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July update
As I write we are in the third heat wave this spring and summer, with record temperatures in both May and June.  It’s clear that the climate crisis is no longer a warning about the future. It’s here now and already having an impact on our daily lives in the UK.
It seems the only way to hold back the rise in global temperatures is for all countries throughout the world to phase out the burning of fossil fuels as quickly as posible. With that in mind we should think and pray ahead for the 31st UN Climate Change Conference (or COP31) which will be held in Turkey this November. Action to slow climate change is now urgent. 
In the news 
· More than 2,700 people may have died from heat-related causes in England and Wales during the exceptionally hot weather in May and June, experts' estimates suggest. Most deaths will have occurred in the June heatwave - the warmest June on record in England. (BBC news) 
· But in better news…..the world's coastal mangrove forests, which protect millions of people from storms - and soak up vast amounts of planet-warming gases - are staging an unexpected comeback, scientists find. The researchers say the key factor is the remarkable capacity of these forests to regenerate naturally once humans stop chopping them down. (BBC news)
Prayer points
· Pray for COP31. We should pray that over 190 countries there can agree on  practical and measureable targets for phasing out burning of fossil fuels.  Also that coal, oil and gas producing countries do not succeed in continuing to hold back progress.
· Pray for those suffering from the effects of exteme heat, whether in the UK or other parts of the  world.
· Continue to pray that richer countries will honour their commitments made at preious COP climate conferences to increase payments to developing countries to help them to adapt to the effects of global warming.  
Lifestyle tips
· Go Fairtrade! Buy products that are Fairtrade to protect the wellbeing of producers. 
· Go wild!  Leave a section of your garden to be wild. Possibly scatter some wild flower seeds. Either way you’ll see wild flowers develop and encourage insect life including bees. 
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