The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
23rd August  The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Readings:  Isaiah 51.1 - 6, Romans 12.1 – 8 and Matthew 16.13 - 20


	

	
	





	


Collect 


Almighty and everlasting God,
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience 
    is afraid
and giving us those good things
    which we are not worthy to ask
but through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 


Post Communion 




God of all mercy,
in this eucharist you have set aside our sins
and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen



In Our Prayers 

God our Father, as we bring before you the concerns of the Church, our communities and our world, help us to listen with care, speak with honesty and respond with generosity.
· We pray for world leaders. May they be guided by God in resisting hostility and conflict in favour of negotiation and reconciliation.
· In our prayers we remember those who experience violence in their own homes and relationships. May they find safety and practical support, and people willing to listen to their concerns.
· We pray for our environment and for those who live with the effects of climate change. We remember the emergency workers and volunteers who work to protect lives and homes.
· We pray for those who are sick or living with pain or disability, and for those whose mental health makes everyday life difficult. We remember those who care for family members. May they find the help, patience and companionship they need.
God of mercy, keep before us the needs of our neighbours and the wider world. Grant us the courage to act, so that the compassion and justice we ask of you may also be seen in the way we live. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen
Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand •
Thelma Thompson






Notices 
Today’s Services are:

  Stokesay             9.45 am         Holy Communion

  Wistanstow       11.15 am         All-age Worship

  Acton Scott         6.30 pm         Evensong  


  
Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 


There will be a fund raising Tea & Cakes at Stokesay Church on Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August from 10 am to 4 pm. Offers of cake and/or help on the day would be much appreciated. Please contact Jan Dovey 01588 672459 / janet.dovey@btinternet.com .


South Shropshire Inter-Faith is planning a trip to the Temple of Peace in Cardiff on Thurs 3rd Sept. Transport and lunch will be covered by SSIF but donations will be invited to help towards cost. If you would like to join them, please send expressions of interest to: Mark Michaels  markjmichaels@googlemail.com . 


National Second hand Wardrobe Day takes place on Tues, 25th August. The day encourages people to rethink how they shop for clothes by choosing pre-loved, vintage, and second-hand garments instead of buying new. Its aim is to normalise reusing clothing, cut textile waste, and show that a sustainable wardrobe can be stylish, affordable, and kind to the planet.


Pray for churches, leaders, volunteers, and communities preparing for autumn ministries and the beginning of new school and university terms 
  Pray for wisdom, energy, unity, and encouragement. Strengthen those planning outreach, youth work, pastoral care, foodbanks, refugee support, and community ministries in the months ahead. 
  Grant compassion, creativity, and perseverance to all serving others, and prepare hearts and communities to receive hope, friendship, and care. 
   Pray especially for teachers, students, families, chaplains, and church leaders entering a new season of responsibility, opportunity, and service. 


If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.

Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’
Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  


Services & readings for next Sunday (Green)

Jeremiah 15.15-21, Romans 12.9-21 
Matthew 16.21-28 

 Pilgrim Centre	       8.00 am	       Holy Communion   
 Stokesay	      11.00 am	     Group Benefice Service

  
Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed




