Notices (continued)

BENEFICE TEA, CAKE & BIBLE STUDY OR FAITH & LIFE STUDY – 25 SEPTEMBER 26
All are invited to a Benefice tea, coffee, cake and Bible Study on Friday 26h September 3:30pmin St Mary’s Garsington. We will begin with refreshments at 3:30pm, followed by some study / discussion (possible theme: St Michael, angels and the book of Revelation).  After the Bible Study, all are invited to remain for optional Evening Prayer (5pm – 5:30pm).


STEWARDSHIP AND GENEROUS GIVING: Many thanks to all who give generously to our churches and communities, whether in time, talents or money.  All are encouraged to prayerfully review their regular giving.  Thank you.


A Prayer For Harvest time and the Season of Creation
Loving Creator God,
The whole earth proclaims your glory.
Everywhere we look we see your handiwork.
Help us to enjoy the earth gently and to work so that all may be fed. 
We pray for those who work the land.
May they receive a just reward for their labour and may their work both as food producers and stewards of the land be honoured.In Jesus’
name. Amen 
(CRC and the Rural Support Network “Bringing Food to the Table”)

 
LOOKING AHEAD HARVEST FESTIVAL DATES

St Giles Horspath Sunday 20th September 11.15 am Family Time for Harvest refreshments from 11.00am.
                      Sunday 27th September 11.00am Harvest Communion,                     followed by a Harvest Bring & Share lunch in The Hub           

St Mary’s Garsington Sunday 20th September 5.00pm Harvest Songs of Praise, followed by refreshments.

All Saints Cuddesdon Sunday 11th October 9.30am Harvest Festival and College Welcome, followed by refreshments



Next week’s service: (All Welcome – why not invite a friend?) 
Sunday 30th August  The Feast of St Giles
Horspath, St Giles:           10.00am Benefice Communion
                                           

Administrator and Contact details for booking baptisms, weddings, pastoral visits, 
07540051798  Email gchbenefice@gmail.com
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Sunday 23rd August Trinity 12  (Green)
Cuddesdon, All Saint s    9.30am Parish Communion
Garsington, St Mary’s      9.30am  Breakfast Discussion
Horspath, St Giles:           11.00am Parish Communion


Collect.
Almighty and everlasting God,
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid
and giving us those good things
   which we are not worthy to ask
but through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Post Communion
God of all mercy,
in this eucharist you have set aside our sins
and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Isaiah 51.1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
   you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
   and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
   and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
   but I blessed him and made him many.
3 For the Lord will comfort Zion;
   he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
   her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
   thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4 Listen to me, my people,
   and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
   and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
   my salvation has gone out
   and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
   and for my arm they hope.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
   and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
   the earth will wear out like a garment,
   and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever,
   and my deliverance will never be ended.
Romans 12.1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.


Matthew 16.13-20
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 17And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messi

Please pray for growth in all of the churches in our Benefice                                                       God of mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom and love to our actions, joy to our worship, and power to our witness. Help our churches (St Mary’s, Garsington; All Saints’, Cuddesdon and St Giles’, Horspath) to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, in generous giving, and in loving service to each other and to our local communities.  Amen
 Please pray for:    
· The people of Venezuela, Gaza, Palestine, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Syria; Ukraine, Yemen, Sudan and all conflict zones – for a lasting ceasefire, peace with justice, reconciliation, mercy and compassion 
· For all those struggling to cope with the recent extreme heat, especially the elderly, the vulnerable and those with no home or shelter. 
· For a safe harvest, for farmers struggling with drought, and for all who work to provide our food and drink.
· All refugees, asylum seekers, and those who support refugees
· Our parishes of Garsington, Cuddesdon and Horspath, our Churchwardens, Clergy, Treasurers, Secretaries and PCCs
· Our Benefice Safeguarding Officer, (Kathryn) and all that we do to keep children and vulnerable adults safe
· Story-time Church, Sunday Fun Time, Action Stations, Family Time, our all-age Eucharists, and all our work with children, young people and families 
· Our Church Primary schools in Garsington and Horspath – for the Headteachers, staff and pupils and governors and for rest and refreshment during the school holidays.
· For Ripon College Cuddesdon – for the Principal the Revd Dr Harriet Harris, for all members of staff and all the community – particularly those who left those who remain, and those who will begin training in September or October
· For all those who have recently received or are waiting for exam results, those facing times of transition in changing school, starting college or work.

Those who are sick, grieving, or in any kind of need, remembering especially: 
Garsington: Shirley Royal
Cuddesdon:  Julie Grindod, 
Horspath: Anne & Bob Adams, John Llewellyn, 
For those who have died, and those who grieve for them  including Karen Shirley (Cuddesdon), John Hiatt and Michael Carter (Garsington)

Notices:

Storytime Church – Storytime Church is taking a summer break in August and will re-start on Sunday 13th September.

Daily Prayer: - during August, we will take a break from saying Morning and Evening Prayer together in our parish churches. All are invited to pray Morning and Evening Prayer at home this month. Tom will liaise with Churchwardens and PCCs to identify a pattern of prayer which might enable more people to pray together more frequently, in our churches or homes, from September.     

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP – ALL SAINTS, CUDDESDON – 5pm on Wednesdays 
ALL WELCOME – 30 minutes of silent prayer FOLLOWED BY: Midweek Eucharist 6pm in All Saints Cuddesdon. 
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