
 
 

       
 
 
 
Sunday 2nd August 
9.30am Holy Communion at Boddington 
10.00am BCP Morning Prayer at Eydon 
10.00am Café Church at Woodford Halse 
11.00am Holy Communion at Byfield 
 
Wednesday 9th August 
9.45am Morning Prayer at Byfield 
11.45am Prayer Group at Woodford Halse 
 
Thursday 6th August 
11.00am – 1.00pm Messy Church at Byfield 
 
Sunday 9th August 
9.30am Holy Communion at Eydon 
10.00am Morning Prayer at Boddington 
11.00am Common Worship Communion at Aston 
le Walls 
 
Wednesday 12th August 
9.45am Morning Prayer at Byfield 
11.45am Prayer Group at Woodford Halse 
 
Sunday 16th August 
9.30am BCP Communion at Aston le Walls 
11.00am Holy Communion at Woodford Halse 
 
 
 

Messy Church 
Holy Cross Church Byfield 

Thursday 6th August 11.00am – 1.00pm 
Suitable for young families with children aged up 
to 11. There will be activities, followed by a bible 
story and short period of worship followed by a 
simple picnic lunch. 
Please bring something to sit on. 
There is no charge, but donations are welcome 
 
 
 

Walk to raise money for ABCD 
On 11 August six of us from the Benefice are 
walking 40km shared between us to raise money 
for the 40th Anniversary of the founding of the 
Charity. ABCD Bethlehem aims to help to improve 
the lives of children with disabilities across 
Palestine, regardless of faith, race or gender. 
If you would be willing to help us please go to the 
Just Giving page 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/lesley-palmer-3? 
or speak to Lesley 07941 328535 
Thank you very much! 
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William Wilberforce, Thomas Clarkson 
and Olaudah Equiano. 

 
On Thursday this week we remember these 
three men who played a huge part in 
abolishing the Slave Trade. 
 
William Wilberforce was an MP, friends with 
William Pitt and rather fond of cards, 
gambling and drink. But in 1785, influenced 
by his Aunt, a supporter of the Methodist 
preacher George Whitefield, he had a 
‘conversion experience’ and became an 
Evangelical Anglican.  His faith prompted him 
to become interested in social reform. 
 
In 1787 Wilberforce met Thomas Clarkson, 
the son of a clergyman. Whilst at Cambridge 
he won a competition with an essay written in 
Latin on the subject of whether it was lawful 
to make slaves of others against their will: 
ending slavery became his driving passion. 
In 1787 he formed the Committee for the 
Abolition of the African Slave Trade, many of 
whom were Quakers. They persuaded 
Wilberforce to take up their cause in 
Parliament. It wasn’t until 1807 that the Slave 
Trade was abolished in the British Empire 
and it was 1833 before the Abolition of 
Slavery Act was passed. Wilberforce died 
just three days after he heard that the Act 
was going through Parliament. 
 
In 1786 in London, Olaudah Equiano became 
involved. He was born in Nigeria, captured 
and taken to Virginia as a child where he was 
sold to a Royal Naval captain who baptised, 
educated him and brought him to London. He 
was able to work and bought his freedom. He 
was a prominent member of the 'Sons of 
Africa', a group of 12 black men who 
campaigned for abolition.  LP 
 
 
 
 
 
Bishop Alex will be coming to Woodford on 
18th October for a confirmation service.  This 
will be one of his first commitments in the 
diocese after being installed as Bishop of 
Brixworth towards the end of September.  If 
there is anyone from across the benefice 
who is not confirmed and who would like to 
join Chris and Colin from Woodford in 
publicly affirming their faith at this service, 
please speak to Clare for more information. 
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