Today’s Bible Readings
Isaiah 51: 1 - 6
Blessings in Store for God’s People
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

Psalm 138
I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: even before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.
I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, because of thy loving kindness and truth: for thou hast magnified thy Name and thy Word, above all things.
When I called upon thee, thou heardest me: and endures my soul with much strength.
All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord: for they have heard the words of thy mouth.
Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord: that great is the glory of the Lord.
For though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: as for the proud, he beholdeth them afar off.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, yet shalt thou refresh me: thou shalt stretch forth thy hand upon the furiousness of mine enemies; and thy right hand shall save me.
The Lord shall make good his loving kindness towards me: yea, thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever; despise not the works of thine own hands.




Romans 12: 1 - 8
The New Life in Christ
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16: 13 - 20
Peter’s Declaration about Jesus
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was[d] the Messiah.

[image: ]Prayers for our school: Now that our school community has broken up for the long summer holiday we continue to pray for all our families, teachers, support staff in their various roles and those who will be maintaining the upkeep of our buildings. We appreciate that for some parents and carers, the summer holiday brings added challenges and so we ask, Lord, that they will be able to face them with courage, knowing that you care for them now and always. We pray for our teaching staff who will be planning for the year ahead. May they have opportunities to relax and recharge their batteries. Grant them refreshment of mind, body and spirit. Dear Lord, protect all who are on holiday. As they explore the world around them, may they know your loving care for them and all of creation. Amen
Notices
Today we welcome Ven Chris Skilton who will be taking our service this morning.
[image: ] Kathryn’s Mercy Home is funded by a Trust, based here in the UK, through which sponsors support the education of children who live in some of the poorest areas in South India, with a particular focus on girls’ education.
Last Sunday, we welcomed Rev Jeyapaul, the founder of the project, to our 10.00 service.  Following the service there was a Bring and Share Lunch which turned out to be a banquet! Thank you to everyone who supplied such delicious food and to those who both set it all out and cleared up afterwards! As a result of the presentation by Rev Jeyapaul, £278 was donated. What an amazing amount which will be sent straight to the project! 
Thank you, Kathryn and Ben Flenley
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Music for the Parish Eucharist

Setting: 	N/A 
 Psalm: 	Psalm 138 - spoken
Hymns:	Entrance: 584 – All My Hope on God is Founded
		Gradual: 246 – Holy Spirit, Come, Confirm Us (vs 1.4)
		Offertory: 506 – The Church’s One Foundation
Communion: 448 – I Come With Joy
Final: 498 – Lord Thy Church on Earth is Seeking 
Anthem:   	N/A


Next Sunday – The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity   10am Parish Eucharist
Jeremiah 15: 15 - 21, Psalm 26: 1 - 8; Romans 12: 9 - end; Matthew 16: 21 - end
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To know, love and follow Jesus
23rd August 2026  The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
10am Parish Eucharist        
Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and to give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
 Post Communion Prayer
God of all mercy, in this eucharist you have set aside our sins and given us your healing: grant that we who are made whole in Christ may bring that healing to this broken world, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

This week at St. Botolph’s
Wed		7.30pm – 9.pm		Bellringers practice*
Fri		10am – 10.30am		Prayer Group - all welcome
10.30am – 12 noon	Friday Coffee - all welcome 
7.30pm - 9pm		Choir practice*
* if interested, please see Rik (bellringing) or Judith (choir).

Please pray for our Parish
For those with birthdays: 
For the sick and those in particular need: Simon Hollis, Ann Wood, Brenda Hayes, Sandy and Paula Freeman Sanderson, Sylvia Hollis, Atticus McVane, Samantha Bond, Shani Howard, Helen Inskip, Jenny Philips, Indie Larkin, Sue Wadey, Paulina, Beth Mallinson, Pippa Crossley.
For the recently departed: Canon Rachel Bennett.
For those whose anniversary falls at this time: Rev Michael Blades, John Mitchell, Kathleen Wadey.

Music for today – please see back page
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