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 Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 
Guide me in your truth and teach me,  

for you are God my Saviour, 
And my hope is in you all day long. 

Psalm 25 v 4&5  
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WILSONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

(Ivan J Kirkham) 
 

48 Cinderhill Lane 
Scholar Green 
Stoke-on-Trent 

 

Tel: 01782-785937 

We really appreciate the support 
of our advertisers in  the Lawton 
Light magazine. We produce 150 
hard copies and it has a 
readership locally of 2.5 times 
that. It is available on our 
website and also on a Church 
Near You—so it reaches the 
world!  
 

If you would like to advertise in 
Lawton Light please contact the 
editor Jane Baker on Telephone 
01270 876363 or email:  
editor@allsaintschurchlawton. 

This space could 
be yours for  

£25.00 per year 
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LAWTON LIGHT!    Who’s Who at All Saints’? 

Curate Rev Sis. Heather Kemball**                 Mob:07473 355646 

Lay Ministers Margaret Cruxton* Tel:01270 876366 

 Bev Boulton** Tel:01270 874491 

Church Wardens Jane Baker Tel:01270 876363 

 Bev Boulton Tel:01270 874491            

Dty. Church 
 Warden  

Paul Cruxton Tel:01270 876366 

PCC Secretary Helen Mottram Tel:01782782598           

Treasurer PCC Yvonne Banks Tel:01782 782571 

Messy Church Kirsty Hicks Tel:07463918857 

Lawton Light! Jane Baker Tel:01270 876363 

Musical Director Margaret Cruxton Tel:01270 876366 

Parish Visitor Bev Nixon Via Mob: 07473 355646 

**  Members of our team are very pleased to visit you in your home, to 
listen to you, talk with you, and pray with you. Nothing is too trivial, 
and nothing is beyond the reach of God's love and grace.  

 

All you have to do is pick up the telephone and call.  
 

We will be delighted to hear from you, and respond to your need.   
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September Letter 
 

Dear Friends, 
One of the things I love about 
reading the gospel accounts are the 
details of the different encounters 
Jesus had with people from all walks 
of life. Sometimes he met people in 
the midst of crowds, such as when he 
attended festivals and worship at the 
temple, or when he fed a crowd of 
around five thousand with the loaves 
and fishes.   
 

Sometimes we read about him 
meeting with smaller groups, like the 
twelve disciples or the seventy-two 
he sent out with his message of good 
news accompanied by miracles. And 
finally there are the encounters Jesus 
had with individuals. Some are very 
detailed, others are just a few lines. 
There are over thirty of these – from 
the rich and powerful (King Herod, 
Pontius Pilate, Nicodemus) to the 
outcast, the poor and the  vulnerable 
(lepers, the dying thief, the widow of 
Nain).  
 
This month we’re going to look at 
four of the individuals Jesus met and 
see what we can learn from these 
encounters. The four we’ve chosen 
are all women because they are 
unexpected and noteworthy.  
In speaking to them we see Jesus 
going against the social norms of his 
day in order to teach, to heal and 
show compassion to those in need. 

Together, during the course of 
September, we will focus on the 
Samaritan woman, Mary the sister of 
Lazarus, the woman caught in 
adultery and the Canaanite woman. 
In each case the encounter was life-
changing and expanded their 
understanding about the character 
and love of God.  

Of course Jesus met with these 
women around 2000 years ago when 
he walked this earth. But many 
Christians who follow him and try to 
live in a way that is pleasing to God 
would also say “I have met with 
Jesus, and he’s changed my life”.  
I wonder who you will encounter this 
month, and the impact they might 
have? I wonder whether you would 
like to meet with Jesus through his 
Holy Spirit and see the difference he 
would bring. You are very welcome 
to join us for these September 
services or contact us if you would 
like to know more, 
 

God bless, 
Heather 
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Repairs At All Saints’ 
 
A programme of works, to re-point 

the southern 

elevation of 

the church 

sanctuary 

and carry out 

essential roof 

repairs, is to 

start in late September or early 

October. The work will be carried 

out by two different companies 

and is expected to last 

approximately three weeks; 

disruption will be kept to a 

minimum and both exits will be 

kept clear at all times. The work 

will require full scaffolding around 

three sides of church and of 

course is weather dependent. 

