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lturgy SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
See, I have God for my help.
The Lord sustains my soul.
1 will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

COLLECT
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Areading from the Book of Wisdom.

There is not any God besides you, whose care is for all,
to whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly.
For your strength is the source of righteousness,
and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all.
For you show your strength
when men doubt the completeness of your power,
and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it.
You are sovereign in strength but you judge with mildness,
and with great forbearance you govern us;
for you have power to act whenever you choose.
Through such works you have taught your people
that the one who is righteous must be kind,
and you have filled your sons with good hope,
because you give repentance for sins.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 86(85):5-6. 9-10. 15-16a. R. 5a

R: O Lord, you are good and forgiving.

1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of mercy to all who call to you.
Give ear, O Lorp, to my prayer,
and attend to my voice in supplication. R.

2. All the nations you have made shall come;
they will bow down before you, O Lord,
and glorify your name,
for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
you who alone are God. R.

3. You, O God, are compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, O Lord,
abundant in mercy and fidelity;
turn and take pity on me. R.

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-27
Areading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.

Brothers and sisters: The Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we
do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL cf. Matthew 11:25
R: Alleluia, alleluia.

| thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little children.
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

(for shorter form read between > <)

> At that time: Jesus put another parable before the crowd, saying,
‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed
good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared
also. And the servants of the master of the house came and said
to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How
then does it have weeds?” He said to them, “An enemy has done
this.” So the servants said to him, “Then do you want us to go and
gather them?” But he said, “No, lest in gathering the weeds you
root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until
the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, ‘Gather the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.” <

He put another parable before them, saying, ‘The kingdom of
heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed
in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it
is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

He told them another parable. ‘The kingdom of heaven is like
leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it
was all leavened.’

All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed,
he said nothing to them without a parable. This was to fulfil what
was spoken by the prophet: ‘I will open my mouth in parables; |
will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.’

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples came to him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field.” He answered, ‘The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed
is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds
are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice
brought to completion varied offerings of the law,
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your faithful servants
and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of Abel,
so that what each has offered to the honour of your majesty
may benefit the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

Or

Behold, | stand at the door and knock, says the Lord.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door to me,
I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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The Parish of St Anselm, Hayes

July 19%, 2026
16" Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today’s gospel we have
three wonderful parables. The
meaning of last two —the
grain of mustard seed and the
leaven mixed with the flour —
must have been considered by
Jesus, or more likely by the
gospel writer, to be fairly
obvious. Certainly, there is no attempt to explain
them, and the disciples don’t ask what they mean.
But for the first parable, we have Jesus’s own
explanation of its meaning. It’s no surprise that it is
this parable that mystifies the disciples, and prompts
Jesus’s explanation. Because the questions asked by
the disciples have been the questions repeated by
Christians down the ages. When evil people do evil
things, why does God let them do it? Our lives would
surely be a lot easier if the wicked people, the
‘weeds’, were removed from our communities
before they could cause any trouble. But the world
does not consist of good people and evil people —it
consists of people who, like all of us, are capable of
both good and evil. We are all potential saints, and
even those who do wicked things can, with God’s
help, turn their lives around. That is why judgment
day will not happen until “the end of the age” -
everyone must be given a chance of salvation.

ST. ANSELM'S

Proclaiming Christ in Hayes

www.stanselm.co.uk

Entrance Hymn
73 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!

Offertory Hymn

458 Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round (During this
hymn the collection is taken. Please give as
generously as you can.)

Recessional

400 Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands

THIS WEEK (Year A[2]; Psalm week 4)

ALL MORNING PRAYER SERVICES EXCEPT ON
THURSDAYS, AND ALL EVENING PRAYER SERVICES
INCLUDING ON THURSDAYS, ARE NOW ONLINE. To
attend these online services, visit
www.stanselm.co.uk, select ‘Services and events’,
then ‘Online Morning Prayer’ or ‘Online Evening
Prayer’ as appropriate, and click on ‘MORE INFO’.

20%: Monday of 16" week in Ordinary Time.
Morning Prayer 0900 online.

21%: Tuesday of 16" week in Ordinary Time.
Morning Prayer 0900 online. Evening Prayer online
1700.

22" Feast of St Mary Magdalen. Online Morning
Prayer 0900. Online Evening Prayer and Bible Study
1700.

23": Feast St Bridget of Sweden, Patroness of
Europe. Morning Prayer at 0945 IN CHURCH, Mass
1000. Evening Prayer online 1700.

24™: Friday of 16" week in Ordinary Time. Morning
Prayer 0900 online.

25": Feast of St James, Apostle.

NEXT SUNDAY

26" July: 17*" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Mass at
1000 as usual. There will be a PCC meeting after
mass.

FUTURE DATE: Sunday 9*" August will be Fr Josiah’s
last Sunday with us, and we are going to have one
of our famous ‘bring and share’ lunches after mass
to send him and his family off with our love and
best wishes!

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS

Elise Asmar; Kathyan Fenton; Sylvia Fenton, Desiree
Loderick, Mr & Mrs DeGale, Fitzroy Sandiford, Peter
Wickham, Cora Freeman, David Couling and Shirley
Thomas. (If you have a name for the list, please give
the details to Fr Josiah or Fr Stephen.)

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH

19'": Olive Martin, Sue Gordon

20™: Gordon Reilly, John Maddix, Sylvia Skinner,
Christine Chick, Hazel Stephenson

21%: Ada Elizabeth Phyall, Sr Florence Mary
22" Frederick Henry West

YOUNG CHILDREN IN CHURCH: Don’t worry if they
make a noise or move about! Young visitors to the
sanctuary are always welcome, so no drama if they
go for a walk! We’ll have a look at the children’s
work at the end of mass...

FINANCIAL POSITION: During June 2026 our income
was £1,356.97, and our outgoings were £1,041.51.
This is good news, but in
previous months we’ve spent
much more than we received,
so we’re still in financial
danger. Could you help us by
making a small increase in your
contribution to St Anselm?
Please flash this QR code to get started!

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS

Fr Stephen: fr.stephen@stanselm.co.uk; 020 4603
7795

Fr Josiah: fr.josiah@stanselm.co.uk; 07597 701878
Susan can still be contacted at this email address:
susan@stanselm.co.uk




