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As I write this the downpour of rain is both a welcome relief from the heat but also a worry when parts of Birmingham have been flooded and homes damaged, just days after homes were destroyed my wildfires. Welcome rain but yet we are promised a final heatwave next week before autumn properly moves in.
Already we can see berries abundant on the hedges around church and the leaves in nearby trees showing signs of their beautiful autumn foliage.   I love trees.  I love to watch the changing colours of the leaves, the way they rustle in the breeze, provide homes for birds, bend and bow in the wind and provide shelter under their branches.  I imagine what has happened to each tree to result in it being the shape it is today. What impacted on it and changed its shape, its story.  Trees are very much like us.  They are impacted by their environment like us, the right environment and the right nutrients and they grow big and strong and healthy but poor soil they weaken and do not flourish.  
They remind me of my faith in Jesus too.  They are steadfast and strong, like my Jesus. They provide shelter and support like my Jesus.  Their boughs reach out and touch each other like Jesus does to us, and there is so much more going on under the soil than humanity can see.
We have some lovely examples of trees in this area; Birmingham is quite a leafy city.  
This time of the year with falling leaves always makes me think of back-to-school times in my new school uniform, new school shoes which invariably hurt, new PE kit and new exercise books, new stationery and a new school bag whichever was the current trend.  I recall being very fond of my Womble Bag in the 70s.  
I’m sure we all know of children returning to school and teachers and school workers also returning to work.  In our church we have celebrated the success from exams and with them look forward to hearing about the adventures of 6th form life, of GCSE year and the big, exciting adventure of secondary school.   Maybe there are some adults we know committing to learning too in some new way.  We are never too old to learn something new.  
First century boys in Galilee like Jesus went to school where they learned reading and writing.  Reading from the Torah (the first five books of the Old Testament) and writing the Hebrew alphabet on wooden boards or slate. They would have spoken Aramaic at home but learned Hebrew to understand the scripture and most likely Greek to enable trade.  At home they learned their father’s trade or the mother’s housekeeping skills.  I like to imagine Jesus with homework and learning how to do carpentry at Joseph’s side.  
I will be starting my new role hopefully during September when I will be licensed as Assistant Priest serving St Thomas and St Richard’s churches.  This brings my curacy to an end after five years of study and training.  The date is still to be finalised but pencilled in for 22nd September. 
Rev Sue Round

September church services
If you want to discover more, come and join us any Sunday morning or at any of our community activities throughout the week.  
Sunday 6th September 10am - Holy Communion with a focus on Creation Sunday*
Sunday 13th September 10am - Morning Prayer
Sunday 13th September 4pm – Confirmation Service with Bishop Michael
Sunday 20th September 10am - Holy Communion
Tuesday 22nd September 7.30pm – Licensing of new Assistant Priest SSM with Bishop Esther
Sunday 27th September 10am – Morning Prayer

* Creation Sunday is a new Church of England dedication set annually for the first Sunday in September and focuses on how we understand creation through the person of Jesus. 

Children are always welcome and there is usually the opportunity for them to leave the main service for their own age-appropriate activities in Connect Group.  And don’t worry if you arrive a bit late or need to leave before the end. 

If you are on the rota to read during September, please assume that you will be reading the gospel.  These may be subject to change. The readings are listed here in case you want to practice:



	Sunday 6th
	Matthew 18 vv 15-20

	Sunday 13th
	Matthew 18 vv 21-35

	Sunday 20th
	Matthew 20 vv 1-16

	Sunday 27th
	Matthew 21 vv 23-32



MIDWEEK WORSHIP
A very informal and friendly service of scripture and a short talk takes place on the 3rd Thursday in the month.  It last about 30 minutes. 
The next service will be Thursday 17th September 1pm.







Everyday Faith

What is ‘Everyday Faith’?

Everyday Faith is the name given to a wide range of activities across the church of England that support and equip us all to ‘find and follow God’ in our everyday lives – Sunday to Saturday. 

When we are together worshipping on Sunday, we are as a GATHERED church.  When we are active as Christians Monday to Saturday, we are the SENT church.   Whatever we are doing for the glory of God in our hearts is also worship. 

Worship, prayer, teaching and Christian fellowship doesn’t just happen in church on Sunday mornings, the church is active out in the community throughout the week. 


· Stay and Play group for babies and toddlers on Monday (resumes 13th September)

· Children’s club with fun and games, crafts, cooking, activities, challenges and bible stories on Mondays from 4.00 till 5.30 and youth club 5.45 till 7.15 – resumes 13th September

· Young Adults discipleship group – Monday evenings from 7.30 till 8.30 – resumes 13th September

· A church service Heartlands Care home happens twice monthly

· Pastoral visits at West Hall Court every other Thursday morning and at Heartlands Care Home on Friday afternoons. 