The brickwork and lower stone 

section of the wall will be re-

pointed using Hydraulic Lime and 

damaged / shaling bricks repaired 

but before this can happen the 

existing pointing will be removed 

to a depth of 10mm. The current 

pointing was incorrectly done 

approx. 60 years ago, using 

cement and it is this that is 

damaging the brick face by not 

allowing the wall to dry out 

properly. The internal plaster 

damage, mainly due to defective 

guttering drenching the outside 

wall (repaired last December) will 

be rectified once the pointing has 

been completed. 

Repairs to the roof will consist of 

replacing damaged and slipped 

slates, installing an eaves tray to 

ensure all rainwater is directed 

into the guttering and replacing 

the numerous cracked ridge tiles. 

The roof problems are mainly 

weather related ‘wear and tear’ 

and poor workmanship when the 

roof was re-slated, using second 

hand materials, 60 years ago.  

As I expect you realise, with any 

building work start and end dates 

are only an approximation and any 

attempt to obtain a definite date 

from your builder results in being 

told .. it’s too cold and wet at the 

moment we need better weather, 

or it’s too hot and sunny at the 

moment we need cooler weather !  

      

 -  Tony Mottram 
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Meru’s Musings  
Remembered… 
 

Teasers 

Q: Throw away the outside and cook 
the inside, then eat the outside and 
throw away the inside. What 
is it? 
Q: What is at the end of a rainbow? 
Q: What kind of tree can you carry in 
your hand? 
Q: They come out at night without 
being called, and are lost in the day 
without being stolen. What are 
they? 
Q: What is always in front of you, but 
can’t be seen? 

 

 
Latin names 
Cornelius                                Cornelius 
Crispianus                                 Crispian 
Cudburdus                              Cuthbert 
Cutbartus                                Cuthbert 
Cuthbertus                              Cuthbert 
Danielis                                        Daniel 
Davidus                                         David 
Diana                                            Diana 
Dionysia                                      Denise 
Dionysius                                    Dennis 
Dorothea                                  Dorothy 
Dulcia                                          Dowse 
Edmondus                                Edmund 
Edrus                                          Edward 
Edwardus                                   Edward 
Egidia                                               Giles 
Egidius                                            Giles 
Eleanora                                     Eleanor 

Sayings of old 
Habit: 
When a habit begins to cost money, 
it’s called a hobby. 
Habit is overcome by habit. 
Happiness: 
From happiness to sorrow takes a 
moment, from sorrow to happiness 
takes years. 
To be happy you must first make 
others happy. 
Hate: 
Hatred usually joins lies. 
Hatred is the fruit of fear. 
People usually hate what they do not 
understand. 
Health: 
Worms eat you when you are dead, 
worries eat you up when you are 
alive. 
He who enjoys good health is rich, 
thought he knows it not. 
Heart: 
A stab in the heart leaves a hole. 
God is closest to those with broken 
hearts. 
The man who helps others with no 
desire for reward deserves the 
highest honours. 
Always help those who are being 
persecuted. 
Heaven: 
Everyone wants to go to heaven, but 
no one wants to die. 
Guide well thy thoughts, for they are 
heard in Heaven. 

 
Meru Ullah 
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* 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

13th September 
9.00am 

The 10 lepers 
 
 
 

 
 
In Messy Church children and their 
parents/carers have fun learning about the 
Christian faith together through different 
activities—crafts, cooking, games, songs…  
 
 
 
 

  
 
If you would like to know more about 
Messy Church please contact: 
Kirsty Hicks 07463918857   
 
Or come along on the day. 
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Reflected Faith  
Series - The Peace 
 

Last time we reflected on the time 
of ‘Intercessions’ within our ser-
vice. This month, we consider what 
comes next. 
In a Common Worship Communion 
service, the ‘Peace’ comes straight 
after the Intercessions. There is no 
such thing with a Book of Common 
Prayer (BCP) service. 
 
A time of sharing ‘The Peace’ is not 
restricted to Communion services, 
but may take place in other ser-
vices also. 
 
It does not have to follow the In-
tercessions, but instead could also 
be held towards the start or end of 
the service. 
 
Where you place ‘the Peace’ is sig-
nificant: having it at the beginning 
emphasises the community coming 
together, whilst towards the end 
of the service might be to empha-
sise the importance of being to-
gether that encourages and ena-
bles us to take God with us into 
our everyday lives. 
 
