

12h July 2026                      St. James the Less                             Trinity 6
SUNDAY
11am Holy Communion    Rev Mark & Rev Jan
       Eucharistic Prayer B  p.22 [188]

Readings   Romans 81-11,  Matt. 131-9, 18-23
    

“HE GAVE US EYES TO SEE THEM” –     CHURCH PULPITS
 It is a steep climb of 199 steps that leads the   visitor to Whitby from the streets below to the  church of St Mary’s standing by the ruined abbey. [image: UK, England, Yorkshire, Whitby, St Mary's Church interior, tall 3 tier  pulpit and canopy entrance to altar Stock Photo - Alamy]                                                                            On entering the church the visitor is greeted by box pews and a triple-decker pulpit with candle -sticks and cushions.  The clerk would sit at the bottom level to give out the notices, the parson would lead the service in the middle and ascend to the third level to expound God’s Word.






 

Today preachers often remain at ground level, the better to interact with their congregations, but here at St Mary’s Church the pulpit is a sign of the importance of teaching the Word: not because the preacher stands eight feet above contradiction, but to allow people to see and hear.
The word ‘pulpit’ means a platform or raised area to address the gathered family of God. As we look on in the pews, it stands often on our left. But God looks at us from the east end of the church and the pulpit stands at His right hand:  a sign that the sermon can be the divinely inspired message of prophet and teacher, and so become living and active in the minds and hearts of its hearers.
WEDS (15th)
10:30am Holy Communion   Rev Mark
           Eucharistic Prayer B  p.22 [188]

Readings  Isaiah 105-7, 13-16, Matt. 1125-27


Services for next week
[bookmark: _Hlk215765387]
Sun  19th   8:00am  Holy Communion [BCP]
              11:00am  Holy Communion [CW]
                                 
Weds 22nd 10:30am  Holy Communion
                  

Looking ahead
  Every Tues. 10:30am  KETTLE’S  ON at St B’s.  

  Weds 15th  1:00-2:30pm and 7:30pm-9:00pm   
       last FINDING A VOICE study,  held in St B’s.  

Sat 9th Aug 10:30–3pm  MUSIC DAY 

            

       A prayer for this week         BRF

      Thank You, Father God,
  that within the circle of Your love
  no-one need feel left out,
  no-one need feel last,      
  no-one need feel less,
  for You welcome,
  You seek and You bless
  all who come to You.
  Help us by word and deed 
  To share this truth today.   AMEN


 Please remember to pray for, Derek Cotgrove , Guy Negus,  Derek & Pam Johnson, 
Sue Burton, Tessa Yates.
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