· Godly Play at Oasis Blakenhale Juniors on alternate Tuesdays – Christian teaching with classes from years 3 and 4.  Resumes when school opens in September. 

· The Open the Book team make monthly visits to the school assembly at Oasis Blakenhale Infants School. Resumes when school opens in September 

· Activities for those over 50 on Thursday and Friday – continues throughout the summer. A digital literacy experience begins 4th September. 

· We are also being Everyday Faith when we are chatting at the school gates, talking to someone in a coffee shop, the library, the post office etc, or reading quietly at home etc. 

Foodbank Update
The foodbank is open on Wednesday mornings from 10.00 till 11.00 p.m. and we have a wonderful team of volunteers from the church and community.  We are very busy serving on average 25 people a week with food to feed around 60 people.  With high demand all donations are very welcome; if you can provide occasional tins of beans, spaghetti, soup, vegetables etc please leave them in the collection tray at the back of the church or in the hall entrance. We now also provide fresh fruit and vegetables and there are usually some left after our Foodbank session so please help yourselves rather than letting them go waste.  A small donation is welcome. 
Thank you to everyone.
If you have any spare shopping bags, or bags-for-life, we will be very grateful for them and we are happy to re-use plastic carrier bags you may have.  Please leave them in the donation boxes or pass to Jan or Jo.






Website update
Our website reflects everything that happens in church on Sundays, including other acts of worship and study groups, as well as what happens during the week, all in the name of St Thomas.  Please have a look if you are able.  If you have any comments, observations of additional thoughts, please contact Rev Sue.  In future all our newsletters will also be available on the website so don’t worry if you lose it.   If you would like your own copy emailed to you, again, please contact Rev Sue.   

Our web address is www.st-toms.com 

If you use Facebook please like and follow us on St Thomas Church & Community Project. 



Prayer Requests and Prayer Pointers
[image: ]Prayer means putting ourselves into a communicating relationship with the divine God.  Prayer is often used to build a relationship with God, offering thanksgiving, asking for help, and seeking forgiveness. It is described as a means to express gratitude and find comfort and strength.  It is a gift for our own sense of identity as children of God, and for our own sense of purpose.  It is often helpful to end or begin our prayer time with the prayer Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

In your prayers this month please consider including these pointers:
· Pray for all those who are currently unwell, receiving treatment, recovering from illness or surgery and those in residential care.  
· Please remember Rev Susan Larkin who has made an excellent recovery and will soon be back with us. 
· For those who work in nursing and caring roles in hospitals, residential homes and at home. For social workers and those who work in prisons. 
· For those with families affected by the troubles in the Middle East.
· For those impacted by the earthquake in Nepal. 
· For world leaders striving to negotiate peace. 
· For the UK Government and our new Prime Minister. 
· For our congregation to continue to grow in faith and numbers.
· For our work in local care homes and at Oasis Blakenhale School.
· For those preparing to be confirmed in September, especially those from our own fellowship. 
· For Rev Sue Round as she prepares to be licensed into a permanent position as Assistant Priest SSM across our two churches. 
· For yourself, and your own family and friends.
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OUR CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Will take place at St Thomas Church on Sunday 13th September at 4pm. We have 11 candidates for confirmation; 9 from St Thomas, 2 from St Richards and 2 from St Barnabas.  We will be welcoming Bishop Michael for this service. Naturally, refreshments will be served which will include cake!  Please pray for each person as they prepare for a public declaration of their faith and a commitment to God in this new way. 
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As I write this it has, thankfully, cooled down, with temperatures peaking at about 10 degrees less than during the heatwaves. But we are not out of the woods yet – temperatures, while not hopefully getting into the 30’s will still be getting up to the upper twenties and, while we are expecting rain and possible flooding, it is going to take more than that to bring us out of drought. As a nation we are going to need to build resilience against these weather patterns.
Having said this our lawn (if you can call it that – it looks like straw!) has been pushing up some green shoots and our hydrangea, which has looked pretty much dead more than once this summer, rallies when given even a small amount of water. We are going to look at planting some ground cover perennials and find out how to mulch the soil for next year to try to conserve water in the ground.
I like bees, not just because they are colourful and hard-working and provide us with honey and beeswax, but because they are vital for food production, pollinating roughly one-third of the human diet, including fruits, vegetables, and nuts like apples, berries, and almonds; plus they also support wild flowers, trees, and shrubs, which provide food and homes for other wildlife. Bees are also clever, performing the famous "waggle dance" to tell other bees where to find the best flowers and building intricate hives using hexagonal cells, which is the most efficient shape for storing honey. Bees have been around for 100 million years but numbers in the UK are dropping due to a combination of intense farming, the loss of natural habitats, harmful chemical pesticides, and erratic climate shifts. Wild bees and bumblebees suffer the most, with several species already extinct or heavily threatened.
What can you do to help them? Provide garden plants with bees in mind – Crocus provides vital early pollen when bees first emerge from hibernation; Primrose which offers easy-to-reach nectar in early months; Lungwort, loved by early bumblebees for its bell-shaped flowers; Lavender, a favourite for honeybees and bumblebees, thriving best in full sun; Salvias, which are long-flowering and rich in nectar; Coneflower, which provides a sturdy landing pad and food deep into the season. To provide a safe water source for bees, fill a shallow dish or birdbath with clean pebbles, rocks, or glass marbles. Add water until it reaches just below the tops of the rocks so bees have a dry place to land and drink without drowning. Place the station in a shady spot near flowers and change the water regularly.
Linda Nugent (Parish Environment Champion) 

[image: ]Macmillan Coffee Morning 2026
This year we are holding a joint coffee morning with Rochelle Dance Academy on Saturday 26th September between 10.30am and 1.00pm in the café at the back of the church.
Macmillan has spent more than 100 years helping people living with cancer. From the moment someone is diagnosed with cancer, they are there with all the information, support and guidance they need, to help everyone with cancer live life as fully as they can. It is 98% funded by donations, including from thousands of Coffee Mornings like ours, big and small, which help to raise vital funds to support the almost 3.5 million people in the UK living with cancer.
Please come along to support this vital fundraising. Bring friends and family and enjoy tea, coffee and a selection of cakes from our enthusiastic bakers. Eat in and then buy some cake to take home too. If you enjoy baking why not make a cake to bring along, or even bring in bought cake. It will all get eaten!
We look forward to seeing you for a friendly social event that will do so much good for people living with cancer.
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Established in 1998, AbilityNet is a pioneering UK charity transforming the lives of older and disabled people and working with organisations of all types and sizes to build a digital world that is accessible to all.   They are visiting us on 3rd September, 10th September and 17th September offering 2 hour workshops talking about digital skills, staying safe online, spotting scams online and over the telephone.  Each session is 12.30-2.30pm and will be very useful sessions. 
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Halo Transfers
Sounds like something angelic?  In fact, Halo Transfers are a small business who will be leasing the upstairs room in the community centre as an office and meeting space, this is a room we rarely use.  They will come and go according to their business needs so if you see them around, please say hello and welcome them; they are Sikander, Stacey and Hussein.  They have exclusive use of the upstairs room so it is out of bounds to us (except for access to our storage room) but their presence shouldn't create any disruption to activities elsewhere in the community centre; they will be self-sufficient upstairs, except for the access to the toilet downstairs.  They will have access either through the main doors in Rotherfield Road or via the side doors.  Their business is providing transport to school for children with disabilities.

Please give them some time to settle in and let Brian know if there are any teething problems.
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Do you remember that line from "Like a Rolling Stone" by Bob Dylan?  Well times are changing at St Thomas's but hopefully in a more positive and hopeful way!
You may be aware that in general clergy retire at the age of seventy, including self-supporting ministers as well as those in receipt of a stipend (salary).  My licence was extended for an additional four years so that I could be Sue Round's training incumbent whilst she served her curacy with us. Happily, Sue has completed her training successfully and we are delighted that she will be licenced as Assistant Priest (self-supporting) on Tuesday 22nd September at 7.30 p.m. (all being well with the date).  This will be special service with Bishop Esther here at St Thomas and you are all invited to come along and show your support.  (added by Sue Round – “of course there will be cake!”)
My licence as a self-supporting Assistant Priest expires at the end of 2026 and I will apply to Bishop Michael for Permission to Officiate (PTO) and assuming this is granted I will still be around but in a different capacity and doing less.  Revd Paul Bracher will of course continue in his current capacity as incumbent (vicar) and you may see more of him.  
Between now and December there will be period of transition as my role reduces and Sue's role develops, so please refer to Paul or Sue with your queries and question and for help and advice etc.  I'll give you more details about my role as PTO in due course and this will be fully effective from January 2027 (assuming Bishop Michael grants me PTO.
As most of you know I have been absent over the summer weeks recovering from knee replacement surgery, a result of growing older - another sign of changing times.  I want to thank you all for your prayers, cards, visits, gifts and many offers of practical help which have all been very welcome and have contributed to my steady recovery.
With thanks
Rev Susan Larkin
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Rochelle Dance Academy are open for new recruits, our Tiny Stars from age 3yrs upwards, right up to our senior superstars, experienced dancers also welcome.
RDA is more than a dance school, it’s a family where we make memories, have lots of fun, and make lifelong friendships.
So, if you have a little one, bursting with energy and loves to dance bring them along for a free trial.
Contact Debbie for more information 07957460968.

