The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
26th July  The Eighth Sunday after Trinity

Readings:  1 Kings 3.5 - 12, Romans 8.26 – 39 and Matthew 13.31 - 33, 44 - 52


	

	
	





	


Collect 



Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
    both our hearts and bodies
in the ways of your laws
    and the works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty protection, 
    both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 


Post Communion 







Strengthen for service, Lord,
the hands that have taken holy things;
may the ears which have heard your word
    be deaf to clamour and dispute;
may the tongues which have sung your praise 
    be free from deceit;
may the eyes which have seen the tokens 
    of your love shine with the light of hope;
and may the bodies which have been fed with your
    body be refreshed with the fullness of your life;
glory to you for ever.  Amen



In Our Prayers 

As we raise our prayers to you, Lord, we come seeking courage, commitment, and above all hope, in a world that sometimes seems hopeless.  

· We pray our new prime minister, Andy Burnham, will lead with integrity and honesty, creating policies that help the neediest in our society.
· We pray for vulnerable women and girls across the world that face human trafficking and abuse, may world leaders promote initiatives that protect human dignity and provide safety to all women.
· We pray for those facing difficult decisions. We ask the Holy Spirit to intercede and oversee their decision making to ensure their best outcomes, that lead to happier, healthier and positive days ahead.
· As the summer holidays begin, we pray that students, teachers and families enjoy precious time together for relaxation, rejuvenation and joy.

Hear our voices, Lord, and guide our thoughts, words and deeds, to do your work in the world, to the ends of the earth.  Amen
Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Lillian Tomlinson • Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand •
Thelma Thompson






Notices 
Today’s Services are:


  Stokesay          9.45 am          Holy Communion

  Wistanstow        11.15 am          All-Age Worship

 		 Acton Scott	      6.30 pm	          Evensong 


Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 

Administration of Holy Communion: The Archdeacon has advised that permission for Communion by intinction (a response to COVID) has now been withdrawn; so administration of Communion at Wistanstow, Stokesay, Halford and the Pilgrim Centre will revert to the shared chalice with immediate effect. Acton Scott have already returned to the use of the shared chalice.


Pray for families entering the summer holiday season. We pray for joyful time together, rest, patience, and renewed relationships. We remember parents and carers balancing work, childcare, financial pressures, and changing routines, especially those unable to take time away from work. Grant wisdom and support for childcare arrangements, safety for children and young people during holidays and travel, and strength for teachers, grandparents, carers, holiday clubs, and community groups caring for small people throughout the summer weeks. 


Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 



There will be a fund raising Tea & Cakes at Stokesay Church on Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August from 10 am to 4 pm. Offers of cake and/or help on the day would be much appreciated. Please contact Jan Dovey 01588 672459 / janet.dovey@btinternet.com .


If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
or text : 07484 835170. Deadline is noon on Thursday.
Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishes’

Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  


Services & readings for next Sunday (Green)


Isaiah 55.1-5, Romans 9.1-5 
Matthew 14.13-21

  Pilgrim Centre	       8.00 am         Holy Communion
  	Acton Scott            11.00 am         All-age Worship 
                                                         with  Baptism
Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed




