
“If you want to go fast go alone;

If you want to go far go together”
(African proverb)

Week Commencing 5  July 2026th

Deanery Office Address:
The Rectory
Peppin Lane
Fotherby
Louth
LN11 OUW

Louthesk@lincoln.anglican.org

01507 610247

Office Opening Hours at the Rectory: 9am -4.30pm
Wednesday/Thursday Subject to change

Denise Works from home Mon, Tues and Fri.





St Thomas 

St Thomas, whose Feast Day falls on 3rd July, is a special
favourite of all who have doubts and seem to end up with
more questions than answers! It’s always encouraging to find
that Jesus’ closest friends struggled to understand what He
was saying and doing- and they actually had Him there with
them! It’s very important that we, 2,000 years later, have a
means of ‘listening in’ on these conversations, through
reading the Gospels. Thomas features particularly in the
Gospel of John, which suggests that John may have had a
close bond with Thomas and could see the significance of
how Thomas’ questioning opened the way for both him and
others- including us, all these centuries later, to grow in
faith.

It’s important to recognise that the opposite of faith is not
doubt- it’s certainty. We don’t need faith if we have evidence
in front of our eyes! Everyone’s faith should include some
element of humble hesitancy; none of us, here on earth, can
ever fully understand the things of God.

It’s not difficult to identify with Thomas’ exasperation and
objection “We don’t know where you’re going, so how can we
know the Way?” to Jesus saying, on the road to His
crucifixion, “ you know the way that I am going” (John 14:5) 

 Truly, Jesus understood his friends’ struggles-as he does
ours- and we know this especially through the honest
doubts and questions of St Thomas. Let’s never be afraid to
share our own doubts and questions with Our loving Lord! 

Mother Karen 



Louthesk Deanery Intercessions
Sunday 5th - 11th July 2026

TRINITY 5

As we are all called to be active parts of a servant church in the midst of a
muddled, messy and often suffering world, todays alternative collect prayer
may be useful as together we pray our way through the week.

Almighty God,
send down upon your Church

the riches of your Spirit,
and kindle in all who minister the gospel

your countless gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 

Praying for each other in the Spirit of Unity, Forgiveness and Love

THE FOTHERBY AND NORTH THORESBY GROUP [Continued] 
 
Day 5 
FULSTOW, St Lawrence 
Stephen Woodcock [cw] Lesley Thornes [cw] 
GRAINSBY, St Nicholas 
Hannah Haigh [cw]  Barry Hannington [sec tr] 
 
Day 6 
LITTLE GRIMSBY, St Ediths 
Judith Hunter [cw] Barbara Chester [cw sec] David Bunker [tr]
LUDBOROUGH, St Marys 
Janet Dixon [cw]  Gill Kettle [tr] Gillian Appleton [sec] 
 
Day 7 
NORTH THORESBY, St Helen 
Joe Gibson [cw] Des Green [cw] Michael Nicholas [tr] 
UTTERBY, ST Andrew’s 
Tina Bryan [cw] Penny Would [cw sec] Chris Marfleet [tr]  



THE LEGBOURNE AND WOLDMARSH GROUP 

Day 8 
BELLEAU W CLAYTHORPE, St John the Baptist 
Diana Stovin [cw] Michael Lamb [cw tr] 
LEGBOURNE, All Saints 
Hilary King [cw tr sec] Lillian Boot [cw] Patricia Broadley (Sec) 
 

Day 9 
RAITHBY, St Peter 
Jane Pocklington [cw] Mark Pocklington [tr] 
SOUTH THORESBY, St Andrew 
Rebecca Morgan-Chan [cw tr sec] Penny Shaw[cw] 
 

Day 10 
STRUBBY WOLD MARSH, St Oswald 
Margaret Farrow [tr] 
SWABY WOLD MARSH, St Nicholas 
Rebecca Morgan-Chan (cw sec) Penelope Shaw (cw) 
 

Day 11 
TATHWELL, St Vedast 
Russell Howard [cw tr] 
WITHCALL, St Martin 
David Martin [cw sec] Nicola Smith [tr] 

Please send any corrections or changes to these
intercessions to Canon Alan Hayday

windhover22@live.co.uk



Update from Louth Churches for Refugees - We’re very pleased to let you know
we have finalised a sponsorship agreement for another resettled refugee family
and we are looking forward to their arrival in Louth over the coming few weeks.
This is another milestone in the mission of Louth Churches for Refugees –
responding locally and practically in the light of continued world instability and
huge global migration challenges. We had an excellent response to our recent
appeal for donations of furniture and furnishings, including practical help with
collecting/moving/delivery – thank you for all your support as we prepare a
warm welcome. Find out more on our website:
https://louthchurchesforrefugees.org/about-us/latest-news/



David Margarson 
davidjames.margarson@gmail.com

07511 011975



 DIARY 

DATES

GreatCarlton GreatCarlton 



The 2026 Lincolnshire Wolds & Coast Churches Festival
takes place in 5th & 6th and 12th & 13th September. 

A consultation event

at St James’s Church 

Louth at 7.00pm on

July 6th.

The Church of England Demonstrator

Churches funding has enabled us to carry

out investigative work on the fabric of the

building and proposals have been

developed by our Architect to improve

heating and catering facilities. This your

opportunity to help shape the future

development of St James’s and contribute

to the bid writing and fundraising

activities.

Please put the date in your diary and

come and join the discussions. Kind

regards Jane Fletcher





Please refer to the information

provided below and in the

attachment regarding the swearing-

in of Church Wardens. Additionally, I

have included a link below that

outlines the requirements for

Safeguarding training and DBS

checks, which you may find useful.

https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org

https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/parish-support/safeguarding/safer/safer-recruitment/

https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/your-role/churchwardens/
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