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Louthesk@lincoln.anglican.org

Deanery Office Address:
The Rectory
Peppin Lane
Fotherby
Louth
LN11 0UW

Office Opening Hours at the Rectory: 9am - 4.30pm
Wednesday/Thursday Subject to change

Denise Works from home Mon, Tues and Fri.

“If you want to go fast go alone;
If you want to go far go together”

(African proverb)

Week Commencing 16th August 2026

St John the Baptist Belleau





Why is St. Clare the patron saint of
screens?

St. Clare of Assisi is the patron saint of
televisions and computer screens, believe it
or not. An early follower of St. Francis,
Clare founded The Order of Poor Ladies,
which eventually became known as the
Poor Clares. Late in her life, she fell too ill
to attend church, and one day the images
and sounds of the entire Mass appeared in
full on the wall of her room. This story
would have been well-known to Italian
native Pope Pius XII, who in 1957 named
her the patroness of this new invention—
television—that, in his words, “is a
wonderful instrument… which can be the
source of very great wealth, but also of deep
troubles.” This may be why he chose a saint
steeped in humility, poverty, and love of
God as its patroness. St. Clare is also the
patron saint of sore eyes and embroidery,
so let us invoke her prayers on our behalf
as we learn to teach and work online and
perhaps cultivate new hobbies as we shelter
in place. St. Clare of Assisi, pray for us!

St Lawrence
Feast Day: August 10
Born (about) 225 - Died 258
This famous martyr of Rome lived in the third century.
He was one of seven deacons who were in charge of
giving help to the poor and the needy. Then big trouble
started and the troublemakers who did not like
Christians decided to kill Pope St.Sixtus II. As they took
the Pope away for execution (to chop off his head),
Lawrence followed him weeping. "Father, where are you
going without your deacon?" The Pope answered, "I am
not leaving you, my son, in three days you will follow
me." Full of joy, Lawrence gave to the poor the rest of the
money he had with him. He even sold expensive church
vessels so he would have more money to give away. The
prefect of Rome, a greedy man, thought the Church had
a great fortune hidden away. He ordered Lawrence to
bring the Church's treasure to him. The saint said he
would, in three days. Then he went through the city and
gathered together all the poor and sick people supported
by the Church. He showed them to the prefect and said:
"These people are the Church's treasure." The prefect
was furious. In his anger he asked them to kill Lawrence
slowly so he would suffer more. The saint was tied on top
of an iron grill over a slow fire that roasted him. God
gave him so much strength and joy that Lawrence joked
with the judge saying "Turn me over". Before he died, he
prayed that the city of Rome might be converted to
Jesus. He prayed that the Catholic faith would spread all
over the world.
Lawrence died on August 10, 258. His feast spread
throughout Italy and northern Africa. Emperor
Constantine built a beautiful basilica in Lawrence's
honour. St. Lawrence is among the saints mentioned in
the First Eucharistic Prayer at Mass. He is the patron
saint of school children, poor people, cooks and
comedians to name but a few.

" Mother Karen is away this
week and is sharing this piece
about St Clare of Assisi whose

Feast Day is 11th August"



Louthesk Deanery Intercessions
Sunday August 16th – Saturday August 22nd 2026

TRINITY 11

On Thursday August 20th the church commemorates Bernard of Clairvaux
(1090 – 1153). He was an abbot, mystic, co-founder of the Knights Templar,
and a major leader in the reform of the Benedictines through the early
formation of the Cistercian Order. His work and words inspired the church in
Europe at a time of upheaval and the central place of monasticism essential to
the life of ordinary people for the following 500 years.

 
 Jesus, the thought of you alone

 with gladness fills my mind,
 but oh, to stand before your throne,

 and rest eternal find.
 

 No voice can sing, no heart can frame,
 nor can the memory find,

 a sweeter sound than Jesus’ name
 the Lord of humankind.

 
 O joy of ev’ry contrite soul,

 and ev’ry gentle heart,
 you make the broken spirit whole,

 and perfect peace impart.
 

 Jesus, you are our chief delight,
 as you our prize will be,

 your praise shall all our hearts unite
 throughout eternity.

