margaret Thomas David Lewis

Harold Thomas Brian Lord
Intercessor : Brenda Green

Ephesians 1: 15-end
Matthew 25: 31-end

29th November
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening ADVENT CAROL SERVICE

David Lewis TBA
Ann Garnett

TBA

6th December
Morning Brian Lord

Vicky Minet
Evening NO EVENING SERVICE

Brian Lord
Sally Bramall

Isaiah 40: 1-11
Mark 1: 1-8
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Church Calendar:
October 2026

October 4th          18th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am     Matins

October 11th     Harvest Festival
6.30 pm        Harvest Evening Service

October 18th   20th  Sunday after Trinity
6.30 pm          Holy Communion

October 25th       Bible Sunday
6.30 pm             Evening Service

November 1st    All Souls
6.30 pm      All Souls Service with lighting of  candles

(Note change from Morning Service)

November 8th    Remembrance Sunday
10.50 am     Remembrance Service (Note change from
      Evening Service)

November 15th   2nd Sunday before Advent
6.30 pm       Holy Communion

November 22rd Christ the King
6.30 pm     Evening Service

November 29th   Advent Sunday
10.30 am      United Celebration Service at Langham
6.30 pm      Advent Carol Service

December 6th   Advent 2
 11.00 am     Matins

Church Calendar:
November 2026


