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Description automatically generated]	   A warm welcome to all                 
 August 2026
	Letter from the Rector

	The Rector writes: 
I have been taking some time to reflect on the journey we have been on since I was licensed as Rector three and half years ago.  I arrived unsure of what to expect and equally unsure of your expectations of me! It was challenging coming to a new Diocese where I knew relatively few people.  The warmth of your welcome eased the transition and now, three years on, I no long feel like a stranger or an imposter.
Together, both Churches have undertaken some huge projects, from repairing the organ at St Thomas’ to the creation of disabled access at St Cuthbert’s.  We have benefitted from the generosity of so many, enabling new paths to be laid and the creation of an inspirational wildlife-friendly area at St Cuthbert’s, and the repointing of the tower and south wall of St Thomas’s.  We have held Christmas tree festivals, flower festivals, harvest festivals.  We have hosted a slavery exhibition as well as organ recitals and choir concerts.  The list goes on and on.
We are blessed to have strong links with all our church schools as well as scouting and guiding groups.    It can be a challenge knowing how to include, involve and inspire youngsters - but that challenge is also   a blessing.  God has been at work in both our communities, and it has been inspiration to see new people from all generations starting to get more involved and explore their faith.  Without activities such as the parent and toddler group, knit and natter and the lunch club we would be so much poorer as churches.  Thank you to everyone who enables them to run and serve those who use them.
Our shared vision of thankfulness, hospitality and generosity is one that, through the inspiration and strength of the Holy Spirit, is helping us to share the Gospel, build community and become beacons of hope in a complex and hurting world.
I am thankful for each one of you and for your prayers.  Together we are the Body of Christ in our communities, and together we are called to continue to be courageous and follow where God leads.  It’s been an amazing adventure so far; let’s see where He leads us next.
Every Blessing Susan
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Knit and Natter every Tuesday 10am to 11.30am (approx.) 
The choir vestry, St Cuthbert’s.
Come and chat, have a brew, ponder life. Meet old friends and make some new ones
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St Thomas’s Parent and Toddlers takes a break, restarting in September
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Every Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm (approx), in the Millennium Centre 
St Thomas’ Warm Welcome.
A simple lunch followed by time to chat, laugh or simply be. All welcome.
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Thoughtful Tuesdays takes a break during August
SAVE the DATE: Prayer meeting Tuesday 15th September –We pray for our world.
Come and journey around the world as we visit different prayer stations.

St. Thomas’s
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns

2nd Sunday Church Parade NOT in August or September
3rd Sunday, ‘Bubble Church’ for toddlers from 10.45am
4th Sunday, All-age Eucharistic Service



St Cuthbert’s (now back in Church)
9.30am.  Holy Communion 
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Prayer)

No Church without walls or Messy Church during August but please come and use the family friendly area and resources.











Regular midweek services:
Wednesdays	11.00am	St Thomas’s, said Holy Communion

Thursdays	9.15 am	St Cuthbert’s, said Morning Prayer
1.30 pm	St Cuthbert’s, said Holy Communion with prayers for healing 



	

	

	


	



Save the date
Sunday 20th September, 9.30am Re-dedication and thanksgiving for the path at St Cuthbert’s 
With Interim Bishop of Liverpool, Ruth Worsley, followed by refreshments in Church.  All welcome.
Looking further ahead
Harvest Weekend 10th and 11th October
Come and visit: both churches will be open and decorated for harvest.
St Cuthbert’s celebrates Harvest through the ages with events in school, church and Memorial Hall
Harvest Supper Saturday 10th October in St Cuthbert’s School
Harvest Songs of Praise St Cuthbert’s Church Sunday 11th October at 4pm with augmented choirs 
from St Thomas’s, All Saints’ Rainford and Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe 
At St Thomas’ there will be a Harvest Church and welly parade at 11am
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Eco Church and closer to nature
Sunday 23rd August 2-3.30pm St Cuthbert’s memorial garden – spend some time in this beautiful space with 
Marielke Riley, who will guide us through a mediative practice to help us engage with God’s creation in a deeper way.  The session is open to anyone, no previous experience is needed. Bring a folding chair or similar.

Leaving St Cuthbert’s Church building open for the community
With the completion of the path, can you help us work towards leaving the church open during the day as a 
Pilgrim Place?  Please see Sue Goldstraw.
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We are grateful to St Cuthbert’s school who have kindly allowed church to use the school car park on Sundays to relieve some of the pressure on Sundays around car parking.  If you are able to walk from school to Church then please leave the road for those who need to be closer to church. Thank you.
At St Thomas’ Church please park responsibly and please use the church car park if you can.  
Please do not double park on Church Lane as it stops farm vehicles getting through.
[image: Visual Identity 2025 – Inclusive Church]
Both PCCs have signed up to the Inclusive Church Network
We know there are many barriers to enabling people to come to church as well as feel part of it, 
from heating to sound systems, from all-age worship to the issues of steps and pews... 
we have much to learn and do to help both churches reflect that we are all chosen, holy and beloved.
You will start to see the above logo being used around our churches as well as the logo for the LGBTQ+ community.  
If you have any questions, please talk to Susan.
Monthly newsletter for St Thomas’ Lydiate and Downholland and St Cuthbert's Halsall
Parish Administrator David Coffey.  Office hours usually  Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
Tel: 0151-526-2292 	email: admin@st-thomas-lydiate.co.uk
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