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This week’s services : 8th Sunday after Trinity

9.30am - Morning Service - St Mary the Virgin, Elham
9.30am - Service of the Word - St Martin, Acrise
9.30am - Eucharist - All Saints, Stanford
10am - Family Praise - St Mary & St Ethelburga, Lyminge
11.15am - Eucharist - St Martin, Wootton

Tuesday 28" july — 8.30am - Morning Prayer — Elham

The Collect: Post Communion Prayer:

Lord God, your Son left the riches of Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that
heaven and became poor for our sake: have taken holy things; may the ears which
when we prosper save us from pride, have heard your word be deaf to clamour and
when we are needy save us from dispute; may the tongues which have sung
despair, that we may trust in you alone; | your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen which have seen the tokens of your love

shine with the light of hope; and may the
bodies which have been fed with your body
be refreshed with the fullness of your life;
glory to you for ever. Amen
Old Testament Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I
should give you.’ ¢ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a
little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of
the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered
or counted. ? Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people,
able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 101t
pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 1! God said to him, ‘Because you have
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 21 now do
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has
been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
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someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.’ 33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven
is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it
was leavened.’

44'The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 43 'Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full,
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 4° So
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous 59 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 5!‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 32 And he said
to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’
Please Pray for Rev Carol, Mark, Andy Ashman, Val Pinder, Roger Goody, Jenni Lister, The
Bradley family, Wendy Cook, Sue Leaver, Millie Collins, Jill Fitch, Poppy Allard, Michael
Kirk, Alice Mills, Lilian Bowles & family, Claire Laker.

Please contact the Benefice Administrator Alison Dale 07985025381 or
beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk to add people to the
prayers.

Please pray for the departed, and those for whom an anniversary of death falls at this
time, Mark Joy, Madeleine Hutchings, Sally Russell, Colin Smith, Peter Greenhalgh, Ken
Goldsmith, Edna Chapman & Mick Price.

To arrange for Funerals, Thanksgivings, Blessings, Renewal of Vows and all other services
please contact the Rector - revcarolbates@gmail.com 0777 239 4855
For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Benefice Administrator as above.

Parish Notices:

Weddings

Emily Bone-Knell & Fergus Dougal - Sat. 25t July 2pm - Stanford
Margaret Wright & James Leppard - Sat. 8t" August 1pm - Lyminge

Manon Prost & Alexander Cullen - Sat. 8t" August 1pm - Elham

Baptisms - Alexander & Elizabeth Farrall - Sat. 25t July 4.30pm - Stanford

Acrise Festival — Sat.15t August 10am - 5pm - Acrise Church Green

Benefice Notices:


mailto:beneficeadmin@elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk
mailto:revcarolbates@gmail.com

