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A Few words from Revd. Lisa Mitchell

As | sit down to write this, | find myself
wondering where the last few months have P /
gone. They have been full, sometimes busy,
occasionally challenging, but above all, they
have been full of God'’s faithfulness.

One of the things | love most about parish
ministry is that no two weeks are ever the
same. One day I'm celebrating new life
through baptism, another I'm walking
alongside a family saying goodbye to
someone they love. There are school
assemblies filled with laughter, quiet moments
of prayer, Sunday worship, cups of tea, community events, and
countless conversations that often become holy moments when
we least expect them.

Looking back over this term, | can’t help but give thanks. Our
Summer Fayre was a wonderful example of our church family
and wider community coming together. Seeing so many people
enjoying themselves reminded me that church is so much more
than what happens inside our building on a Sunday morning.
Every smile, every conversation, every act of generosity reflects
something of God’s love reaching out into our community.

I've also been so encouraged by the care shown for our
churchyard. Thank you to everyone who has given their time to
help maintain such a special place. As we begin to leave some
areas a little wilder to encourage flowers, bees and butterflies,
I’m reminded that the very first task God gave humanity was to
care for creation. Looking after this beautiful space is another
way of worshipping the Creator and offering a place of peace for
all who visit.



This has also been a season of change. We have said thank you
to Sharon and Jane for their faithful years of service as
Churchwardens and welcomed Suzie into her new role. Change
can sometimes make us feel uncertain, but throughout the Bible
we see that God often does some of his best work when we are
willing to step into something new. As I've prayed over these past
few months, | keep returning to the words from Isaiah: “See, | am
doing a new thing!” | believe God is gently leading us into a new
season.

That new season isn’t about changing for the sake of it. It's about
asking where God is already at work and having the courage to
join him there.

Jesus rarely waited for people to come to him. He met them
where they were, on the shoreline, around a meal, walking along
the road, or sitting under a tree. | wonder if he’s calling us to do
the same. To be a church that listens well, welcomes generously
and creates places where people can simply belong.

That’s why I'm excited about some of the things we are beginning
to plan for the autumn. Alongside our regular worship, we're
preparing to launch Alpha together with Soulspace, offering
people a gentle place to explore faith and ask life’s bigger
questions. We’re also exploring a monthly Saturday morning
men’s breakfast, a relaxed space for friendship, conversation
and mutual support. Neither of these ideas began with a
committee meeting. They began with conversations, prayer and
people sensing that God might already be opening a door.

One of the greatest lessons I've been learning recently is that
ministry isn’t about filling a diary with activities. It's about paying
attention to where God is already moving.



Sometimes we spend so much time asking God to bless our
plans that we forget to ask where he’s inviting us to join his.

As summer begins, many of us will enjoy a change of routine.
Some will be travelling, others will be spending time with
grandchildren, family and friends, and some will simply be
enjoying a slower pace. | hope we all find time to rest. Rest isn’t
something we earn when we’ve worked hard enough, it is a gift
from God. Even Jesus stepped away from the crowds to pray, to
be still and simply be with his Father.

Perhaps this summer we might all take time to notice God a little
more. Notice him in the beauty of creation, in an unexpected
conversation, in an answered prayer, or in the quiet moments
that are so easily overlooked.

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of walking this journey of
faith with you. It is such a joy to serve as your priest, and |
genuinely believe that God has exciting things ahead for St
John’s. We don’t know exactly what the next chapter will look
like, but we do know the One who is writing the story.

So wherever this summer takes you, may you know God’s
peace, his strength and his joy. May you return refreshed, ready
to discover together all that he has in store for us.

With my love and prayers,

Revd Lisa Mitchell



Looking Up........ and Looking Out
Ascension Cluster Service

It was a real joy to host this year's Ascension Day Cluster Service
at St John’s, welcoming friends from across our local churches
to worship together.

Ascension Day reminds us that
although Jesus returned to the
Father, he entrusted his Church with
continuing his mission in the world. As
the disciples looked up, they were
encouraged to look forward—to live
as witnesses to Christ's love and
hope.

We were delighted to welcome The
Venerable Liz Jackson, Archdeacon
of Walsall, as our preacher. Her inspiring message reminded us
that we are stronger when we work together, supporting one
another in sharing the good news of Jesus.

The evening concluded with fellowship over cheese and wine,
celebrating not only our shared faith but our shared calling.

As we look ahead to new opportunities this autumn, including
Alpha, Soulspace and new community initiatives, may we
continue to be a church that looks upwards in worship and
outwards in mission.

“Why do you stand looking up towards heaven?” (Acts 1:11)
May we continue Christ’'s work with faith, hope and joy.



Summer Fayre 2026
A Day of Community, Conversation and Celebration

Our Summer Fayre was blessed with glorious sunshine,
wonderful volunteers and a fantastic community spirit.

It was a joy to see people of all ages enjoying the afternoon
together.

From cakes and books to plants,
crafts, toys, tombola and our ever-
popular BBQ, there was a real
buzz around the church grounds.
Our new ice cream addition proved
especially popular in the summer
heat!

g8 Throughout the afternoon, live
music provided the perfect
. backdrop as friends old and
| new stopped to chat, children
explored the stalls, and visitors
discovered all that St John's
has to offer.




Events like these remind us
that church isn't simply a
place we come to on a
Sunday, it's a place where
community grows.

A huge thank you goes to everyone
who planned, donated, baked, set
up, packed away, entertained,
served refreshments and supported
the day in so many different ways.
Your generosity and commitment
made it a wonderful success.

As St Paul reminds us:

“Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
1 Corinthians 10:31

Thank you for helping St John’s continue to be a place where
faith, friendship and community flourish. We can’t wait to do it all
again next year!



Dates for the Diary

Saturday 22"d August - Quiet Day (9.30am — 2.30pm)
Starting Wednesday 2"d September — Soul Space and Alpha
(4 —5pm)

Fortnightly News Sheet - This gives information on what is
taking place, as it happens, covering Worship through to Fund
Raising. If you would like to receive these they are available in
Church and at the Thursday Place of Worship in the Hall, but
also via email: valeriebenford2@gmail.com.

Weekly activities
Mondays 9.30am — Babies and Toddler Group in the Hall
(term time only)
5pm — Rainbows in the Hall (term time only)
6pm — Brownies in the Hall (term time only)
Tuesdays 10am — Morning Prayer
6.30pm — Guides in the hall (term time only)
7.30pm — Choir Practice
Wednesdays 10am — Morning Prayer
7.30pm — Evening prayer
7.30pm — Music Group in hall
Thursdays 10am — Morning Prayer
10.30am — Places of Welcome in the hall
1.30pm — Toning without moaning in the hall (term time only)
5pm — Rainbows in the hall (term time only)
Fridays 9.30am — Weight Watchers in the hall

Young Church 15t and 3" Sunday 10am service (term time
only)
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St John’s Recap 2026
Sean Taylor Blues Night and Free Opera Concert!

Elena Whiteley

Well, that was a special evening!

Elena LalLa’s recital at St John’s on Friday,
April 24, sans microphone, she didn’t need
one, she is that powerful, was an utter
delight and will live in the memory of those
there to see and hear her for a long time.
Performance pieces ranged from Strauss
to Sondheim, and were delivered with skill
and expressive inner love of the art. Opera
in Walsall Wood may sound like an odd marriage, but talent
should be encouraged everywhere in all its forms; especially
when it creates a special moment in one’s life...Lala is special,
she has a great future in opera ahead.

