NEWSLETTER NUMBER 333
As I am at the Sidmouth Folk Festival all week, there may well be errors and omissions in this newsletter.   It may also be a little late in coming to you.

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST 2026 – 10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
The next service at All Saints Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 2nd August 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Christopher Rowley.   Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay and chat.   

RABSON’S RAMBLE
This is the follow on to last week’s Rabson’s Ramble about the other two articles in last Saturday’s newspaper.   
1) IT IS THE POOR WHO ARE HARDEST HIT BY THE CHURCH’S FINANCIAL BUNGLING was the headline and the article started as follows:- “The poor will always be with you,” said Christ in St Matthew’s Gospel, but will the Church always be with the poor?   Some churches are rich, some are not and some cannot fund themselves.   Queen Anne set up a permanent endowment “for the cure of souls in parishes where such assistance is required”.   That endowment now stands at £11.6 billion.   Endowments managed by the dioceses stands at a further £6.1 billion.   In 2024 just £653 million was disbursed from the income generated, but only £85 million found its way to support parish ministry!!!!!   This is a direct consequence of past decisions to open the use of these endowments for any of the uses of the Archbishops’ Council.   As a result the number of paid clergy has fallen by 20% and these cuts have fallen hardest on the poor.   A study by Church Action on Poverty showed that 40% of closures fell in the 10 % most deprived parishes in the country.
      So where is the money going? The number of Archdeacons ballooned by 20%; diocesan overheads have increased by 29% in just 3 years but most of it has gone on grants.   These grants have been audited by the head of the Office for Budget Reponsibility and found hopelessly wanting e.g. £176 million was set aside hoping to attract 89,000 new worshippers but it only drew in 12,700.   This has caused parishes to bear the cost through heavily increased contributions of the parish share whilst many clergy have low morale and clinical depression.
2) GIVE ME A BITCHY VICAR OVER A HOLIER-THAN THOU ONE
This article was written by Rev Fergus Butler-Gallie, currently vicar of Charlbury, Oxfordshire.   He likens some of the rudest, eccentric vicars of the past (in both fact and fiction) with some of today’s bishops who “communicate with smiling platitudes, but inwardly are ravenous, managerial wolves.”   There have always been difficult clergy in the church and he likens some of them to the effect of grit in an oyster i.e. they may be difficult but they produce good things.  Some of his examples are truly eccentric e,g. Rev Frederick Densham of Warleggan, Cornwall (an alsation- keeping Cornish vicar who surrounded his vicarage with barbed wire to deter social calls and kept cardboard cut-outs in the pews as he “preferred them to real people.”   Having read a few of his articles in the past, I can imagine that he is well-loved in his parish and the thorn in the flesh to his superiors in the church.

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST 2026 – 10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Sidesmen:- Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Reader:-      Rachel Yates
Coffee:-        Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Flowers:-     Jacquie Hockaday

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST 2026 – 10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Collect:- Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble servants; and that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such things as shall please you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
1st Kings Chapter19, vv 9 – 18 
Romans Chapter 10, vv 5 – 15
Matthew Chapter 14, vv 22 – 33 

PRAYER LIST 
David Burton
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance 
Hazel Ware                                                                                                                   
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Maggie Short
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley                     

YEARS MIND FOR AUGUST
10th  Vera Pamela Twose
10th  Frederick Charles (Fred) Thomas
14th  Peter Harcombe
15th  Robert Symons

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR AUGUST
10TH  Margaret Kent
We all wish you a very Happy Birthday and hope you have a super celebration doing exactly what you want to do.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Churchyard Group
If you are willing to help, the next meeting will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 11th August 2026 if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white iberis, white omphaloides, small green/yellow or green/white hostas and small ferns.   We are very grateful to have received  money enabling us to buy the bulbs wanted for next spring and a further donation for plants/bulbs.

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 25th August 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 3rd September 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday, 12th September 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation. 

OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints’ Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30.a.m. on Sunday 16th August 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Stephen Bowen and there will refreshments served after the service.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
12th September – 1950s to 1970 themed Cocktails and Mocktails evening, 6.30 p.m.
This will follow the same idea as last time with three cocktails and three mocktails on offer along with lots of super nibbles to absorb some of the alcohol.   Dress in your finest and come and share a good social evening.   The price is £10-00 to include a cocktail/mocktail and all nibbles.

27th September – Harvest lunch, 12.00 noon 
This will be in the Lang Room and will follow the Harvest Festival service at 10.30 a.m.   It will be the normal Harvest fare so remember to bring your own drink.   The meal is free but there will be a bowl out for monetary donations.

OTHER INFORMATION
From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org . 
This week: Revd Andrew Norris joins the congregation of St Mary’s, Brompton Ralph in an act of worship focusing on different ways in which we might reflect on the story of Jesus feeding the 5000.    We also hear about the Clothes Swap project which takes place at the Methodist church Wellington and about the “Make a Difference” award they have been nominated for.   If you have prayer or song requests or want others to know about what is happening in your church, contact revandrew@10Radio.org 

27th September – Harvest lunch, 12.00 noon 
This will be in the Lang Room and will follow the Harvest Festival service at 10.30 a.m.   It will be the normal Harvest fare so remember to bring your own drink.   The meal is free but there will be a bowl out for monetary donations.

FUN CORNER

I wonder how many people will come to the next come and share event!
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DR. PETRI FINDS AIMSELF INVITED
TO WIS FIRST AND ONLY POTLUCK