But why have it at all? Haven’t we 
all come together to this service to 
worship the same God? To be to-

gether with others who think and 
believe as we do? 
 
Hopefully yes, but sometimes we 
just need a visible sign of that very 
unity and a reminder that we are a 
part of this community where we 
are, as well as a part of the wider 
church across the world. 
 
It is so easy to forget this. To just 
go on repeat and not be conscious 
of this enormous honour that we 
have to ‘meet together in His pres-
ence’. 
 
‘Sharing the peace’- however we 
do that - with one another is a 
demonstrative act of community. 
Everyone is included. 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always 
with you – And also with you. 
 
This month 
Where is ‘The Peace’ placed within 
your service and what do you think 
is the reason for that? Does mak-
ing a physical connection – howev-
er you do that – with those around 
you make a difference to your 
thinking about ‘community’? 
 
The Revd Dr Jo White continuing her 
series on aspects of Christianity. 
 



9 

‘He gave us eyes to 
see them’ – the 
church bells 
 

‘Summoned by Bells’ is the title of 
John Betjeman’s poetic 
autobiography, where he 
describes how bells summoned 
him to school and to church. Bells 
announcing the joy of weddings 
and Sunday services; and also 
marking out times of sadness and 
the death of loved ones. 
 

One of the strangest bell-towers is 
at St Augustine’s Church, 
Brookland in Kent, north-east of 
Rye. It was originally built in the 
medieval period, and now stands 
as a triple coned, wooden, 
octagonal tower detached from 
the church, and clad with shingles 
in 1936.  
 

The story is that the tower looked 
down at a beautiful bride about to 
marry an unpleasant groom: it 
was such a surprise that the tower 
jumped off the church in shock. 
The truth is that the church was 
built on marshy ground, and a 
stronger foundation was needed 
for the bells. And so the tower 
was built north of the church. 
Like all belfries and steeples, it is 
an impressive witness to the place 

of bells in human life and work: as 
time-keepers, announcing both 
festive occasions and 
emergencies, and calling people 
away from more worldly pursuits 
to worship. That is why bells have 
always been blessed at their 
installation for their true function 
is to ring out the harmony of 
heaven.  
 

The tenor bell at Warburton 
Church in Cheshire is inscribed 
with the words, ‘I bid you to the 
house of prayer. St Werburgh’s 
hallowed name I bear. Good folk 
draw near and humbly pray, as 
prayed that saint in olden day.’  
 
As a little boy, John Betjeman 
would listen to the bells with his 
teddy bear, Archibald. ‘I heard the 
church bells hollowing out the 
sky, deep beyond deep, like never
-ending stars.’ For him, for the 
people of Brookland, and for all of 
us, the bells were like stars 
lighting up the sky with faith and 
joy and praise. 
 

The Revd Michael Burgess 
 

Thank you to all the bell ringers 
at All Saints’ ringing the 8 bells  
across the parish  on Sundays and 
special occasions. 
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Church Collections for July 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our thanks to everyone who has helped us by giving faithfully 
and generously towards our costs of mission, ministry and   
maintenance. 
 

During this unprecedented challenging time, you can also keep up to date 
via our website where you can find out about our worship, church life,    
giving and accessing our monthly parish magazine. 

Week Beginning 5th £713.32 

Week Beginning 12th £1,101.54 

Week Beginning 19th £733.17 

Week Beginning 26th £347.40 

From the Registers 
 
Funerals 
 
 
 

 On  10th  August Stuart Woodward  Age 95 years 
 On  24th August Christine Richardson Age 84 years 
 On 4th September    Molly Ruth Minshull Age 85 years 
 
 
 
 “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie 
down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, ….   Surely good-
ness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.”    

(23rd Psalm) 
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Laugh 
lines 

etcetera... 

Signs found in modern  

kitchens…. 
 

1. If a messy kitchen is a happy 
kitchen, this kitchen is delirious. 
2. No husband has ever been 
shot while doing the dishes. 
3. A husband is someone who 
takes out the rubbish and gives 
the impression he just cleaned 
the whole house. 
4. If we are what we eat, then 
I’m easy, fast, and cheap. 
5. A balanced diet is a biscuit in 
each hand. 
6. Thou shalt not weigh more 
than thy refrigerator. 
7. A clean house is a sign of a 
misspent life. 
9. Help keep the kitchen clean — 
eat out. 
10. Many people have eaten in 
this kitchen and gone on to lead 
normal lives.  

