
View this email in your browser

St Mary Greenhithe
Newsletter

 
12th July 2026

8.30am Quiet Communion
Leading & Presiding : Revd Charlie

Sermunkle : Revd Bart

10.30am Joint Holy Communion
Leading, Preaching & Presiding :

Revd Charlie

Readings:
Genesis 25:19-34

Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

 

https://mailchi.mp/6aab9627e09b/news-from-st-mary-greenhithe-16544848?e=a9c249bd4f
http://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe
http://www.facebook.com/StMaryGreenhithe
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5RNIMhcsfLGx_j8_h84mnw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5RNIMhcsfLGx_j8_h84mnw
http://stmarygreenhithe.com/
http://stmarygreenhithe.com/
mailto:office@stmarygreenhithe.com
mailto:office@stmarygreenhithe.com


 Reflection by Charlie

As I contemplated what to write in my final newsletter reflection as your priest,
my very wise daughter suggested I look back on the very first reflection I wrote
when I arrived. This was in a newsletter at the beginning of January 2021. I had

been here for about six weeks, and in that time, we had only managed to a
have a handful of physical services over the Christmas period, and we had just
had to make the difficult decision to close the churches again and move back to
online services. In some ways that feels like it was such a short time ago, but in
others it feels like a lifetime. So much has happened in between. I look back at
so many different things and changes through that time. There was the whole
process of coming through the pandemic and re-establishing church services
and activities. Starting up Baby and Me in Swanscombe. The roof project at St
Mary’s, and the amazing ways that God worked in that, uniting the church and

the community around that goal, and bringing in the funds to allow it to proceed,
and even bringing in the blessing of the changes in the church of removing the



uncomfortable pews and bringing in chairs, with all the flexibility that allows. As
I think back to that, it is the ways that we came together as a church that I

particularly remember and feel blessed by. The massive job of removing pews
(and some very enthusiastic destruction of some of them by the youth), and
then the sanding down of the floor. This further then brings to mind the paint

stripping in the chancel, another time of great church involvement together. As I
think of St Peter and St Paul’s I am reminded of the Font conservation project.

This was a project that the whole community supported in, as they were
reminded of the long-standing beauty and heritage of the church, and the many
generations of Swanscomites who had been baptised there. The focus on the
heritage of the church continued as we began training up a new generation of

bell ringers, and now the bells can be heard to ring out regularly across the
town on Monday evening practice nights, as well many other celebrations

across the year. Projects continued at Swanscombe, with the renovation of the
car park, and more recently the major repair works to the church, which

secured it for many more years to come. This is scheduled to finish by next
Friday, my moving day. It is wonderful to see this coming to a conclusion before

I move on. And at St Mary’s the ongoing project of the heating and energy
solution across the site continues, with blessing of significant help from the

Church of England as we have been identified as a Demonstrator Church for
Net Zero Carbon initiatives.

 
These are just some of significant activities over my time here, and there are

many others – I have not even touched on the establishment and growth of the
MCK charity. But if I look back over my time, and think what I have valued the

most, it comes back to relationships. It is the people that I will miss; the times of
worship and fellowship together; the sharing of life together; the support I

received in times of difficulty; the celebrations in times of joy; the privilege of
coming alongside you all in these times too. It all reminds me of the reason for
which we are created, which is for relationship, with each other and with God.

 
As I looked back on that first reflection in January 2021, we were facing times

of uncertainty and change, much like we are now. I had reflected on the
difficulty I was having in getting to know you all during those times of enforced
separation and isolation but was also looking towards the future when those

relationships would grow. I had encouraged us all to look forward with
confidence and expectation in what God would do among us, reminding us of
his many blessings. Now we can look back on 5 ½ years of further blessings,
and so can look forward too, knowing that our faithful God will continue the
journey with us, even if our journeys take different routes for now. He has

wonderful plans for us; new relationships to build; new opportunities to
discover.

