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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Welcome to the Benefice of St James, High Wych, St Mary’s, Gilston with
St Botolph’s, Eastwick

SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2026               
5TH  SUNDAY OF TRINITY
Today’s Services:
8.00am BCP Holy Communion, St James, High Wych.  Judith Denton will be preaching.
9.30 for breakfast then 10.00am Family Service, St James, High Wych
Harlow Singers, St James, High Wych – concert at 3.00 pm.
Please stay after the services and join us for refreshments.

TODAY’S READING
First Reading:	   Genesis 24. 34-38, 42-49 – pg 22/22 - OT
New Testament:  Romans 7. 15-25a – pg 167/168 
Gospel:                Matthew 11. 16-19, 25-30 - NT
NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS (12th July)
[bookmark: _Hlk215564057][bookmark: _Hlk212539881]First Reading:		Genesis 25. 19-end
New Testament:	Romans 8.1-11
Gospel: 	Matthew 13. 1-9, 18-23

We will no longer be streaming the Family Service on the first Sunday of the month at St James nor will we live stream Messy Church or the Family Service at St Botolph’s.

MID WEEK SERVICES
Online Prayer meeting for the whole Benefice on Tuesday mornings at 9.30am, please join us, a prayer church is a growing church.  If you would like the Zoom link please e-mail 
Rev. Alison or Gemma Martin.  Thank you.
PRAYER FOR GROWTH
God of mission send your Holy Spirit to give vision in our planning, wisdom in our actions and power in our witness.  Help our churches grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you and service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Remembering in our prayers:
Claire, Stephen, Ivan, Kathy, Pat, Harold and Deidre, Rob and Chris.
Claire, Doreen, Malcolm, Wendy, Daphne, John & Kim, Millie, Jean, Mavis, Dan, Thomas and Jeanette.
Recently Departed:

Anniversaries of Death:
Allan Smith, Eileen Gallimore, Stuart Hammond.
[bookmark: _Hlk218589279](Please contact: christine.law2@btinternet.com) if you have a name you would like to be added.

For prayer this week
· Alison Jackson our Priest in Charge and all of our ministry team, Judith our Reader, our Mission Enabler Rosemary Davis and along with all of our PCC members.
· Our new Bishop of St Albans, Rev Andrew Rumsey  as he and his family settle into St Albans.
· Our Compassion child – Elodia. She lives in Burkino Faso.
· Please pray for all war-torn countries -  the Middle East with USA, Yemen, Sudan and Ukraine/Russia for buildings and shelter, for food and clothing for diplomacy and peace. Raise people up who are good at working through reconciliation.
· Please pray for persecuted Christians in Nigeria..
Please pray for all countries affected by natural disasters and the aftermath, we think particularly of the Philippians at this time as they recover from the recent earthquake, and also Venezuela in the aftermath of their recent earthquake..
· Please pray for all those helping with disaster relief.
Please pray for wisdom and integrity for our own government, with a change of leadership.



             GENERAL INFORMATION

PARISH MAGAZINES
A big thank you to all who deliver our parish magazines
If you would like to have an article printed in either of our Parish Magazine’s please contact:-
‘The Link’ for High Wych. Editor: Ali Geller - 01279 723677 or e-mail at: ali@alexgeller.com 
	For
Eastwick & Gilston Parish Magazine 
Editor: Christine Law –  01279 411646  christine.law2@btinternet.com
Copy deadlines for both magazines are the 14th of the month

BENEFICE CONTACTS:
Priest in Charge: Revd Alison Jackson 
01279 790145 or 07833 667707 
revajacksonhwge@outlook.com
Reader:           Judith Denton 01279 723714
Lay Leaders of Worship:  	
          Janet Bellingham 07882743627 
                         Rosemary Davis 01279 419763
Church Wardens:
High Wych:   Sam Clark 07717542524 
samrobertclark@gmail.com
          Janet Bellingham 01279 724247
Gilston with Eastwick:	
          Michael Shaw 01279 726792
Robyn Richards    robynrichards123@hotmail.com
Safeguarding Officer for the Benefice
	           Cath Sharples 01279 600996
Mission Enabler:  
            Rosemary Davis 01279 419763
              High Wych PCC Secretary: 
Gemma Martin
stjameshighwychpcc@gmail.com
 Gilston with Eastwick PCC Secretary:  
 Christine Law 	01279 411646 
           	 christine.law2@btinternet.com


FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Coming up in July
5th July 2026
Today the Harlow Singers will be performing once again in St James, High Wych on Sunday 5th July at 3.00 pm.
Thursday 9th July 2026
Corinthians (Men’s Group) are planning to meet at 7.00 pm in the Rising Sun.  For more info call Paul Jackson on 0776 237 9447
Friday 17th July
Snooker Evening
Join us for a fun evening of snooker, food and friendly chat at Nick and Armine’s Barn – Gangies Farm, High Wych CM210LD – sign up sheet at back of church. £10.00 per ticket – this is a fundraisers event.
26th July 2026
St James, High Wych
Community dog walk from St James, High Wych at 2.30 pm (weather permitting – we will not walk if it is too hot for the dogs)  There will be refreshments in the church from 3.30 pm.  Please walk with us if you don’t have a dog – all are welcome.  Or join us for tea at 3.30 pm.

Choir at the Jacob Centre – Rivers Service
Help required.  Rosemary Davis and her team would really appreciate people who will volunteer to be part of the choir when she takes the service at the Jacobs Centre at the Rivers once a month, on the last Friday of the month at 2.30 pm. The service lasts about 30 mins. Please ring Rosemary for more information.
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As a Benefice we are dedicated to ‘being with’ our communities to bring faith, hope and love, showing that God’s places belong to all.
CORE VALUES OF OUR BENEFICE

· Openness: Connecting with those we haven’t reached before.
· Commitment: Nurturing of all ages in diverse and appropriate ways, calling on our imagination and courage.
· Kindness: Embracing everyone on their journey of life and faith, no matter where they are.
· Fun: Creating opportunities for people to come together in our community, connect and enjoy themselves with generosity and joy as our foundation.
Safeguarding
As a church we are committed to promoting a safer culture, a welcoming environment, and the welfare of everyone who attends our church is an integral part of our ministry.
Proverbs 31:8 - "Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, and for the rights of all who are vulnerable". 
For more information on any of these activities please contact Rev Alison Jackson
on 01279 790145 or 07833 667707
WEDNESDAY WELCOME	[image: A piece of cake with a cherry on top
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On the first Wednesday of every month
Over 55’s Welcome for tea, coffee and cake.  With a variety of optional activites
2-32 Mabeys Walk, High Wych CM21 0HN
Next Session – 5th August 2026
We will be having ice creams as part of our Summer in the Sun
++++++++++++

MESSY CHURCH[image: Ashbourne Methodist | Messy Church]

This is a free, all-age, friendly event focused on having fun and creating time for us to come together and hear the stories of Jesus, plus other bible stories, and growing as a community.
We will do crafting, singing, listen to a story then eat some yummy food together, what could be better.  For this session we will be outdoors (weather permitting) to have a ‘Messy Adventure’ please come in older clothes
Next session 19th July 
++++++++++++++++++

JIMMY’S BABY & TODDLER GROUP
Every Thursday Morning
9.30 am – 11.30 am
High Wych Memorial Hall
(term time only – last session will be 16th July)
Healthy snacks will be provided


+++++++++++++++++++++
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