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    Sunday 5th July, Fifth Sunday after Trinity
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday 
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am				Eucharist, with Children’s Church, in Church and on Zoom
5pm				Choral Evensong, with Presdales School Choir

Hymns								
Processional			474 Immortal, invisible, God only wise
Gradual			532 O for a closer walk with God
Offertory			469 I heard the voice of Jesus say
Communion			308 Just as I am, without one plea
Final				622 Will you come and follow me

Music
Setting			Deutsche Messe Schubert
Motet				Oculi Omnium Wood
Voluntary			Fuga - Allegro moderato from Sonata II Mendelssohn
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Rota for Sunday 5th July, Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Children’s Church	Jackie Turner, Daphne Footer
Welcomers		Pat Collin, Ann Sandford
Sidespeople		John and Gillian Budworth
Servers 	 		Sue Austin, Mike Franklin, Sarah Walker
Readers			Mary Millett, Mike Franklin
Intercessor		Marie South
Lay Admin	Mike Franklin, Malcolm Furnival Jones, Derek Day, Steve Dibbs
Coffee		 	Linn Parker, Alan Thomas

For your Prayers: 
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, Simon Peters, Robert Evans
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Sheila Hale, Nicholas Sandford
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Jane Budworth, Ivy Snell, Katherine Cock
In our Deanery: Hertford Hundred Benefice. Revd Theresa Musiwacho
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Peace in our Community, Nation and World
Those that live in: Page Hill, Parker Court



Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, that in their invocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Genesis 23.34-38, 42-49, 58-end
The servant whom Abraham had sent said to Laban: 34‘I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying, “You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38 but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.”
42 ‘I came today to the spring, and said, “O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43 I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, ‘Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,’ 44 and who will say to me, ‘Drink, and I will draw for your camels also’ – let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.” 45 ‘Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water-jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, “Please let me drink.” 46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, “Drink, and I will also water your camels.” So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47 Then I asked her, “Whose daughter are you?” She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and worshipped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49 Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.’
58 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Will you go with this man?’ She said, ‘I will.’ 59 So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, ‘May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.’ 61 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 62 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. 63 Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 64 And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, 65 and said to the servant, ‘Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?’ The servant said, ‘It is my master.’ So she took her veil and covered herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

Second Reading, Romans 7.15-25a
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Gospel Reading, Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end
At that time Jesus said, 16 ‘To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one another, 17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer (EP will be sung on Tuesdays)
Monday 6th			12pm Concert
				2pm Board Games Café
				7pm PCC meeting
Tuesday 7th			9.45 Organ Practice
				12pm Deanery Chapter Meeting
3.30pm Chorister Practice
Wednesday 8th		11am Eucharist
				5.30pm Hall booking
				7.30pm Bell Ringing
Friday 10th			3.30pm Chorister Practice
3.45pm Handbells
7pm Choir Practice
Saturday 11th		3.30pm An Organist in Norway

Rota for Sunday 12th July, Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Welcomers		John and Gillian Budworth
Sidespeople		Mike and Bonnie West
Servers 	 		Anne Crowther, Derek Day, Roti Tunis
Readers			Gavin John, Maria Knightly
Intercessor		Steve Dibbs
Lay Admin	Zara Kimber, Mat Wilson, Derek Day, Kath Kirby
Coffee		 	David and Liz Horner


Notices

Next Evening Service Choral Evensong 5th July, Organ Evening Prayer 19th July, 5pm

Ordination of José Tamayo Our new Curate José is being ordained this afternoon at St Alban’s Cathedral. Please keep José in your prayers as he prepares to answer God’s call and begin this new chapter of service. His first service with us is 12th July, with cake and fizz afterwards to celebrate.

Request for help on Saturday 25th July We are planning to run a few stalls in St Mary's Church Yard 12noon to 4pm to raise funds to fix the Hall and South Porch. Please see Derek if you think you have goods to donate. If you could spare an hour or two to help set up (from 11am) and/or serve on the stalls, please would you contact Roger (07736673899, or by email r.hawkins474@btinternet.com). Thank you.  

New St Mary’s Merchandise Tote bag £15, bone China mug £12 and fridge magnet £4. On sale after some services and at events. Or buy direct from Belinda Martin.

Organ Celebration
In July we are offering a month-long celebration of the organ with organ recitals for both lunchtime recitals, on the 6th and 16th, and celebrity evening recitals on 14th (William Fox, St Albans Cathedral) and 24th (Charles Francis). Other events will include an illustrated talk ‘An Organist in Norway’ on Saturday 11th and an Organ Evening Prayer on Sunday 19th. All events to be held in St Mary’s Church. Tickets are £12 per ticket, or £20 for both evening recitals. Tickets for the evening recitals can be purchased by emailing the office, or in person from Dorothy and Malcolm Elliott. Flyers are available to share around. Please sign up to indicate attendance by 11th July for ‘An Organist in Norway’.

Four go Wild to Walsingham! TODAY Liz and David Horner and, Gloria and Martin Douglas will set out from St Magnus the Martyr to ride their bikes to Walsingham to raise funds for the refurbishing works in the Hall and South Porch, Ware is their first stopover and they hope to be at Evensong this evening. Please see the display boards for more information, to donate, and to estimate their mileage. Thank you for your support.

Visit to Offley, Tuesday 14th July Please see Celia to confirm menu requests. Payment will be in cash on the day. Drinks orders will be paid for when ordering. Thank you.

August Quarterly – deadline approaching fast! Please send material - reviews, notices, articles, pictures etc - to Bonnie at rsc_west@hotmail.com. The deadline is Wednesday 15th July 2026. Please use word documents and not pdfs.

Next Lunchtime Concerts
Monday 6th July	Ellie-Mae McGlone
Thursday 16th July	Chris Muhley

Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: Tuesday & Friday 9am – 1pm officestmarys@btinternet.com 01920 462539 
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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