Eve’s arrival 

At Sunday School they were teaching 
how God created everything, 
including human beings. Little Charles 
seemed especially intent when they 
told him how Eve was created out of 
one of Adam’s ribs. Later in the week 
his mother noticed him lying down as 
though he were ill, and she said, 
“Charles, what is the matter?” 

Little Charles responded solemnly, 
“There’s a pain in my side. I think I’m 
going to have a wife.” 

Jerusalem 

A Sunday School teacher asked 
her class why Joseph and Mary 
took Jesus with them to Jerusa-
lem.  A small child replied: “They 
couldn’t get a babysitter.” 
 

Typeface 

I’m working on a new typeface 
to be used for church bulletins. I 
call it Baptismal Font. 
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Recycling & Green 
Living Tips 

 

 

Save your Dandelions 
 

Many people consider these wildflowers as weeds and remove them. 
However, they are very important for wildlife so save them. 
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Give up on single-use plastic 
bottles 
 

The UK sells almost 8 billion single-
use plastic bottles each year. More 
than a third are not collected for 
recycling. Millions of pounds have 
been spent to improve public access 
to water refilling stations to try and 
reduce consumption of plastics.  
 

The best option is to have a re-usable 
bottle which you can refill whenever 
you need water. A new deposit 
scheme is proposed for October 2027 
when there will be a 20p refundable 
deposit on drinks in plastic bottles 
and aluminum cans.  
 

Five recycling myths 
 

"There is no point recycling, it 
doesn't make a difference:  

Recycling stops tonnes of waste 
being buried in landfill. In the UK, 
recycling saves about 10-15 million 
tonnes of carbon emissions a year, 
the equivalent of taking 3.5 million 
cars off the road. 
 

"My recycling will end up getting 
thrown away with the rubbish 
anyway":  

Your recycled material is a valuable 
resource. Once it has been collected 
from your doorstep it is then sorted, 
bailed and transported to processors 
to be made into new products. 

 

"I don’t create any food waste so I 

don’t need to use a food waste 
collection":  

We all create some unavoidable food 
waste such as peelings, eggshells, 
teabags and bones. If you have a 
food waste collection at home these 
can go in your food waste caddy. Or 
have a compost bin or heap in your 
garden. 
 

"Paper can only be recycled a few 
times":  

Whilst it is true that paper fibres 
start to break down once they have 
been recycled five-six times, even 
then they can still be put to good use 
in egg cartons, loft insulation, paints 
and even new road surfaces. 
 

"Recycling metal uses more energy 
than extracting the raw material": 
This is not true. Mining and 
processing metal uses huge amounts 
of resources and energy. Recycling 
cans saves up to 95% of the energy 
needed to make new cans from raw 
material. 
 

If you are on a beach, please take 
all your rubbish 
 

So many people dump rubbish on the 
beach wherever they are. So, if you 
are on a beach at any time, either 
put  it in a bin if there is one or take it 
home and bin it. So `many creatures 
leave foot prints but only humans 
leave litter. 

Happy Recycling 

Carol Henshaw 
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All  Saints’ Community Page  

The volunteers meet on Tuesdays and or Thursdays each week 10am to 
12pm. even on the hottest and coldest of days throughout the year. This 
summer has been a hot one! The team gathered together and set about 
various task that needed doing, it was though important to take regular 
breaks and have cups of tea to refresh. The group have had some fun with 
various poses for the photographs. Thank you Michael for sending through 
for the magazine whilst I and a few others are on holiday. 

Paul, Chris, Kath Michael and Tony  Kath and Karen taking a tea break  

Pat and Paul enjoying a tea break 

Paul, Tony and Pat alongside a new 
position of the bins? I’ve not got to 
the bottom of this move yet! 

Tony has been  
renovating and 
 repairing various 
parts of the toilet 
this summer. Thank 
you Tony for com-
pleting a much 
needed update.  

Tools at 
the ready 
for Paul, 
Chris & 
Tony 
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Fancy a game of Logo,  
Dominoes,  Rummikub, Snakes 

and  Ladders,  
Ludo, Scrabble or  other games. 

