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Elham Valley Group Newsletter 23rd August 2026 
“Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all”
Find us online : www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk OR www.achurchnearyou.com
This week’s services : 12th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am – Morning Prayer – St Mary & St Radegund, Postling
9.30am – Morning Service- St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am – Service of the Word– St Martin, Acrise
9.30am – Eucharist – All Saints, Stanford
10am – Family Praise – St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am  - Eucharist – St Martin, Wootton

Tuesday 25th  August – 8.30am – Morning Prayer – Elham
Thursday 27th August – 9am – Benefice Prayer Meeting - Lyminge
	The Collect: 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and to give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
	Post Communion Prayer:  
God of all mercy, in this eucharist you have set aside our sins and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

	Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

	Gospel Reading:  Matthew 16:13-20
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14 And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15 He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 17 And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

	Please Pray for Joseph, Mark, Andy Ashman, Val Pinder, Roger Goody, Jenni Lister, The Bradley family, Wendy Cook, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, Michael Kirk, Lilian Bowles & family, Claire Laker.
Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk  to add people to the prayers.
Please pray for the departed, John Speicher, Barbara Amblard, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this time, Thelma Finch, Gordon Smith, Alan Davies, Dorothy List, Dorothy Laker, Roy Ladd & Michelle Hearnden.

	 For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator as above.
To arrange for Funerals, Ashes Interments, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows, and all other services please contact Revd Sharon Paine - 07503 290552 or email sharonpaine10@aol.com



Parish Notices: 
Baptism – Beau Shields – Sun. 30th Aug. 1pm - Acrise
Wedding – Lucie Brachet & Ryan Hobbs – Sat. 5th Sep. 1.30pm - Wootton

Benefice Notices:
Benefice Prayer Meeting
For the last several months a few of us have met at Lyminge church at 9am on the 4th Thursday of each month. We pray for our benefice churches, the village communities, and any particular need we are aware of, both local and wider. It would be lovely to have representatives from other churches to join us in upholding these needs in prayer. Do feel free to join us. The next meeting is on the 27th August. 
If you have any questions, or prayer requests, do contact me on sharonpaine10@aol.com or 07503 290552. Rev. Sharon
Benefice Eucharist Service – Sun. 30th August 10am – St Mary Magdalene, Denton (see website for more details)

6th September: Revd Carol’s last Eucharist Service in Elham Valley  - 10am - Elham

For church enquiries please contact the following people :
ACRISE - Simon Smith simon1210@outlook.com
DENTON & WOOTTON -  Lesley Alexander lesley.j.alexander@icloud.com or Allyn Thomas allyndgthomas@aol.com
ELHAM -  Deborah Bamforth dbdbamforth0@gmail.com or Lynda Vincent lyndaV46@gmail.com
LYMINGE with PADDLESWORTH - Mike Chinneck mike.chinneck@gmail.com or Lyle Arnold sunshowers33@yahoo.com
POSTLING - Peter Le Feuvre plefandsem@doctors.org.uk or Andrew Ferguson fergusons@mail.com
STANFORD - Christine Oliver christineaoliver@btinternet.com or Kathryn Druery kdruery@hotmail.co.uk
image1.tif
Diocese of Canterbury
CHANGED LIVES @ CHANGING LIVES




