NEWSLETTER NUMBER 328
Congratulations to Jacquie Hockaday and her team for the very successful Strawberry and Prosecco event.   The weather was excellent and there was a good turnover of visitors so we raised around £400 plus we have reduced the number of books on the Lang Room shelves!
OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2026 – 5TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
The next service at All Saints Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 5th July 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Stephen Bowen.   Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay and chat.   

RABSON’S RAMBLE
Church clipping, Church ales, Carols and Festivals
You may have heard or seen that last weekend St John’s Church, Wellington’s Patronal Festival was attempting to revive the custom of “Clipping the church”.   This event had died out in 1889 and the Wellington Folk and Custom Society was attempting to revive it.   The word clipping stems from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘clyppan’ which has several meanings i.e. to clasp, embrace or grip tightly.   The entire village/congregation would gather outside the church, hold hands and encircle the church.   The people would sing carols and other songs and dance round the building.  
     Church ales tended to appear around Easter or Whitsun.   Specially brewed ales appeared to help the festival along – you can visit a Church Ale House at Crowcombe.   The ale was sold to the people and the money raised was used for church purposes.   The church ale is akin to the events known as Wakes in the north of England.  Wakes weeks are often allied to well dressing, morris dancing and usually involve processions.   Church ales were specifically forbidden in 1603 but people continued to enjoy them and refused to give them up as the money raised was put to good use.
      The church would only sanction hymns/anthems that used words taken from the Bible, hence much use was made of Psalms.   Carols were well established in the folk tradition and could be on many themes other than Christmastide.   They would be sung in alehouses and cover events during the year.   They tended to have jolly tunes and people frequently dance to them.   There is a strong tradition in Sheffield where Christmas  carols have developed their own local tunes and musicians tour the area to sing them in a different pub each night.
There are also a number of areas in the West Country e.g. Cornwall, Dorset’s Longburton and on Exmoor where neighbouring carols have developed their own tunes.   The music for “Whilst shepherds watched” is particularly impressive where nearly 300 tunes are known. 
      Plough Monday (first Monday after Twelfth night) was successfully revived in the Balsham and Hildersham area of South Cambridgeshire in the early 1970s.  We lived in Hildersham, where this custom only died in 1949, but the plough was still living inside the church at Balsham.   Balsham had people who had helped pull the plough as young men and they encouraged the custom to be revived.   The Cambridge Morris Men were in attendance and a more than good time was had by all as each house holder supplied either food, drink or money to the ploughboys.   If you did not give food, drink or money, the plough would furrow the lawn but there was little danger or that as it was just after Christmas!   Nowadays the route has to be fixed in advance or you run the risk of falling foul of the begging laws. 

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2026 - 5TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Sidesmen:-  Jacquie Hockaday and Ann Fry
Reader:-       Philippa Deem
Coffee:-        Jacquie Hockaday and Ann Fry
Flowers:-      Jacquie Hockaday

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2026 – 5TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Collect:- Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Zechariah Chapter 9,  vv 9 – 12 
Romans Chapter 7, vv 15 – 25a 
Matthew Chapter 11, vv 16 – 19 and vv 25 – end 

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance 
Hazel Ware                                                                                                                   
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley                     
                     
YEARS MIND FOR JULY
5TH    Valerie Milton
5TH    Ernest Yates
8TH    George (Leonard) James Hancock
9TH    Audrey Sanders
9TH    Josephine May Chave
10TH  Elwyn Alice Mary Thomas
10TH  Dorothy Waterman

BIRTHDAY LIST
There are no known birthdays in July.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday 11TH July 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation!  
Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 6TH August 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 25TH August 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Churchyard Group
If you are willing to help, the next meeting will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 14th July 2026 if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white iberis, white omphaloides, small green/yellow or green/white hostas and small ferns.   We are very grateful to have received  money enabling us to buy the bulbs wanted for next spring.

Shanty Singing
The group is not meeting in July.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Fund Raising Committee event
Saturday 18/7/2026 Church BBQ and picnic, 5 – 8 p.m.
This will take place in the church grounds.   Further details will come next week but you need to put the date in your diaries now.

OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints’ Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 12th July 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Christopher Rowley.   Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay and chat.   
OTHER INFORMATION
Hymns for services
A book has been placed on the sidesman’s table for you to complete with your favourite hymns.   Alternatively, you can give me a list of titles/hymn numbers so I can collate them on my computer.   As and when they become appropriate i.e. Christmas carols in August will not be an acceptable option, then they will be included.   After next week, I will give you a breakdown of facts that have appeared so far.

OTHER INFORMATION
From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.   This week: Revd. Tim Buckley, leader of the Life Central church in Wellington, leads our act of worship which invites us to focus on how God works in new things.   If you have prayer or song requests or want others to know about what is happening in your church, contact revandrew@10Radio.org 
 
FUN CORNER
The heatwave is temporarily over, but the Daily Telegraph had 3 good letters on the subject last week.
1) From Helen Geddes, Isle of Wight.  She grew up in Malaysia and Singapore and was able to wear her batik sarongs – perfect for beating the tropical weather, apparently.
2) A couple stayed in an Exeter hotel and were advised that there was no air conditioning but, instead, there was a table-top fan and extra water had been provided.   The letter on this subject was signed off with “Warm regards, The Management”.
3) From Carole Moore of Wellington – you may know her!   During 1976’s heatwave she learnt how to siphon her bathwater via a pipe into cans and buckets placed below.   This kept her runner beans fully hydrated and productive in spite of the hosepipe ban.

MORE FROM THE BOOK “LOST IN TRANSLATION”
PERSONAL GROOMING 
1) Tokyo Barber’s shop – All customers promptly executed
2) Zanzibar barber’s shop – Gentleman’s throats cut with nice sharp razors
3) Diet centre in New York – Lose all your weight: $198
4) Beijing – Haircuts half price today.  Only one per customer
5) Indian jewellers – We shoot earholes
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