

  9h August 2026                St. James the Less                         Trinity 10
                  SUNDAY
11am Holy Communion    Rev Sue
 Eucharistic Prayer B  p.22 [188]

Readings   Romans 105-15,  Matt 1422-33 
    

           11th August – Clare of Assissi
 Clare (1194 – 1253) was the famous virgin      foundress of the Minoresses or Poor Clares.  Born at Assisi, Clare grew up to hear the teaching of     St Francis of Assisi, and at 18 she renounced all her possessions and joined him at the Portiuncula, where she became a nun.  Soon Francis found her and her companions a small house adjacent to the church of San Damiano, Assisi, which he had so lovingly restored.
And so it was that Clare became abbess in 1216 of a community of women who wished to live according to the rule and spirit of St Francis. The way of life was one of extreme poverty and austerity, but this did not seem to discourage anyone.  For like the Franciscan friars, Clare’s nuns soon spread to other parts of Europe, especially Spain, Bohemia, France and England, where four convents were founded in the late 13th and 14th centuries.
Clare never left her convent at Assisi – she became distinguished as one of the great medieval contemplatives, devoted to serving her community in great joy, and practising Franciscan ideals, including the love of nature.  She was canonised only two years after her death in 1253. The Poor Clares continue today in many countries as a contemplative order.

Children’s Society   “Quiz Night”

on Sat 22nd Aug. in St. James-the-Great   church hall, SS9 3DP – 6:30pm for 7pm start.  Tickets are £7/person with teams of  6-9.  Make up your own team or they can partner you up.  There will also be a raffle.  
                            To book a place
              please call Tina on 07962 579 627
WEDS (12th)
10:30am Holy Communion   Rev Pete
      Eucharistic Prayer  B  p.22 [188]

Readings   Ezekiel 91-7,1018-22   Matt 1815-20


Services for next week
[bookmark: _Hlk215765387]
Sun  16th   8:00am  Holy Communion [BCP]
              11:00am  Holy Communion [CW]
                                 
Weds 19th 10:30am  Holy Communion
                  

Looking ahead
  Every Tues. 10:30am  KETTLE’S  ON at St B’s.  

Sat 15th  PILGRIMAGE of GRACE  9am-4:45pm [aka  Pilgrimage of Prayer]  starting at St. George’s church and finishing at St. Barnabas.  See website for more details.  

Sat 22nd  QUIZ NIGHT  7pm at St. James the Gt, 
					      Leigh-on-sea.  
        Prayer for Gaza this Week 
        God of provision, 
Thank You for the courageous & compassion-ate commitment of all the medics working in Al Ahli hospital – may You continue to give them wisdom, strength and resilience for each day as they care for the mental and physical health of patients.  We pray, too, that peace and safety may be restored to all in the Holy Land.	AMEN.    EMBRACE the MIDDLE EAST


  











 Please also pray for, Derek & Pam Johnson Guy Negus,  Derek Cotgrove, Tessa Yates,
Sue Burton,  Carol Atkins, Lynda Jiggens
Janice Millar



Church website:   https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6384/         BTH website: bth-group.org 
Revd Mark Smeed  01268 211009  
Claire Littlejohn (St. James’ Newsletter): 01268 757557     
Revd Pete (Team Leader/Area Dean):    01268 211009      
