Sunday 26" July 2026 Parish of Newport and
— Eighth Sunday after Trinity Carisbrooke with Gatcombe

Parish

Weekly Pew Sheet for the benefice of Newport and Carisbrooke with Gatcombe

To know Jesus and to make him known

Welcome to our benefice! If you are visiting
one of our churches for the first time, please
introduce yourself to us!

Verse for the week
“The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my
salvation”

Exodus 15: 2
Thought for the week
Today's reading is about the crossing of the Red Sea, and the dark
days that preceded it. The Israelites feel trapped, their situation
hopeless, only days after liberation from the rulers of Egypt. Moses
says "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance
the Lord will bring you today.” The Israelites show little faith, despite
all that God has done for them: the new terror of a pursuing army is
all too real. It is easy to lose our confidence in difficult times. So
often fear leads to self-doubt and a wobble, but having faith in
God's promises is what really liberates us.
Richard

Collect;

Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven and became poor for our sake:
when we prosper save us from pride, when we are needy save us from
despair, that we may trust in you alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



FIRST READING; Life of Moses: Exodus 14: 5-31

When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of Pharaoh
and his officials were changed toward the people, and they said, “What have we
done, letting Israel leave our service?” So he had his chariot made ready and took
his army with him; he took six hundred elite chariots and all the other chariots of
Egypt with officers over all of them. The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king
of Egypt, and he pursued the Israelites, who were going out boldly. The Egyptians
pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, his chariot drivers and his army;
they overtook them camped by the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to
Moses, “"Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us
away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of
Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can
serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid,
stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today, for
the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight
for you, and you have only to keep still.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go
forward. But you lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then | will harden
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them, and so | will gain
glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot
drivers. Then the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when | have gained
glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And
so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come
near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and the waters were
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall
for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued and went into the
sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the
morning watch the Lord, in the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the
Egyptian army and threw the Egyptian army into a panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and
in his servant Moses.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL READING; Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ



Post communion prayer;

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy things;

may the ears which have heard your word be deaf to clamour and dispute;

may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;

may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love shine with the light of hope;
and may the bodies which have been fed with your body be refreshed with the
fullness of your life; glory to you for ever. Amen.

What's on in our parish?
Worship and Prayer Sunday Evening Service: This Sunday will be our last
Sunday evening service in the Minster until Sunday 13" September.

Benefice Songs of Praise service: Sunday 30th August, St. John's church at
9.30am. If you have a favourite hymn or song then do please email Revd Emma
(emma.cooksey@cofeheartofwight.org) with your favourite & we will try to include
as many as we can.
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