
“If you want to go fast go alone;
If you want to go far go together”

(African proverb)
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St Mary Magdalene, whose Feast Day falls on 22nd July, is the quintessential

maligned woman. For many years, she has endured a very dodgy reputation, based

entirely on the judgements and projections of religious Church leaders especially

Pope Gregory, who started the hares running by conflating the three Marys in the

Gospels! Yes- friends- this is the same Pope Gregory who sent Augustine to England-

demonstrating to any of us who were in doubt that Popes as well as the rest of

Christendom are a mixture of sinners and saints!

So- rescuing Mary Magdalene from the scandal and dubious iconography, we find- lo

and behold! The first person to be entrusted with the astounding news of the

Resurrection of Jesus Christ. And why? I would suggest:

Because she was there- Mary, unlike the men, hadn't fled the scenes of grief and

horror.

Because Jesus trusted her to do the job.

Friends, I rest my case. Mary was one of Jesus' closest friends and disciples. Clearly at

that time, women were not allowed to accompany fellas on road-trips, but she,

together with other named women in the gospels such as Susanna and Joanna,

supported Jesus and his twelve disciples throughout the three years of his ministry.

They were clearly fully involved in his teaching and preaching ministry, not staying at

home making the tea.

So, let's celebrate the women in our churches who are engaged in Christian ministry of

all kinds and like Mary Magdalene, give generously of their time skills energy and

resources and are trusted by Our Lord to spread the Gospel.

St Mary Magdalene

Mother Karen



Louthesk Deanery Intercessions
Sunday July 26th - 1st August 2026

TRINITY 8

These words are part of our New Testament reading this Sunday from St Paul’s
letter to the Romans (Romans 8:26)

 
“The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep

for words.”
 

They are words of reassurance to all of us for those times when prayer seems
such a chore, even a bore – ‘Why bother!’

Who knows? That may well be the way God also feels sometimes when we go
through the rigmarole of church worship: “Oh not them again?”

Just read on in verses 27 & 28.
 

“God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God. We know that all things work together for good for those who

love God, who are called according to his purpose.”
 

There’s our answer! Keep praying! God’s Spirit is always in you and with you.
 

Praying for each other in the Spirit of Unity, Forgiveness and Love
 

THE WIDER CONTEXT OF LOUTHESK DEANERY (Continued)
 
Sunday July 26 
Industry and commerce in your area, including the local shops. 
Farming and agriculture and the care of the environment: 
 
Day 27 
The health services, doctor’s surgeries, and hospital service, care in the community
and local care homes: Ashtree House (Withern), The Elms, Louth Manor, Stewton
House, Meadowpark, The Wolds (all in Louth). Fotherby Care Home. Helen
Marsden the Anna Chaplain to some care homes. The Louth Hospice. The ‘hidden’
carers in our communities. Any health care practitioners who we have come to rely
on personally…doctors, nurses, carers etc. 
 
Day 28 
The local authority and Member of Parliament – Victoria Atkins. 
Lincolnshire County Council. Leader: Sean Matthews 
The Mayor of Greater Lincolnshire - Dame Andrea Jenkyns 
East Lindsey District Council. 
Paish Councils and all our local councillors. 
Louth Town Council 
The Mayor of Louth - Karen Parsons.



The Visitation Service for the Admission of Churchwardens.
Sunday 19th at Grainthorpe St. Clements with The 

Venerable Eleanor Robertshaw Archdeacon of Stow and
Lindsey.

Day 29 
The Emergency Services, fire and rescue, police, ambulance and first responders,
air ambulance 
 
Day 30 
Leisure industry and places of entertainment, pubs and clubs 
 
Day 31 
For all those taking their summer holidays among us here on the east coast. That
they may be refreshed and energised. For our children and young people during
the long summer holiday and for parents and carers who oversee their wellbeing
and safety.
 
 
THE BINBROOK GROUP 
 
Day 1 
BINBROOK, St Mary & St Gabriel 
Kate Collins [cw] Peter Beveridge [cw] Philip Wallis [tr] Carrol McCudden [sec] 
KELSTERN, St Faiths 
Richard Milligan Manby [cw] 

A huge thank you and heartfelt congratulations to all our wonderful

churchwardens! We are so grateful for your tireless dedication, invaluable

service and generous spirit. You are truly appreciated!



Dear members, supporters and friends of Louth Churches for Refugees
 
We’re very pleased to let you know we have finalised a sponsorship
agreement for another resettled refugee family and we are looking forward
to their arrival in Louth over the coming few weeks. 
This is another milestone in the mission of Louth Churches for Refugees –
responding locally and practically in the light of continued world instability
and huge global migration challenges.
We had an excellent response to our recent appeal for donations of
furniture and furnishings, including practical help with
collecting/moving/delivery – thank you for all your support as we prepare
a warm welcome.
The family we will be sponsoring is made up of a mother and three adult
children. Please remember members of the family in your prayers over the
coming weeks as they prepare to travel to Lincolnshire and begin the
challenging process of resettlement and integration. Please also continue to
pray for the work of Louth Churches for Refugees as we seek to help:

God of the journey, 
 turn our hearts towards 

 our migrant and refugee neighbours. 
 May those seeking sanctuary 

 know welcome, safety and hope. 
 Amen.



David Margarson 
davidjames.margarson@gmail.com

07511 011975



 DIARY 

DATES

Great Carlton 





The website will be updated with
full details in August and printed
brochures will be available from

libraries, tourist information points
and participating churches after

July 16.



Tennyson’s Lincolnshire Family — A Lecture 
St Andrew Church South Thoresby 7.30pm Friday 31st July 2026 
 Tickets £7 For tickets contact by text: 07929 467204
 
 Each year we are graced at St Andrew’s Church with a lecture from our
very own local historian, Jean Howard. This year is no exception — and
Jean brings us a subject rooted deeply in our own county’s soil.
 
 Her talk, Tennyson’s Lincolnshire Family, explores the remarkable cast of
characters who shaped the poet’s early life. She will look briefly at his
parents, grandparents and siblings, including his favourite brother
Charles, who spent his life as vicar of Grasby, and his hated Uncle
Charles, the eccentric creator of the astonishing Bayons Manor at Tealby.
 
 It’s a story threaded with eccentricity, addiction, family tensions and
brilliance — more than enough to keep every listener absorbed.
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