Appletree Churches

Hilton with Marston on Dove, Hatton, Boylestone and Church Broughton

Sunday Readings 16" August 2026

Today’s Theme:
God destined us for adoption (Ephesians 1:5)

First Reading: Galatians 4:1-7

My pointis this: heirs, as long as they
are minors, are no better than slaves,
though they are the owners of all the
property; but they remain under
guardians and trustees until the date set
by the father. So with us; while we were
minors, we were enslaved to the
elemental spirits of the world. But when
the fullness of time had come, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, in order to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. And
because you are children, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into ourlhearts,
crying, ‘Abba! Father!” So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.

Second Reading: Mark 3:31-35

(If communion service use the Gospel
introduction in the order of service)

Then his mother and his brothers came;
and standing outside, they sent to him
and called him. A crowd was sitting
around him; and they said to him, ‘Your
mother and your brothers and sistersare
outside, asking for you.” And he replied,
‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’
And looking at those who sat around
him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and
my brothers! Whoever does the will of

God is my brother and sister and
mother.’

(If Communion, end the reading by using
words in the order of service)

Collect: (11*" Sunday after Trinity)

God of glory, the end of our searching,
help us to lay aside all that prevents us
from seeking your kingdom,

and to give all that we have

to gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people
have celebrated that one true sacrifice
which takes away our sins and brings
pardon and peace: by our communion
keep us firm on the foundation of the
gospel and preserve us from all sin;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



