34/26

St Mary the Virgin and All Saints
Potters Bar

23rd August 2026
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

A warm welcome to St Mary’s,
especially if this is your first time here.

Refreshments are served in the hall after the Sung Euchatrist.
Please do join us if you can.

TODAY’S SERVICES
8.00am SAID EUCHARIST
10.00am SUNG EUCHARIST

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 51 vv 1-6 God'’s victory is
at hand.

New Testament Reading: Romans 12 vv 1-8 St Paul
reminds us that, transformed by our faith, we are to be humble
fellow-workers with Christ, each with our own gifts.

Gospel: Matthew 16 vv 13-20 Peter expresses his belief
that Jesus is the Messiah so long looked for by the Jews.

Hymns: 484, 467, 205, 172, 272

5.00pm EVENSONG for the Eve of the Feast of St
Bartholomew the Apostle

Hymns: 415, 179, 235

This week’s flowers have been arranged by Pearl Shepherd &
donated by Angela Thorne in memory of her husband Peter

The Week Ahead

Tuesday 9.30am  Morning Prayer
10.30am — 12 noon  Church open for visitors
5.00pm  Evening Prayer

Wednesday 9.30am  Holy Communion from the
Reserved Sacrament
10.30am — 12 noon  Church open for visitors
5.00pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday St Monica. mother of St Augustine
9.30am  Said Eucharist (BCP)
10.30am — 12 noon  Church open for visitors

5.00pm  Evening Prayer

Friday St Augustine, bishop & teacher of the faith
9.30am  Morning Prayer
5.00pm Evening Prayer

Next Sunday is the Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am  Said Eucharist
10.00am SUNG EUCHARIST

Next Sunday’s readings will be: Jeremiah 15 vv 15-21;
Romans 12 vv 9-21 and Matthew 16 vv 21-28.

Fr Stefan Chrysostomou, Vicar Tel: 01707 859028
Email: vicar@stmaryspb.org.uk

Please send any items for this sheet to Richard Osborn
Email: rmosborn@hotmail.com
Tel: 07803 756088 / 020 8363 8197

Website: www.stmaryspb.org.uk

If you would like to receive the weekly email bulletin which is
sent out every Saturday, you can sign up by going to this link:
https://tinyurl.com/b6dz2ap3 - or you can simply email
Richard at rmosborn@hotmail.com

Parish Notices

The next lunchtime recital will be on Tuesday 1st
September at 12.30pm when we shall welcome back the
rarescale flute ensemble. The usual light lunches will be
available from 12 noon.

Our Patronal Festival is on Sunday 6th September.
After the 10.00am service, there will be a Bring & Share
Lunch in the church hall. If you would like to attend this
lunch, please sign the list on the notice board, indicating
what you are able to bring in the way of food to share
(savoury or sweet). If you would prefer to make a
monetary donation, please indicate that on the sheet.

The PCC will meet on Wednesday 9th September at
8.00pm, preceded by a Eucharist at 7.30pm.

Annual Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust Bike ‘n
Hike - Saturday 12th September, 9.00am to 5.00pm.
Many thanks to those who have offered to welcome
visitors to the church on that day. There are still a few
gaps on the rota, so please sign up if you can help. It
would be good if two people could cover each hour slot.
Geoff Foster is taking part in the bike ride and would be
grateful for sponsors. The money he raises will be
shared between the Trust and St Mary’s.

Could Watchers & Welcomers please let Heather
Hawkes have a note of any dates when they will be
unavailable during October & November. Many thanks.

For your prayers
The sick Anna Downes, Carole Waller, Elizabeth Liney,
Elizabeth Wiseman, Janice Neal, Valerie Taylor,
Francoise Groves-de-Milleret, Joan Golden, Judy & Bob
Keefe, Robert Peters, Maureen Alderman, Ben Jones,
Richard Peart, Alison Stevens, Kirsty Edmunds, Marilyn
Gibbs, Kathy

We also pray for Margaret Terry, Keith Downes, Jayne
Hutton, Janet Daniels, Susan North, Pauline Phillips,
Ron Golden, Sasha Burt, Tessa, Nicola Stiff, Ricky
Mella, David Evans, Richard Barnes, Dave Gough,
Prussia Blake, Mary Healey

The recently departed

Those whose anniversary of death falls this week

Marjorie Neville, Cecilia Stewart, Betty Jenkins, Rhoda
Lore, Jean Foster, Alan Olney, Michael Wormald,
Margaret Clinnick

Those preparing for Holy Matrimony Ross Hancock and
Nina Francis

Our parish We remember those who live in The
Greenway, Gregory Avenue and The Grove

THIS SHEET IS FOR YOU TO KEEP
PLEASE TAKE IT HOME WITH YOU
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COLLECT

Almighty and everlasting God,

you are always more ready to hear than
we to pray

and to give more than either we desire
or deserve:

pour down upon us the abundance of
your mercy,

forgiving us those things of which our
conscience is afraid

and giving us those good things which
we are not worthy to ask

but through the merits and mediation

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING lsaiah 51:1-6
A reading from the book of the prophet
Isaiah.

Listen to me, you that pursue
righteousness, you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were
hewn, and to the quarry from which you
were dug. Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you; for he was
but one when | called him, but | blessed
him and made him many. For the LORD
will comfort Zion; he will comfort all

her waste places, and will make her
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the LORD; joy and gladness
will be found in her, thanksgiving and
the voice of song. Listen to me, my
people, and give heed to me, my
nation; for a teaching will go out from
me, and my justice for a light to the
peoples. | will bring near my deliverance
swiftly, my salvation has gone out and
my arms will rule the peoples; the
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm
they hope. Lift up your eyes to the
heavens, and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like
gnats; but my salvation will be for ever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

Or Exodus 1:8 - 2:10

PSALM Psalm 138 é
R Your loving-kindness, O Lord,
endures for ever.

| will give thanks to you, O Lord, with
my whole heart; '

before the gods will | sing praise to you.

| will bow down towards your holy
temple and praise your name, because
of your love and faithfulness;

for you have glorified your name
and your word above all things. R

In the day that | called to you, you
answered me;

you put new strength in my soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise
you, O Lord,

for they have heard the words of your
mouth. R

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,

that great is the glory of the Lord.

Though the Lord be high, he watches
over the lowly;

as for the proud, he regards them
from afar. R

Though | walk in the midst of trouble,
you will preserve me;

you will stretch forth your hand against
the fury of my enemies; your right
hand will save me.

The Lord shall make good his purpose
for me;

your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures
for ever; forsake not the work of your

hands. R

SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Romans.

| appeal to you therefore, brothers
and sisters, by the mercies of God,

to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do not
be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God — what is good and
acceptable and perfect. For by the
grace given to me | say to everyone
among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think,
but to think with sober judgement, each
according to the measure of faith that

God has assigned. For as in one body
we have many members, and not all
the members have the same function,
so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members
one of another. We have gifts that
differ according to the grace given to
us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity; the leader,

in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Matthew.

Now when Jesus came into the district
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah,
and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who
do you say that | am?” Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus
answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father
in heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock | will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. | will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone
that he was the Messiah.

POST COMMUNION

God of all mercy,

in this eucharist you have set aside our
sins

and given us your healing:

grant that we who are made whole in
Christ

may bring that healing to this broken
world,

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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