Message to Marton Friends for Sunday 16th August 2026

Dear Marton Friends

Please find attached this week's Vacancy Update with thanks to Richard Haste (Farlington) for compiling it once again!

Rev Ann Vaughan will be leading us in our service of Celtic Evening Worship this Sunday (6pm on Sunday 16th August). As always, everyone is very welcome.

Midday Prayers continue on Tuesdays from 11-12 - you are welcome to drop in if you are ever passing. 

Please pray for our PCC meeting next week as we discuss plans for the next few weeks and months. The Vacancy Council (one churchwarden from each of the 5 churches in the Benefice) have been meeting regularly and are busy developing a 'Benefice Profile' which describes our churches to potential candidates to become our next priest-in-charge. If you would be interested in seeing the current draft of Marton's Parish Profile, please let me know. I'm doing my best to circulate it to anyone interested in having a voice before it is finalised. We have an official meeting with Bishop Flora and Archdeacon Liz in early September to formally launch this recruitment process. 

We will be hosting the Benefice Churches Together 'Creationtide Service' on 30th August at 3pm. We hope that some people will be able to attend the Pop Up Cafe at Farlington Village Hall first before heading up to Marton for this service!

Sarah is currently planning to start scything in the afternoon of Thursday 27th August. We usually leave the arisings for a few days before raking up, to allow wildflower seeds to fall through to the soil below. We welcome any offers of help with raking from Saturday 29th onwards - we can provide refreshments, rakes and strong sheets to drag the arisings to the bottom of the car park - you will need gloves, perhaps a hat and sunscreen - and a strong back! (Actually you could just use this as an excuse to go to Farlington's Pop up Tearoom every day of the bank holiday weekend...)

We've been asked to pass on to our congregations this letter, inviting nominations for the next General Synod of the Church of England. Margaret also asked me to remind you about the Ceilidh and pie and pea supper on Saturday 5th September 6.30 - 9.00pm at Strensall Village Hall, organised by Easingwold Deanery  for all the parishes in the Deanery.  The Band is led by Revd Richard Grant, Vicar of Easingwold.  Tickets are £10 adult and £5 children 12 and under.  Bring your friends and have a fun evening.  Richard Mapletoft has tickets or you can contact easingwolddeanery@gmail.com for tickets and information about payment by bank transfer. I also have some tickets for sale so please let me know if you are interested!


Thank you to Pam for sharing a fabulous photo of the eclipse, which I’ve emailed around! 
This week's blessing comes from the book 'Each Day & Each Night' by J. Philip Newell. I think it was the first book I bought on my first trip to Iona! It's based on these words from Psalm 139 v11-12: 

If I say
'Surely the darkness shall cover me
and the light around me become night'
even the darkness is not dark to you.
The night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

O Christ, you are a bright flame before me.
You are a guiding star above me.
You are the light and love
I see in others' eyes.
Keep me, O Christ,
in a love that is tender.
Keep me, O Christ,
in a love that is true.
Keep me, O Christ,
in a love that is strong.
Tonight, tomorrow and always.
Amen.

Every blessing
Caroline 
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