NEWSLETTER NUMBER 332
We will not be seeing Rev David Burton for the next three months as he is shortly to have an operation.   We hope and pray that all goes well and he makes a speedy recovery.   We also thank all the retired clergy who will fill the gaps left by David’s absence.

Sidmouth Fok Festival will be on all this week so that means that I will not be replying to anyone’s emails or telephone calls.   I would like to thank Tony Setter for climbing up to the organ loft to play for me.   The heat has badly affected the organ at present so the service may come from the electric piano instead.

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST 2026 – 9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
The next service at All Saints Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 2nd August 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Stephen Bowen.   Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay and chat.   
RABSON’S RAMBLE
Last Saturday’s Daily Telegraph had three articles re the Church of England.   In total they devoted three-quarters of a large page to these matters.   The headlines for the articles ran as follows a) Parish churches facing ‘annihilation’; b) It is the poor who are hardest hit by Church’s bungling and c) Give me a bitchy vicar over a holier-than-thou one.
   The first article dealt with the number of churches (423) that had been closed in the less than a decade and over 940 1987 and 2019 closed between leaving just 15,496 churches.   Under Archbishop Welby the number of clergy was also slashed and several hundred millions of pounds were redirected from parishes to central Church schemes.   A group called “Save the Parish”, which started in covid times, is fighting back.   They said “If we want there to be a thriving parish system in place in a generation’s time, we have to get up and do something.    Starving the local church of money has led to a doom spiral of parish mergers, church cuts, clergy depression and volunteers quitting.   We need to break this spiral.   With prayer, and trust in God and backed by the Church’s own studies, we can hope that putting proper investment into parishes will give us the chance to thrive and grow again.”
     Since Save the Parish was founded it has restored a legal priority for parish ministry, secured funding for the poorest parishes and won a review of how the C of E is funded.  In 2021 the Archbishop of York stated that the church’s future was threatened by a lack of clergy.   During the covid pandemic it emerged that rural parishes were struggling to pay the
that parish share and volunteers were personally plugging the gaps in finances.   It also emerged, according to a leaked document, that Church officials believed that the pandemic had provided an opportunity for “radical change” which could result in the loss of the parish church model.
     Save the Parish is a grass roots organisation that “aims to sustain a thriving, from cradle to grave, parish system with well-trained clergy providing regular worship, pastoral care and sacraments, fully embedded in and serving their local communities.”   Have a look at their website, just type Save the Parish into your search engine.
     If no other ideas come to me by next week, I will share the other two articles with you.



ROTA FOR SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST 2026 – 9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Sidesmen:-   Sue Eastwood and Melodie Lane
Reader:-        Melodie Lane
Coffee:-         Sue Eastwood and Melodie Lane
Flowers:-       Melodie Lane

READINGS FOR SUNDAY
Collect:-  Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Genesis Chapter 32, vv 22 – 31 
Romans Chapter 9, vv 1 – 5
Matthew Chapter 14, vv 13 – 21 

PRAYER LIST 
David Burton
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance 
Hazel Ware                                                                                                                   
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Maggie Short
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley                     
YEARS MIND FOR AUGUST
3RD   Winnie Florence Quick
10TH Vera Pamela Twose
10TH Frederick Charles (Fred) Thomas

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR AUGUST
6TH    Lorna Grinter
10TH  Margaret Kent
We hope you both have a super day with perfect weather and doing what you want.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 6TH August 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.



Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday 8th August 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation. 

Churchyard Group
If you are willing to help, the next meeting will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 11th August 2026 if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white iberis, white omphaloides, small green/yellow or green/white hostas and small ferns.   We are very grateful to have received  money enabling us to buy the bulbs wanted for next spring and a further donation for plants/bulbs.

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 25th August 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints’ Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30.a.m. on Sunday 9th August 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Christopher Rowley and there will refreshments served after the service.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
12th September – 1950s to 1970 themes Cocktails and mocktails evening, 6.30 p.m.
This will follow the same ide with three cocktails and three mocktails on offer along with lots of super nibbles to absorb some of the alcohol.   Dress in your finest and come and share a good social evening.   The price is £10-00 to include a cocktail/mocktail and all nibbles.

27th September – Harvest lunch, 12.00 noon 
This will be in the Lang Room and will follow the Harvest Festival service at 10.30 a.m.   It will be the normal Harvest fare so remember to bring your own drink.   The meal is free but there will be a bowl out for monetary donations.

OTHER INFORMATION
Radio 4 programme “Church going” with Rev Dr Giles Fraser
This series started last week and is exploring the decline in worship since the 1960s.   It is also looking at some of the ideas that are working and bringing people into the church e.g. Cathedral services.   It is a very easy, yet challenging, listen on a topic that concerns us all.   You can catch the first one of the 3 programmes on BBC i-player otherwise it is broadcast on    Mondays at 11.00 a.m. and repeated on Sundays at 5.10 p.m.

From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is a weekly programme broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org .    This week: We are sharing a delightful act of worship which was held at Kittisford Church using Taize songs and chants as a backdrop to some simple liturgy, message and prayers.  We also hear the second part of our interview with Vigdis Adams, retiring lay reader from the Wivey benefice who returns to Norway shortly.
FUN CORNER
This seemed appropriate after the church cleaning on Wednesday.
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The woods were dark and foreboding, and
Alice sensed that sinister eyes were watching
her every step. Worst of all, she knew that
Nature abhorred a vacuum.