Sean Taylor

Only one word is needed to sum up the
blues concert by Sean Taylor with Mike
Seal at St John’s Church Friday, May
1...Superb. Those of us present were
treated to a mix of incisive lyrical complexity
and pure lyrical simplicity combined with
wonderful musicianship on acoustic guitar,
double base, harmonica and keyboard. The
church acoustics added to the atmosphere, making the night an
even more special occasion. Sean largely played his own
material but when he did opt for other artists pieces he did so
with his own interpretation; more than paying justice to the
original, and doing so with obvious love and respect.




St John’s Recap 2026
Easter Bonnett Parade St John’s School C of E

From March 24" through to the 26" St Johns C O E primary
school utilised their church to give not only 2 compelling
performances for their families and friends depicting the Easter
story but a further 2 easter bonnet parades from the younger
year groups which helped us all to welcome in springtime and
included a raffle for a very large hamper of Easter eggs




St John’s Recap 2026
Mock Wedding St John’s School C of E

Back in May we welcomed the
Reception children at St John’s School
to take part in their annual Mock
Wedding. Reception Teacher Lisa
Shenton tells us about the day.
“Reception children were so excited to
take part in their wedding service, all of
the children had a special role to play,
bride and groom, bridesmaids, ushers,
photographers, choir members and ring
security. The children dressed in their
best wedding clothes and arrived at
church with their families and guests for the ceremony led by
Rev. Lisa. The church looked
amazing! Suzie had made floral
decorations and it looked just perfect
for a wedding, real or mock. The
children all had a great time, as did
the guests. There were quite a few
happy tears from our wedding guests
and also quite a few giggles which
was great. Afterwards we went
outside for photographs as the bells
rang and the sun shone. The most
perfect day. We are already looking
to next year's mock wedding.

Thank you to everyone involved for making such a wonderful
experience for us as we celebrate special ceremonies as part
of our RE topic. It was perfect!”




Easter Egg Donations for the Women’s Refuge

As mentioned in our last edition of the parish magazine, each
Christmas we put out a plea
for any toy donations that we
can pass on to the women’s
refuge. This Easter, we again
asked for the help of the local
community. A huge thank you
to all those who donated
Easter Eggs for the women’s
refuge, including members of
the congregation and local
funeral directors Jennifer Ashe
and Sons and John Shorts
and Sons. When collected by the refuge representative it was
again emphasised the difference that these small acts of
kindness can make to the women and their children.

Did you know? That we also collect

for Walsall North Food Bank here at Walsall North

St John’s. A donation box is located Foodbank
at the front of Church. Walsall North :
Foodbank operates from Pelsall Togor i T
Methodist Church and opened in
2014 as an initiative by local Churches Together, comprising St
John's Walsall Wood, St Mark's Shelfield, St Michael & All
Angels Pelsall and Pelsall Methodist Church. They are part of
the Trussell Network of foodbanks in the UK and run two
sessions per week on Tuesday 11-1.00pm and Friday 1-
3.00pm. Food is distributed on a referral basis and clients must
have a valid food voucher issued to them to allow them to

collect a food parcel containing 3 days worth of nutritionally
balanced food.



Beautiful Blossom at St John’s Church

You may have noticed back in
May that our beautiful blossom
trees surrounding St John’s
Church came out to bloom. As
you can see from these
stunning photos taken by
Foodilicious café that they
came out in full force.

Generically speaking these
gorgeous floral shows can be
enjoyed from late February right
the way through to early June.
The exact bloom times depend on the season, weather and
temperature.

The process of cherry trees blossoming and bearing fruit can
be seen as a metaphor for spiritual growth and the
importance of “bearing fruit” in our Christian lives (John
15:1-8). This imagery encourages self-reflection and a
commitment to living out our faith in tangible ways.

Nature is a wonderful testament of God and creation. He has
put so much effort into each animal, plant and each flower.
When we stop and look closely enough, we can learn some of
life’s simplest lessons.



Sculpture of Jesus Christ at the British Ironworks Centre,
Oswestry

Looking for a day out? In
February this year the
British Ironworks Centre in
Oswestry revealed their
artwork that is being added
to its Ironworks faith zone.
The intricately detailed
sculpture of Jesus Christ is
crafted entirely from scrap
and recycled metal. The
centre stated that:
"Christian faith centres on
the belief that Jesus is the
son of God, who is
worshipped alongside God
the Father, and the Holy
Spirit, commonly referred to together as The Trinity. We want to
deliver one single memory through our sculpture Faith Zone to
symbolise that there is just one human race, and even though
we may follow various religions, we are all one people and
should care for and look after one another." Clive Knowles,
chairman of the British Ironwork Centre, added: “We've spent
two years preparing and perfecting this sculpture of Jesus
Christ, as we know it will matter tremendously to our
surrounding communities and our visitors."

The Ironworks Centre displays a host of different pieces of artwork to be
enjoyed by all ages, along with a play area and café. Entry prices start
from £5 per person. For more information visit
info@britishironworkcentre.co.uk or call 01691 610952
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Mediterranean Potato Tray Bake Recipe

A simple tray bake mix of Mediterranean veg and potatoes
makes an easy delicious, vibrant dinner — with
minimal washing up!

Prep: 10 mins Cook: 25 mins

Serves 4

Ingredients

800g salad potatoes, thickly sliced
50g pine nuts, chopped

1 teaspoon olive oll

1 courgette

1 red pepper, deseeded and sliced
1 tablespoon red pesto

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 200C (180C fan, gas mark 6).

2. Put the potatoes, chopped vegetables and pine nuts in a
large roasting tin. Drizzle with the oil and toss to coat.
Bake for 20 minutes, or until tender.

3. Add the pesto, if using, and bake for another 5 minutes.
Serve immediately.

The bible emphasizes the importance of eating together as a
way to build community and express love.
Luke 24:30-31

“When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave
thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes
were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared
from their sight.” In this passage, the disciples recognize Jesus
after He breaks bread with them. The simple act of eating
together reveals His identity, showing the power of shared
meals in deepening understanding and connection.



Pause for thought...... ixo)

People who sing their own praises usually do so without
accompaniment. — Anon

A man shows his character by what he laughs at. — Anon

There is no better proof of friendship than to help our friends
with their burdens. — Augustine

Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough;
we must do. — J. Wolfgang

Sharp words make more wounds than surgeons can heal.
— Anon

Half our mistakes in life arise from feeling where we ought to
think, and thinking where we ought to feel. — J Churton Collins

Interest does not tie nations together; it sometimes separates
them. But sympathy and under-standing does unite them.
— Woodrow Wilson

Justice is getting what you deserve, mercy is not getting what
you deserve, and grace is getting what you absolutely don’t
deserve. (Cathleen Falsani)

We take for granted the things that we should be giving
thanks for.

For every minute you are angry with someone, you lose 60
seconds of happiness that you can never get back.



‘ Tea, coffee
and refreshments

available

-

EXPLORE LIFE.
ASK QUESTIONS.
DISCOVER FAITH.
FIND HOPE.

A relaxed space to watch, talk,
reflect and pray together.
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Great songs by
8 Frank Sinatra Sammy Davis Dean Martin  Neil Diamond
Elvis Presley Bobby Darin and many more

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 01543 372284
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Noctring Vitae

Shallowford House is the Retreat and Conference Centre for
the Diocese of Lichfield Shallowford House is a stunning 19th—
century building that was given to the Diocese of Lichfield by
the Webster family in 1938 to be used as a training and retreat
centre. Set in beautiful countryside in the middle of the diocese,
it is accessible as a central meeting venue for many different
purposes. Our aim is to provide an excellent Christian venue for
day or residential conferences, training events, retreats,
meetings or social events. The house and grounds offer you
space to meet with God, and along with our strong focus on
hospitality and warmth of the welcome, we hope you will benefit
greatly from your time spent at Shallowford House.

QUIET MONDAYS Led by Rev Evelyn Bone,
guests are gently guided through a reflective
day of devotion, quiet time and worship in
the peaceful surroundings of Shallowford
house. Participants are invited to spend time
with God in ways that feel natural and life
giving. During the day there is also the
opportunity to meet for one-to-one spiritual dlrectlon Alongside
this, a number of prayerful and contemplative activities are
available to help deepen reflection and encourage
attentiveness to God’s presence. Whether you are seeking
clarity, rest, prayer or simply a moment of spiritual pause, quiet
Mondays provide a welcoming space for reflection and renewal.

QUIET MONDAYS

« QUIET MONDAYS

« 10AM-3.30PM

o £28 PER PERSON

o REFRESHMENTS & 2-COURSE LUNCH INCLUDED

e ,13July, 17 August, 14 September, 12 October, 9 November, 7

December



Wordsearch Clues and Answers - Visit of the
Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

Mary the Virgin Mother of Jesus. Her first visit to Elizabeth, when
both were pregnant, is a moving account of two humble ordinary
women, suddenly caught up in a great event that would shape
world history. Their trusting faith in God and acceptance of his
will, shine through.
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Mary Family Unique Cross

Virgin Jerusalem Place History

Mother Wedding Centuries Dying

Elizabeth Cana Church Great

Pregnant Wine Blessed

Ordinary Beloved Event

World Disciples Keeping
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From The Registers

Funerals

Terence James Hadley
Lynne Page

Dorothy Charlton
Margaret Rose Owens
Doreen Ann Hill

Keith Sears

Burial of Ashes

Derek James Matthews

Maureen Hough

Angela Christine Cross

Sandra Parr

Karin Plimmer

Irene Lavinia Ayres

Lily Smith

May they rest in peace and rise to eternal life in God’s
presence.

Baptisms

Milo Moon Tyler Minchew
Maeve Joni Beardsmore
Luca Geoffrey Humphries
Mabel Meadow Wilson
Noah O’Grady

Shannon Widdowson
Stacey Dennis-Turkoglu
Louie Stephen Craig Garner



Resources Page

PASTORAL CARE AT ST JOHN’S Q)

If you need support, or know someone who

does, have a confidential word with

Rev.Lisa, Rev John, Angela, Doreen, Suzie,

Colin, Jane or Sharon. St John's

the Heart of the Wood

HOPE CMA DEBT CENTRE - They are there to help with debt,
household budgeting and general money advice queries.
Contact Jacqueline for friendly
confidential help and advice on
079499 37561 or email:
Jacqueline@hopedebtcentre.co.uk

Cca

Freedom from debt

Hope for the future
WALSALL CONNECTED
Are you struggling to access C X ]
Walsall Council services online?
Walsall Connected can help you w
to apply for a blue badge, build
digitF:I) :kills such as usging Walsall
Connected

emails, access Council services
online. Find your local Walsall

Connected Centre. Call 01922 650000 or
www.walsall.gov.uk/walsallconnected
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g% Do you need a hairdresser? \J
Look no further — Sarah is ready for you!

Sarah is a qualified hairdresser with over 30 years’ experience
and can offer:

*Haircut * Blow-dry *Shampoo and sets *colours

*foils and *perms

Please call Sarah on:
07493 980 949 or
01543 320491

@

FHITRRI: OUR
FIATLL

Did you know you can hire our community hall? Hire includes
use of the car park, private garden area and full industry

standard kitchen with instant hot water. For more information
contact: Katie Dennant at the Church office on 01543 372284

or email stjohnschurchwalsallwood@btinternet.com
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JENNIFER ASHE & SON

FUNERAL DIREE TORS

Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors

Caring for you andyour loved ones through the generations

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages Burial Packages
Direct Cremation Package £1,350 Direct Burial Package
Simple Cremation Package £2,649 Simple Burial Package
Complete Cremation Package £3,249 Traditional Burial Package
Premium Cremation Package £3,999 Premium Burial Package
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package  £4,199 Horse-Drawn Burial Package
Our Branches

Willenhall Branch - Head Office 01902 937572

£995

£1,495
£1,995
£2,795
£2995

Brownbhills Branch 01543 378022 Hednesford Branch 01543406315
Walsall Branch 01922 438503 Lichfield Branch 01543221248

When tradition brings comfort



John Short & Son

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Amid the confusion of bereavement we
provide calmness, order and a sense of
dignity - so that life, as it must, can go on with
hope for the future - as well as

respect for the past

At fimes of bereavement we have served the local communities in and
around this area since 1866. We personally know many of the families we han

assisted. Whatewver the time of day or night, we have given them the sympatt
, advice and help they have needed. Only an independent family firm, we
helieve, with its roots in the community, can offer this service with

understanding and commitment. A
* Award Winning Agents *
e

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Consideration for others is the most common reason for taking out a funeral
plan and peace of mind is the most common benefit. With a Golden Charter
funeral plan, you choose the funeral you want and pay for it at today's prices.
Yisit our premises to find out how planning your funeral brings peace of mind.

Our own fleet of Mercedes and Daimler hearses and limousines

John Short & Son

3 High Street, Chasetown, Burntwood, Staffs, WS7 3XE

Telephone 01543 686204 Fax 01543 673874
@ Golden Charter J4g w

3 -
I‘“l"‘ﬂdﬁl

Double Golden Charter Funeral Planner of the Year
Regional Winners 2008 and 2010
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JOIN OUR

at 10 a.m. on the
SECOND SUNDAY
of the month

-~
N

Next magazine deadline:

If you wish to submit an article for the Autumn Edition
please ensure you do so by Monday 15t October and hand
it into Katie Dennant, Colin Roberts or Val Benford.

Thank you




Enquiries

The Parish Office

Telephone 01543 372284

Parish Administrator: Katie Dennant

Opening Hours:
St John’s Church
Monday 9.30am — 12.30pm the Heart of the Wood

Wednesday 9.30am — 12.30pm

Friday 9.30am — 12.30pm (Fridays are reserved for administration)

For enquiries regarding Baptism, Marriage, the Churchyard, and the
Community Hall; also for service times. Special services, and general
enquiries relating to the parish.

Otherwise please ring

The Reverend Lisa Mitchell on 01543 360558

Community Hall

This is available for hire most weekdays, Friday evenings and Saturdays.
Contact the Church Office for availability on 01543 372284.

Social Events

Check our web site for details of the above events and any future ones.
Who’s Who at St John’s

Incumbent / Minister in Charge

Rev Lisa Mitchell

St John’s Ministry Team:

Rev John Pretty — Retired Priest

Miss Doreen Sears — Reader

Miss Sharon Hodgetts — Authorised Lay Minister

Churchwardens
Mrs Suzie Thomas suziem 140@outlook.com 07729553674

PCC Lay Chair Mr Robert Grainger
grainger.bob@blueyonder.co.uk

PCC Secretary Mrs Valerie Benford
valeriebenford2@gmail.com

St John’s CE Primary School
Brook Lane, Walsall Wood, WS9 9NA — 01543 452197
Head Teacher Mr Andrew Mills
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%Worship

the Heart of the Wood at St JOhn,S
Sunday

9.00 a.m. Said Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Morning Service as below:

1st, 3" and 4" Sunday: Sung Holy Communion
2" Sunday: All Age Service
5t Sunday: Morning Worship

Sunday Evening
2" Sunday: Evensong at 6.30 p.m.

Midweek Worship

10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer (Tuesday to
Thursday)

The Parish Church of St. John

High Street, Walsall Wood, Walsall, WS9 9LP
Tel: 01543 372284. email:
stjohnswalsallwood@btinternet.com

Minister in Charge: Rev. Lisa Mitchell:
revlisamitchell@gmail.com

Charity No. 1138950

Evenyone s assuned of a very warm welcome