 

2pm 8th September 
Enjoy a challenge or  

teach others.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26th September 10.30am to 12.30pm 
Douglas Macmillan Coffee morning 
 
7th November 10.30am to 12.30pm  
Coffee & Christma Craft Fayre 
 
5th –11th December  
Christmas Tree Festival 
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All Saints’ Church Lawton is open daily 
The church is open daily for private prayer 10am to 4pm. 

Come in and spend a few quiet moments in the tranquil and  

peaceful setting. There is a prayer station at the front of  the  
church  or simply choose a pew. 
 

Morning Prayer at All Saints’ 
Rev Sister Heather Kemball warmly invites you to join her  for   
Morning Prayer at 9.30am  on Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
 

Midweek Communion at the Rectory 
On the first Wednesday of each month at either 11am or 6.30pm, followed 

by either an informal lunch or supper. Everyone is welcome.  

Prayer Diary 

Prayer Diary with the names of all those on the electoral roll to enable us to 
pray regularly for one another, is available in church.   

Prayer for September 2026 

 

Dear Lord, September – the month of new starts! 
New terms, new groups, new friends, new hopes, every year. 
Lord, be with us! 
 

Lord, thank you for the new start you offer us when we put our trust 
in Jesus. A new start that we make once – and then can renew every 
day. 
 

Every time we falter, you pick us up. Every time we come back to you, 
you forgive us and accept us. 
Thank you, Lord, for never letting us down, for never leaving or 
forsaking us, that new starts with you are always possible, not just in 
September. 
 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Date Epistle Gospel  

6th Acts 19:1-20 John 4:4-26, 39-42 

13th Ephesians 2:1-11 John 12:1-8 

20th Jeremiah 3:6-15 John 8:1-11 

27th Psalm 25: 1-15 Matthew 15:21-28 

    Bible Readings for September Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please send any material for  
inclusion in the  
October Lawton Light!   
By  10th September 
 
 
To Jane Baker  
Telephone 01270 876363 or email: 
editor@allsaintschurchlawton.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Teasers 
Q: Throw away the outside and 
cook the inside, then eat the out-
side and throw away the inside. 
What 
is it? 
A: Corn on the cob. 
Q: What is at the end of a rain-
bow? 
A: The letter W! 
Q: What kind of tree can you carry 
in your hand? 
A: A palm! 
Q: They come out at night without 
being called, and are lost in the 
day without being stolen. What 
are 
they? 
A: Stars! 
Q: What is always in front of you, 
but can’t be seen? 
A: The future. 
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Services & Speakers September 2026 

 8.30am 10.45am 6.00pm 

 Trinity 14  

6th 
Holy Communion Holy Communion 

Service of the 
Word 

 Martin Oram Martin Oram Margaret Cruxton 

13th Trinity 15  

  Praise & Prayer    Holy Communion 

  Margaret Cruxton Margaret Cruxton 

20th Trinity 16 

 Holy Communion Holy Communion Evening Prayer 

 Bev Boulton Anthony Rigby Bev Boulton 

27th Trinity 17 

  Praise & Prayer Holy Communion 

  Bev Boulton Bev Boulton 

 

Summer Series:  
Women who met Jesus 
6th  Samaritan woman 
13th Mary 
20th Adulterous woman 
27th Canaanite woman 
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September 2026 Rotas 

 Date Time Service  Readers Prayers 

6th September 8.30am Holy Communion BCP   

 10.45am Holy Communion CW Janet Parker Bev Boulton 

   Margaret Mellor  

 6pm Service of the Word Ken Newton  Bev Boulton 

   Christine Hollins  

13th September     

 10.45am Praise & Prayer Helen Mottram Jane Baker 

   Pat Lancaster  

 6pm Holy Communion CW Harold Dowler Jane Baker 

   Chris Preston  

20th September 8.30am Holy Communion BCP   

 10.45am Holy Communion Paul  Cruxton Bev Nixon 

   Ruth Griffith  

 6pm Evening Prayer Ken Newton  Harold Dowler 

   Christine Hollins  

27th September     

 10.45am Praise & Prayer Margaret Mellor Alan Kemball 

   Di Wiliams  

 6pm Holy Communion BCP 
 

Harold Dowler Service Prayers 

   Chris Preston  
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Odlum’s Garage 
 

Knutsford Road, Rode Heath 
ST7 3SN 

Sales, service, new & used parts,  

body shop, MOT, diagnostic testing.  

Saturday servicing 
 

Tel: 01270-876226 
kevinodlumsgarage@gmail.com 


