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  Thank you to the Colton history society for the image on the front cover   It 
is from Colton Festival 1980. One of the activities at the festival- a ride in the           
balloon. Did anyone have a ride or did it not get off the ground!  

Please also see the advert on page  16. The village hall committee is in need of a 
website administrator to maintain the village hall website. It brings in many bookings 
and promotes the hall. The current administrator is more than happy to support the 
new person during handover and transition and the software platform used is       
GoDaddy which is a user friendly package not HTML code.  

Thanks you and best wishes      

   Fiona 

Gill Croft and family would like to thank everyone for your many kind cards 
and messages of support after Bev passed away. As many said, he will be 
remembered as a kind “gentle” man who was enthusiastic about the     
environment and the village community. This is shown in the development 
of his wood and garden and he was one of the founder members of the 
Colton Wildflower Meadow.  
Gill would always be pleased to see anyone who would like to pop in for a 
coffee.  
 
Gill Croft  
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Friendship Club: May Report 
 

Eighteen members were welcomed to our May meeting, together with 
our guest speaker, Karen Foster, talking about ‘The Dark Side of the 
Theatre’. 
 
Karen explained that ‘The Dark Side of the Theatre’ refers to everything 
you don’t see as a paying customer, e.g. backstage management, 
lighting, sound etc – and it is not plush, like the front of house!  So, what 

is it all about? 
 
The Green Room is a well known term, but what are its origins?  The Green Room is a 
space where performers can wait before, during and after a show when they are not 
required on stage.  There are many theories about how the term ‘Green Room’ came into 
being but, by far the most popular is that when London's Blackfriars Theatre was built in 
1599, it featured a waiting room where the performers gathered before going on stage.  This 
room happened to be painted green, and the name ‘The Green Room’ was born!  Karen has 
an alternative theory for the name – performers often feel sick before going on stage! 
 
Sets & Lighting; The back of a two dimensional set is usually painted plywood or plasterboard 
and in theatres, there are lighting boards, called ‘lanterns’ which can provide ‘effects’ on the 
set.  These lights have adjustable metal flaps (called ‘barn doors’) which are used to shape 
the beam of light, cut off any stray light and keep illumination away from specific areas, such 
as the audience's eyes.  The Daddy of the lights is the spot light, which is approximately 6 foot 
long and extremely heavy! 
 
Sound: All sound effects used to be performed live e.g. using two coconut shells rubbed 
together to make the sound of horses hooves but, with modern equipment, sound effects 
can now be pre-recorded and digitally played back. 
 
Deputy stage managers: Deputy stage managers sit behind the scenes with a book which 
contains the script of the performance and all of the cues needed for the performers, lighting 
crew, scene changes, sound crew etc.  The Deputy  Stage Managers are the anchor of the 
performance. 
 
Acting assistant stage managers perform all sort of tasks from being the ‘wardrobe 
mistress’ to performing running repairs where necessary and assisting with quick changes of 
costumes – sometimes in just 7 seconds!  If buttons are involved in a costume change, they 
are magnetic to make the change quicker. 
 
As Karen was previously the Lichfield Garrick's Chief Executive, she shared with us that the 
annual Pantomime made by far the most amount of money and, without it, the theatre would 
not be viable.  The message is simple, support your local theatres or risk losing them. 
 
The next two meetings are as follows:  
15th July 2026  ‘Celebrating the 70’s’  By Kath Reynolds 
19th August 2026 ‘The Crime of Being Poor’ By Gill Sykes 
 
We look forward to welcoming existing members and any prospective new members. 
 
Karen Hill 
01889 586 379 
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Friendship Club: June Report 

 
Fifteen members attended the June meeting to hear 
our old friend, Damian, play his keyboard and sing for 
us, interspersed with some ‘Dad’ jokes! 
 
Damian started off with a Bee Gees number, 
‘Massachusetts’ followed by the very melodic ‘Piano 

Man’ by Billy Joel.  He then went on to perform classic crowd pleasers, 
Neil Diamonds ‘Sweet Caroline’ (with enthusiastic audience 
participation!) and ‘Mama Mia’ by ABBA. 
 
Damien followed these songs by performing ‘Streets of London’ by 
Ralph McTell in honour of Judy’s memory - he had remembered that 
Judy had liked that song. 
 
We were entertained with several other songs before the closing 
number, (Is This the Way to) Amarillo, written by Neil Sedaka and 
Howard Greenfield and made popular by Tony Christie, who now 
resides in Lichfield. 
 
The next two meetings are as follows:  
19th August 2026 ‘The Crime of Being Poor’ By Gill Sykes 
16th September 2026 Meal out to Marsh farm 
 
For any members wishing to go to our lunch at Marsh Farm, menu’s 
will need to be completed and payment (£18.50) made in advance.   
 
We look forward to welcoming existing members and any prospective 
new members. 
 
Karen Hill 
01889 586 379 
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