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Elham Valley Group Newsletter 16th  August 2026 
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : 11th Sunday after Trinity
9.30am – Eucharist - St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am – Morning Prayer– St Martin, Acrise
10am – Eucharist – St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am  - New Day – St Mary Magdalen, Denton
4pm – Evening Holy Communion - St Oswald, Paddlesworth
Tuesday 18th August – 8.30am – Morning Prayer – Elham
	The Collect: 
God of glory, the end of our searching,
help us to lay aside all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, and to give all that we have to gain the pearl beyond all price, through our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen
	Post Communion Prayer:  
Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice
which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: by our communion keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel and preserve us from all sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.  
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant— 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8 Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.

	Gospel Reading:  Matthew 15:10-28
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?’ 13 He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’ 15 But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ 16 Then he said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.’  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ 26 He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 27 She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ 28 Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly. 

	Please Pray for Joseph, Mark, Andy Ashman, Val Pinder, Roger Goody, Jenni Lister, The Bradley family, Wendy Cook, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, Michael Kirk, Lilian Bowles & family, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, John Speicher, Barbara Amblard, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time Harry Walker, Ron Waitt & Dennis White.

	 For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator as above.
To arrange for Funerals, Ashes Interments, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows, and all other services please contact Revd Sharon Paine - 07503 290552 or email sharonpaine10@aol.com



Parish Notices: 
Baptism – Beau Shields – Sun. 30th Aug. 1pm - Acrise
Funeral – Barbara Amblard – Tue. 18th August 1pm – Barham Crematorium

Music on a Friday & BBQ – Fri. 14th August 7pm – Lyminge – Free!

Benefice Notices:
Benefice Prayer Meeting
For the last several months a few of us have met at Lyminge church at 9am on the 4th Thursday of each month. We pray for our benefice churches, the village communities, and any particular need we are aware of, both local and wider. It would be lovely to have representatives from other churches to join us in upholding these needs in prayer. Do feel free to join us. The next meeting is on the 27th August. 
If you have any questions, or prayer requests, do contact me on sharonpaine10@aol.com or 07503 290552. Rev. Sharon
Benefice Eucharist Service – Sun. 30th August 10am – St Mary Magdalene, Denton (see website for more details)
6th September : Revd Carol’s last Eucharist Service in Elham Valley @10am at  Elham


For church enquiries please contact the following people :
ACRISE - Simon Smith simon1210@outlook.com
DENTON & WOOTTON -  Lesley Alexander lesley.j.alexander@icloud.com or Allyn Thomas allyndgthomas@aol.com
ELHAM -  Deborah Bamforth dbdbamforth0@gmail.com or Lynda Vincent lyndaV46@gmail.com
LYMINGE with PADDLESWORTH - Mike Chinneck mike.chinneck@gmail.com or Lyle Arnold sunshowers33@yahoo.com
POSTLING - Peter Le Feuvre plefandsem@doctors.org.uk or Andrew Ferguson fergusons@mail.com
STANFORD - Christine Oliver christineaoliver@btinternet.com or Kathryn Druery kdruery@hotmail.co.uk
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