 



Thank you for the privilege of journeying with you all these past few years. I
look forward to the times when our journeys will overlap in the years to come,

and to the time when we meet again at our final destination. God Bless you all.
 





 CHURCH EVENTS





Raffle tickets are available from Jen, or a
member of the Events team - Margaret B,

Margaret M and Marion.







Please Find the latest MCK February Newsletter
HERE

MCK Food Banks
We really appreciate your support of the MCK
food banks and are very grateful for all the

donations we receive.

Currently we are really well stocked with most
things, but we would like to be able to provide

our families with snacky bits over the
Summer Holidays - crisps, ice poles etc.

Did you know that you can also  contribute 

 financially which would help us with  the
everyday running costs of the charity.

Donations can be made in cash or via the bank
account;
MCK

Sort code 51-70-14
Account Number 79029310

Thank you, Jude.
 

https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/eb6bd2b6-2f76-7dac-9878-b8d2cdc37175/MCK_Newsletter_Feb_2026.pdf








PRAYER DIARIES

July Prayer Diary
HERE

HAPPENING AT ST PETER AND ST
PAULS

Link to Sign up to Prayer Diary

https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/091577f0-f1fe-3a98-b44a-5839769e4c6b/Prayer_Diary.pdf
http://eepurl.com/hJPXib




Next meeting on the 2nd August











This group will be starting in
September.



Diocese of Rochester Job Vacancies

Click HERE for more information

https://rochester.anglican.org/xdb/vacancies


Diocese of Rochester Vision
Update

Seeking first the Kingdom of God we are called
together by God to change, serve and grow with

compassion, courage and creativity.

Called Together progress update now
available

In the latest update on the diocesan-wide Called
Together vision, find out about the additional

support now available to help support parishes in
areas such as children and youth work, and care
of buildings, as well as how we can pray for all

that is underway.
Or pick up a printed sheet as you leave church

today.

Please click here to go the website for more
information.

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-us/ourvision/progress-updates/


 Easy Fundraising.

What is easy fundraising ?
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/st-

mary-greenhithe/
By using the link above you can also generate a
percentage of the sales across a wide variety of
online stores, again with the proceeds coming to

the church funds. Easy fundraising has over 4000
stores to choose from, so you can book a holiday,

buy a toaster or much more , all while raising
funds for the upkeep of the church.

You can use this service all year round as well,
so please consider using it when you are looking

for a special birthday or anniversary gift. 



Even something as simple as your on line grocery shopping can help
raise funds, as several supermarkets now offer the option of

fundraising while you shop.

Thank you to those of you
who have brought your old

cartridges to be recycled.
From our last box we have

received £18.45.

SERVICE ROTA.

Please find July's Rota

https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/1a0a32d6-f88b-cb63-9edb-59ba5cfe1b77/July_2026.xlsx
https://mcusercontent.com/c0f2020a18e19e396c21d1754/files/1a0a32d6-f88b-cb63-9edb-59ba5cfe1b77/July_2026.xlsx


HERE
 

MINISTRY TEAM

PRIEST
Revd Charlie Lloyd-Evans 

(Day off - Monday)
Email - revcharlielloydevans@gmail.com

Phone - 01322 383160

CURATE
Revd Bart Woodhouse

(Day off Friday)
Email- revbartwoodhouse@gmail.com

Phone- 07383  334378

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS

Mandy Holloway
(Day off- Friday) 

Email - mandy@stmarygreenhithe.com

Jen White
(Day off - Friday)

Email - jen@stmarygreenhithe.com

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
Jen White

Phone - 01322 382031
Email - office@stmarygreenhithe.com

Office Hours - Wednesday 10am-2pm, Thursday 9am-2pm

 

If you would like to make a donation to the ongoing mission and ministry of St
Mary, Greenhithe you can do so by clicking this button, which will take you to a

payment portal. Thank you for your continued support of the church.
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Church Office
131 Mounts Road

Greenhithe, Kent DA9 9ND
United Kingdom
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