(A modern translation of the hymn of Bernard of Clairvaux)
 

Praying for each other in the Spirit of Unity, Forgiveness and Love



THE MIDMARSH GROUP (Continued) 
 

Day 16 
GRIMOLDBY, St Edith Pete Bates [cw] [sec] [tr] 
MANBY, St Mary Roger Green [cw] Dita Lacey [cw] Dorothy Selfe [tr] Susan Price [sec] 
 

Day 17 
SALTFLEETBY, St Peter June Spetch (cw) Peter Hatton (tr) Susan Handley [sec] 
SOUTH COCKERINGTON, St Leonard Rebekah Cox [tr] Diane Bell [sec]
THEDDLETHORPE, St Helen [Exploring Closure] 
 

NORTH SOMERCOTES AND MARSHCHAPEL GROUP 
 

Day 18 
CONISHOLME, St Peters [Exploring closure] 
GRAINTHORPE, St Clements Major Bark [cw] Sally Johnson [sec] 
 

Day 19 
MARSHCHAPEL, St Mary Olivia Hurton [cw] [sec] Christel Henderson [cw] Lesley Collins [tr] 
NORTH SOMERCOTES, St Mary Linda Rose-King [cw] Melanie Drewery (cw)Lynda Dobson [tr]
Christine Wells [sec] 
 

THE WIDER CONTEXT OF THE LOUTHESK DEANERY 
 

Day 20 
Those who serve our local churches: 
All PCC and DCC members, Organists, Choirs, Those exercising a welcome
ministry, Bell Ringers, Flower arrangers, Church cleaners and maintenance of
buildings , Fund raisers, Organisers of after-church refreshments, coffee
mornings, lunch clubs, afternoon teas, food hubs, community larders and warm
spaces 
 

Day 21 
Officers of the Deanery: 
Archdeacon: Eleanor Robertshaw, The Partnership Dean: Chris Lilley , Rural
Dean: Terry Steele, Lay Chair: Stephen Woodcock, Deanery Treasurer: Matthew
Pettifer, Deanery Administrators: Julie Speakman & Denise Bell , Deanery
Synod Secretary: Anita Samaan , All members of the Deanery Synod 
 

Day 22 
STIPENDIARY CLERGY 
Karen Gooding [Rural Mission Enabler] 





The Bunting Trail 2026
A Community in Unity
Our Story
Bunting Community in Unity began in April 2025 when four local, self-employed women, all with busy working
and family lives, came together through a shared passion for St Mary’s Church, North Somercotes, and its Church
Hall.
We could see how important the Church Hall was to village life, but we could also see how much work was needed
to ensure that this much-loved community building could continue to serve local people for many years to come.
We therefore formed Bunting Community in Unity, with the ambitious aim of raising funds towards the renovation
and improvement of St Mary’s Church Hall.
But from the beginning, we wanted it to be about more than simply raising money.
We wanted to create events that brought people together, encouraged community involvement and gave people a
reason to smile, meet their neighbours and feel part of something happening within their village.
The Bunting Trail has become a wonderful example of exactly that.
The Bunting Trail 2026
Held over the weekend of 1st and 2nd August 2026, this year’s Bunting Trail saw bunting weave its way through
North Somercotes, leading visitors from venue to venue and creating a real sense of celebration throughout the
village.
The Trail brought together St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Church Hall, the Village Hall and the Playing Fields, with
arts and crafts, local makers, food, refreshments, activities and community displays along the way.
People quite literally followed the bunting around the village.
Families walked the Trail together, visitors discovered different parts of the community, local makers had an
opportunity to showcase their work and volunteers gave their time to make the weekend possible.
There were scarecrows, decorated gardens and gates, creative displays and, of course, bunting everywhere.
For two days, the village felt connected by one colourful thread.
An Incredible Result
The financial result has exceeded anything we could have imagined.
The Bunting Trail 2026 raised an incredible £7,500.
For four volunteers organising an event around our own businesses, families and other commitments, that is
something of which we are immensely proud.
However, we believe the success of the Bunting Trail cannot be measured by the money raised alone.
Its success was also in the conversations, the laughter, the volunteers working alongside one another, the families
following the Trail, the support given to local makers and the wonderful sense of community that filled North
Somercotes throughout the weekend.
The Bunting Trail demonstrated what can happen when a community is given an opportunity to come together.
The money raised will help us move another step closer to our goal of improving St Mary’s Church Hall, but
perhaps just as importantly, the Trail has helped strengthen the connections between the Church, the Church Hall
and the wider community.
That is at the heart of Bunting Community in Unity.



Great Carlton
St John the Baptist

Great Carlton 
Wedding 

A week ago, Great Carlton hosted the wedding
of Victoria and Andrew. Victoria is the
daughter of the wonderful church warden,
Carol Carter, who has graciously allowed me to
share these beautiful pictures from the special
day. Congratulations to the happy couple!

Cornerstone club 
Utterby St Andrew’s

Some of the activities enjoyed last Tuesday
at Utterby - building, exploring, potion
mixing, crafting……. 





David Margarson 
davidjames.margarson@gmail.com

07511 011975
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