Message to Marton Friends for Sunday 12th July 2026 

Dear Marton Friends

Please find attached this week's update from Rev Steve. Let's keep him and Sue in our daily prayers as they approach this huge change in their lives, confident that God has new plans for them, and asking that these will emerge very clearly in the days and weeks ahead...

There is no service in Marton this weekend, but our Celtic Evening Worship on Sunday 20th July at 6pm will be Steve's last service with us. I'm sure it will be a very special service for us all.

Steve's very last service will be at Farlington Church at 10.30 on Sunday 28th July. Do let me know asap if you would like to attend so I can pass numbers on to ensure there are enough seats and refreshments!
 
Please also pray for Henrietta and Joe, who will be getting married in St Mary's next Saturday. They very kindly came and did some heavy-duty dusting and vacuuming this week - we needed extensions on the extending dusters and still couldn't quite reach the very highest cobwebs - but they did a fabulous job and the church looked clean and well-polished by the end.

Midday Prayers continue on Tuesdays at 11am - either in the church or around our lovely picnic table. Don't forget we also have a Prayer Net to respond to any requests for prayerful support - just send me an email or leave a message on my phone and I will pass it around as soon as I can. 

Some of you will remember that our 2 ash trees, on the north perimeter of the churchyard, have ash dieback. We are extremely grateful that we've had regular updates from an arborist, and have been advised to crown the larger tree before autumn/winter, as very strong winds could potentially lead to serious damage to the church. Many thanks to all those involved in this project - including the farmer who will allow access through his cow field so this work can be completed, probably before the end of July. 

We then look forward to scything and raking, to clear the churchyard in such a way that we can protect our wildlife and promote the growth of even more wildflowers next year. More information - and an invitation to help - to follow in due course! Then, as well as our regular pattern of services each month, (1st Sunday Celtic Communion, 3rd Sunday Celtic Evening Worship), we have a Creationtide Service planned for the end of August, a History Open Morning or Afternoon in September and hopefully a Music Quiz with Clive in October! 

Last week at our Celtic Communion service, Steve prayed the following blessing over us. It was perfect for this very gentle and affirming service, and I asked permission to share it with you all this week. If, like me, you find the heat quite wearying, or if you're carrying a lot right now, or the news is dragging you down, this beautiful prayer reminds us that Jesus invites us to keep bringing our troubles to him - and in exchange he offers us peace and release and rest. 

Matthew 11:28
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  
May the road rise up to meet you,
and Christ himself walk softly beside you.
May he take from your shoulders
the heavy yokes of this world,
and lift every burden that weighs down your soul.

May the peace of the high mountains encircle you,
the gentle rain refresh your spirit,
and the deep rest of God restore your heart.

And the blessing of the Sacred Three - 
      the Father who creates you,
      the Son who carries you,
      and the Holy Spirit who gives you rest -
be with you,
this day
and forever more.
Amen.

Every blessing
Caroline
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