The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
16th August  The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

Readings:  Isaiah 56.1, 6 - 8, Romans 11.1 - 2a, 29 – 32 and Matthew 15. [10 - 20] 21 - 28 


	

	
	





	


Collect 



O God, you declare your almighty power
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace,
that we, running the way of your commandments,
may receive your gracious promises,
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 


Post Communion 






Lord of all mercy,
we your faithful people have celebrated that 
   one true sacrifice which takes away our sins 
       and brings pardon and peace:
by our communion
keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel
and preserve us from all sin;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen



In Our Prayers 

Lord, we remember you are the living bread, you nourish us beyond all else. You remain in us, and we in you. Hear our prayers we bring before you.  
· We pray for all who are involved in local, national and international governance. May they work for mercy and peace in their communities, so that there will be an end to conflict and injustice.
· We pray for peacemakers, wherever they may be. May the wars and bloodshed in so many places in our beautiful but fragile world make way for understanding, justice and hope.
· We pray for families as they spend extra time together during the summer holiday period. May they grow in happiness with every minute of every day.
· We pray for farmers and growers in this time of drought. May good rains come soon to refresh our land and water sources.
· We pray for all those who work for the emergency services. May they be rewarded for their courage and generosity to the many people to whom they offer care, protection and hope.
Loving Lord, help us to be with you in all that we say, think and do. Father, Son and Holy Spirit, watch over, protect and bless us.  Amen
Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand •
Thelma Thompson






Notices 
Today’s Services are:


  Pilgrim Centre	    8.00 am        Holy Communion
  Acton Scott        11.00 am        Holy Communion
  Wistanstow           6.00 pm        Evensong



Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 


The House Group meets next at 2 Maple Close on Thursday 20th August at 7.00 pm. The book is Gilead by Marilynne Robinson. Please read to the top of page 190. Do come along and join us.

Craven Arms Loss Matters, A mutual support group for people living with loss meets next on Fri 21st August at 2.30 pm at Open Arms (the former Barclays Bank), Corvedale Rd. More information from David Wiseman davidwiseman50@gmail.com / 01588 674738.


There will be a fund raising Tea & Cakes at Stokesay Church on Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August from 10 am to 4 pm. Offers of cake and/or help on the day would be much appreciated. Please contact Jan Dovey 01588 672459 / janet.dovey@btinternet.com .

South Shropshire Inter-Faith is planning a trip to the Temple of Peace in Cardiff on Thurs 3rd Sept. Transport and lunch will be covered by SSIF but donations will be invited to help towards cost. If you would like to join them, please send expressions of interest to: Mark Michaels  markjmichaels@googlemail.com . 


Pray for young people receiving their GCSE results. Pray for peace, encouragement, and wisdom for the decisions ahead. Remember students, families, schools, colleges, and universities navigating A-level results day and university clearing, especially those facing uncertainty or disappointment. Pray also for children, teachers, and school staff preparing to return to classrooms. Grant renewed energy, confidence, kindness, and hope for the term ahead, and support all families adjusting to changing routines and responsibilities during this season of transition. 



If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.

Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’

Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  


Services & readings for next Sunday (Green)

Isaiah 51.1-6, Romans 12.1-8, Matthew 16.13-20

  Stokesay             9.45 am         Holy Communion

  Wistanstow       11.15 am         All-age Worship

  Acton Scott         6.30 pm         Evensong  
Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed




