
“If you want to go fast go alone;
If you want to go far go together”

(African proverb)

Week Commencing 2  August 2026nd

Deanery Office Address:
The Rectory
Peppin Lane
Fotherby
South
LNII OWW

01507 610247
Louthesk@lincoln.anglican.org

Office Opening Hours at the Rectory: 9am -4.30pm
Wednesday/Thursday Subject to change

Denise Works from home Mon, Tues and Fri.



Cancelled 

Cancelled 



Sts Anne and Joachim 

Thirty-two years ago, soon after the Vote for the Ordination of Women had been passed, I
shyly approached my parish priest to ask if he might help me discern whether I had a
calling to the priesthood. His immediate comment, which I have to confess I found
disappointing at the time, was to look somewhat sternly at me over his half-rimmed
glasses and ask, “And what about your vocation as wife and mother?” This was not an
entirely unreasonable response, given that I had, weeks earlier, given birth to my fifth
child and was also busily occupied with teaching and lecturing. As we love to quote to one
another, God works in mysterious ways and no-one could have predicted that, within six
years, I would be parenting solo- for the foreseeable future! 
At the time, we were rightly delighted that women had been given the ‘green light’ and
many women who, like myself, had been hovering around the Church for years felt seen
and recognised for being ourselves- in the watchword of the time- ‘fearfully and
wonderfully made in the image of God’. I continue to believe that the ordained ministry of
women has transformed Church life over the past 30 years and will continue to do so. 
But this week’s saints are known to us only as Jesus’ grandparents- the oldest Christian
saints in the Book and, as we begin our annual school summer holidays, I am aware of a
number of parents and grandparents in our churches who, while in earlier years, were
actively employed in many other capacities, are now rolling up their sleeves,
metaphorically and literally, as they launch into a raft of child-centred activities over the
coming weeks. Many families, especially where both parents are working outside the
home, increasingly rely on the support of grandparents, which, while lovingly given,
always comes at a cost. 
I often wonder about Jesus’ relationship with his grandparents, about whom we know
next to nothing except that their names were Anne and Joachim and they had a daughter
named Mary, All parents will have experienced the anonymity which comes when your
child starts school and you become, to teachers and other parents, ‘so-and-so’s Mum/Dad’
but it is reinforced by the time you find yourself taking your grandchild to playgroup or
school. Women, especially those who don’t work outside the home, find themselves, even
now in 2026, almost invisible in society. In our rural communities, where more people
know their neighbours, this seems to be less pronounced, but I’m aware of many parts of
our country where it is still very much the case. 
The Church has always maintained that we are brothers and sisters in Christ- children
together of our Heavenly Father. Next time we find ourselves assuming that the women in
our churches will take the lead on making the tea or cakes or doing the child-care or
washing up, let’s remind ourselves that in the Church, this is not the agreed way forward.
May God bless us all as we recognise one another as all ‘fearfully and wonderfully made in
the image of God’. 
Mother Karen 



Louthesk Deanery Intercessions
Sunday August 2nd – Saturday August 8th 2026

TRINITY 9
A reflection to help us into praying for our conflicted world at this time. These words are adapted
from a prayer by the Revd Richard Rohr of the Centre for Action and Contemplation.

How can we not feel shock or rage at what is happening
to the people of Ukraine, Iran, Palestine and the wider Middle East,

as we watch their suffering unfold in real time
from an unfair distance?

Who of us does not feel inept or powerless
before such manifest evil? In this, at least, we are united.

Our partisan divisions now appear small and trivial.
 

Remember what we teach: both evil and goodness are,
first of all, social phenomena.

The body of Christ is crucified and resurrected
at the same time. May we stand faithfully

inside both these mysteries in contemplation.
 

In loving solidarity, we each bear what is ours to carry,
the unjust weight of crucifixion,

in expectant hope for God's transformation.
May we be led to do what we can on any level

to create resurrection!
 

Praying for each other in the Spirit of Unity, Forgiveness and Love
THE BINBROOK GROUP (Continued) 
 

Day 2 
LUDFORD MAGNA, St Marys 
Alastair Guthrie [cw] Diane Smith [cw] Pauline Brocklebank [tr] Caroline Feit [sec] 
SWINHOPE, St Helen 
Richard Steel [cw. tr. sec] 
 

Day 3 
THORGANBY, All Saints 
Patrick Salmon [cw sec] Emma Milligan-Manby [cw. tr] 
WOLD NEWTON, All Saints 
Jane Lidster [cw] Nicholas Ollard [cw] David Buckle [tr] Rachel Pickering [sec] 



THE FOTHERBY AND NORTH THORESBY GROUP 
 
Day 4 
COVENHAM, St Marys 
Anne McCready [cw sec] Gillian German [cw] Jenny Ballantyne [tr] 
FOTHERBY, St Marys 
Judith Hunter [cw & tr] Barbara Chester [cw sec] Amir Samaan [grp tr] 
 
Day 5 
FULSTOW, St Lawrence 
Stephen Woodcock [cw] Lesley Thornes [cw] 
GRAINSBY, St Nicholas 
Hannah Haigh [cw] Natasha Smart [cw] Barry Hannington [sec tr] 
 
Day 6 
LITTLE GRIMSBY, St Ediths 
Judith Hunter [cw] Barbara Chester [cw sec] David Bunker [tr]
LUDBOROUGH, St Marys 
Janet Dixon [cw] Clare Tye [cw] Gill Kettle [tr] Gillian Appleton [sec] 
 
Day 7 
NORTH THORESBY, St Helen 
Joe Gibson [cw] Des Green [cw] Michael Nicholas [tr] 
UTTERBY, ST Andrew’s 
Tina Bryan [cw] Penny Would [cw sec] Chris Marfleet [tr] 
 
THE LEGBOURNE AND WOLDMARSH GROUP 
 
Day 8 
BELLEAU W CLAYTHORPE, St John the Baptist 
Diana Stovin [cw] Michael Lamb [cw tr] 
LEGBOURNE, All Saints 
Hilary King [cw tr sec] Lillian Boot [cw] Patricia Broadley (Sec) 



So often, small organisations like this operate solely on the income they
generate from the items they make. From that modest revenue they must
cover rent, materials, equipment, and tools.
 In a world where millions are spent on questionable ventures, we must
ensure that organisations like this are not forgotten. They enrich lives,
strengthen communities, and deserve recognition and support.
 I did not feel it appropriate, in those circumstances, to ask whether they
were Christians or even believers. In truth, it did not matter. What they show
one another through their mutual support — whether talking through a
problem or working together on a creative solution — reflects a way of living
that follows the very footprints Christ left along the shoreline. In their
kindness, cooperation, and care for one another, they embody something
profoundly good. And surely, that is enough.

Today we visited the Louth Men’s Shed,
just off Thames Street in Louth .We had
gone simply to make a general enquiry,
but were kindly given a full tour. It was
genuinely fascinating — a wonderful
set‑up run by an equally wonderful
group of people.
 The men and women there are a
registered charity, providing a place
where individuals can be creative, try
new hobbies, rediscover old ones, use
their skills, and share their learning.
They support one another, helping
people stay active and remain part of a
community.

You can contact us on telephone number 01507 607197
email- louthmensshed@gmail.com



Hymn Books 
Do you have any spare hymn books that
another church in the Louthesk Deanery
could use? See below: 

Please get in touch if you can help.
denise.bell@lincoln.anglican.org



David Margarson 
davidjames.margarson@gmail.com

07511 011975



 DIARY 

DATES

Great Carlton 





Please note Saltfleetby Church
will be closed for around 3

weeks for essential repairs to
be carried out. 
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