22 dancers from RDA are performing at Drayton manor in October, aged from 6-17yrs.
Our rehearsals start in September and we are very excited.
Godly Play request
Godly Play is something I do in Blakenhale Oasis Junior School; it involves telling bible stories to the children and illustrating them visually with various items and figures.  For my lesson on "The Fall" I need a small wooden apple that is hollow and has a lid.  I know it's a shot in the dark, but does anyone have anything like this? 
If you have give me a call, please on 07850 387 183  Thank you 
Susan 
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SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER 10.30am
ST THOMAS CHURCH 
This will be a joint service with St Richard’s Congregation.  Please note change of start time.   All donations of food for our foodbank will be gratefully received.  Please consider non-perishable goods such as dried and tinned foods, and items like cereal, tea, coffee, sugar and long-life milk.  Items that would make a meal. Also, toiletries and pet food.  Thank you
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Rob’s own website says: His songs draw from his own experiences, living on the streets, losing his father in the terrorist attacks of 9-11 and of the people he’s met on his journey. Across 14 Studio albums, Halligan has explored the desire to find hope in a messed-up world and his down-to-earth faith and storytelling connect with audiences everywhere. The BBC’s Paul Gambaccini commented “These are some of the strongest songs I have heard” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_T0TPBrlZc
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For a quiet moment

[image: ] Some days, choosing Jesus feels easy.  The sun is shining.  Your prayers seem answered.  Your heart is full of peace.  Faith comes with a smile.  But then life changes.  The phone rings with bad news.  A prayer goes unanswered.  A loved one walks away.  The tears won't stop.  The waiting feels endless. And suddenly, faith becomes a choice, not just a feeling.
That is when our hearts are truly tested. Not when
Everything is going well, but when nothing makes sense. Jesus never said the road would be easy.  He said He would walk it with us.  When the storm
is raging, choose Him.  When the silence is painful,
choose Him.  When your heart is breaking, choose Him.  When the future feels uncertain, choose Him.
When joy fills your soul, choose Him.  When sorrow fills your eyes, choose Him. Because Jesus is not only the Saviour of our victories.  He is also the Comforter of our tears.  He is the strength for weary hearts.  The peace for anxious minds.  The light for dark valleys.  The hope for impossible days.  There will be moments when you feel like giving up.  Moments when your faith feels weak. Moments when your prayers are nothing but tears. Keep praying. Keep trusting. Keep believing. Not because life is perfect, but because Jesus is faithful. He has never left you. Not for one second. Every delay has a purpose.  Every struggle is shaping you. Every trial is preparing you for something greater than you can imagine.  One day, you will look back and realize that the moments you almost gave up were the very moments God was doing His greatest work inside you.  So today, make the same choice again. Choose Jesus when life is beautiful.
Choose Jesus when life is broken.  Choose Jesus in success.  Choose Jesus in failure.  Choose Jesus in laughter.  Choose Jesus through tears.  Keep choosing Him, because He has never
Stopped choosing you.  And the hands that were nailed to the cross are still holding yours
every step of the way.

Lord God
You are greater than we can imagine.
Our minds cannot comprehend your glory.
You juggle with black holes and white dwarves.
Matter and anti-matter are tools in your hands,
shaping a universe that defies our finest science.
Yet you come to us in words, and bread and wine,
and you surround us with your love.
Open our eyes that we may see and welcome you,
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
(David Cornick, URC Daily Devotions)

Items and articles for this newsletter are always welcome.

For the October Newsletter please send your articles and items of interest to
Revd Sue Round
Sue.Round@st-toms.com	
			
Clergy contact details:

Rev Paul Bracher 0121-783 2319 	 paul.bracher@Saintrichards.org.uk
Rev Sue Round 0777 343 1028 		sue.round@st-toms.com
Rev Susan Larkin 0785 038 7183  	revsusan@st-toms.com
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GUESS WHAT JOKES
WILL CRACKKIDS UP

Guess what the triangle said to the circle?
You're pointless.

Guess what you call a fake noodle? An impasta.

Guess what kind of car an egg drives?
A Yolkswagen.

Guess what the lion said to the wildebeest?
Pleased to eat you!

Guess what snowmen eat for lunch? /ce-bergers.

Guess what you use to fix a broken jack-o'-lantern?
A pumpkin patch.

Guess what a thesaurus eats for breakfast?
A synonym roll.

Guess what condiments do on the weekend?
Ketchup on their sleep.

Guess what one plate said to the other? Dinner's on
me tonight.

Guess what time it is when Godzilla comes to
school? Time to run!

@weareteachere
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DIRECTIONS:
Find and circle
the vocabulary
words in the grid.
Look for them
including
backwards and
diagonally.
ACORNS
AUTUMN
BACKPACK
COLORS
EQUINOX
FOOTBALL
HARVEST
LABOR DAY
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