
“If you want to go fast go alone;

If you want to go far go together”
(African proverb)

Week Commencing 19  July 2026th

Deanery Office Address:
The Rectory
Peppin Lane
Fotherby
Louth
LN11 OUW

Louthesk@lincoln.anglican.org

01507 610247

Office Opening Hours at the Rectory: 9am -4.30pm
Wednesday/Thursday Subject to change

Denise Works from home Mon, Tues and Fri.





 St Edith 

We have two churches dedicate to St Edith in the Deanery and , like many
Anglo-Saxon women, details about St Edith’s life are sketchy; I recommend
asking Pete from Grimoldby or Susan from Little Grimsby to tell you what
they’ve discovered about her, when you run into either of them (and both
will be delighted to show you round their beautiful church!). 
St Edith, like many women up to very recent times, made the positive
decision to join a religious Order of Benedictine nuns. Many educated
women chose this way of life instead of becoming wives and mothers,
encouraged by the opportunities for learning and development- and many
more had the decision to enter a religious community made for them. When
I recently read biographies of St Edith, I was struck by most of the
references to her being ‘daughter’ ‘wife’ and ‘sister’ except the briefest of
mentions of Edith as Abbess of Polesworth Abbey in Tamworth. We assume
she was a good Abbess in the Benedictine tradition, governing with
gentleness, compassion and appreciation of all the nuns placed under her
care- or we would never have heard of Edith, much less had churches
dedicated to her! 
Although we will quite rightly rejoice that there are now far fewer
limitations on women in many human societies, it is good to reflect that for
the past fifteen centuries the Church has offered women an alternative way
of life, not based on conformity to worldly standards. Although we may
perceive it in some ways as ‘restrictive’ compared to women’s opportunities
now, a religious vocation has enabled the spiritual. emotional and
intellectual flourishing of many women through the ages, enriching the life
of the whole people of God. Mother Karen 



Louthesk Deanery Intercessions
Sunday 19th - 25th July 2026

TRINITY 7

On July 22nd the church celebrates St Mary Magadelen the Apostle to the
Apostles. She was the first person to carry the momentous news of the
Resurrection of Jesus. How well do we follow in her footsteps?

 
Almighty God,

whose Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of mind and body
and called her to be a witness to his resurrection:

forgive our sins and heal us by your grace,
that we may serve you in the power of his risen life;

who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.
 

Praying for each other in the Spirit of Unity, Forgiveness and Love

NORTH SOMERCOTES AND MARSHCHAPEL GROUP (Continued)
 
Day 19 
MARSHCHAPEL, St Mary 
Olivia Hurton [cw] [sec] Christel Henderson [cw] Lesley Collins [tr] 
NORTH SOMERCOTES, St Mary 
Linda Rose-King [cw] Lynda Dobson [tr] Christine Wells [sec] 
 
THE WIDER CONTEXT OF LOUTHESK DEANERY 
 
Day 20 
Those who serve our local churches: 
All PCC and DCC members 
Organists 
Choirs 
Those exercising a welcome ministry
Bell Ringers, Flower arrangers 
Church cleaners and maintenance of buildings 
Fund raisers 
Organisers of after-church refreshments, coffee mornings, lunch clubs,
afternoon teas, food hubs, community larders and warm spaces 

Day 21 
Officers of the Deanery:  
Archdeacon: Eleanor Robertshaw
The Partnership Dean: Chris Lilley 
Rural Dean: Terry Steele 
Lay Chair: Stephen Woodcock 
Deanery Treasurer: Jenny Ballantyne 
Deanery Administrators: Julie Speakman & Denise Bell 



Deanery Synod Secretary: Anita Samaan 
All members of the Deanery Synod 
 
Day 22 
STIPENDIARY CLERGY 
Karen Gooding [Rural Mission Enabler] 
 
RETIRED CLERGY and ORDAINED LOCAL MINISTERS  SERVING THE
DEANERY 
Mark Carroll, Ian Chisholm, Peter Coates, Keith Dally, Alan Hayday, Stephen
Holdaway, Daphne King, Chris Lilley, Robert Mansfield, Julie Oddy Bates, Paul
Salmon, Terry Steele, Jean Wrisdale, 
 
Day 23 
READERS 
Jenny Ballantyne, Penny Crane, Mark Hunkin, David Margarson,
Helen Marsden, Ronnie Partridge, 
 
AUTHORISED LAY MINISTERS 
Peter Bates [Grimoldby] Malcolm Boot [Legbourne] Lilian Boot [Legbourne] 
Carol Carter [ Great Carlton] Jill Day [South Elkington] Arthur Henderson
[Marshchapel] Jean Howard [Tathwell] Russell Howard [Tathwell] Hilary King
[Legbourne]  Christine Lowis [Alvingham] Mathew Pettifer [North Thoresby]
John Smith [Great Carlton]  Anne Stratford [Alvingham] Stephen Woodcock
[Fulstow] 
 
Day 24 
The other Christian denominations in the deanery area and other faith
communities – their leaders and people: 
The Methodist Churches 
Eastgate Union Church [URC and Baptist] 
The Roman Catholic Church 
The Salvation Army 
The Orthodox Church 
Generations Church 
 
Day 25 
Education, Schools and colleges – the church schools in the deanery area: 
Withern St Margaret’s 
Legbourne East Wold 
North Cockerington 
North Somercotes 
Binbrook 
Louth St Michael’s 
Fulstow Primary 

Please send any corrections or changes to these intercessions to
Canon Alan Hayday windhover22@live.co.uk

 



Update from Louth Churches for Refugees - We’re very pleased to let you know
we have finalised a sponsorship agreement for another resettled refugee family
and we are looking forward to their arrival in Louth over the coming few weeks.
This is another milestone in the mission of Louth Churches for Refugees –
responding locally and practically in the light of continued world instability and
huge global migration challenges. We had an excellent response to our recent
appeal for donations of furniture and furnishings, including practical help with
collecting/moving/delivery – thank you for all your support as we prepare a
warm welcome. Find out more on our website:
https://louthchurchesforrefugees.org/about-us/latest-news/



David Margarson 
davidjames.margarson@gmail.com

07511 011975



 DIARY 

DATES

Great Carlton 





The website will be updated with
full details in August and printed
brochures will be available from

libraries, tourist information points
and participating churches after

July 16.



Tennyson’s Lincolnshire Family — A Lecture 
St Andrew Church South Thoresby 7.30pm Friday 31st July 2026 
 Tickets £7 For tickets contact by text: 07929 467204
 
 Each year we are graced at St Andrew’s Church with a lecture from our
very own local historian, Jean Howard. This year is no exception — and
Jean brings us a subject rooted deeply in our own county’s soil.
 
 Her talk, Tennyson’s Lincolnshire Family, explores the remarkable cast of
characters who shaped the poet’s early life. She will look briefly at his
parents, grandparents and siblings, including his favourite brother
Charles, who spent his life as vicar of Grasby, and his hated Uncle
Charles, the eccentric creator of the astonishing Bayons Manor at Tealby.
 
 It’s a story threaded with eccentricity, addiction, family tensions and
brilliance — more than enough to keep every listener absorbed.
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