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Family Communion and Baptism
Revd Tony Edmonds

A very warm welcome to our
Family Communion Service this morning in St Nicholas Church, Studland

Today we are delighted to welcome James Hewitson who will be baptised today -   and his family and friends, too, of course.

This is a Family Communion Service, and we hope that there will be lots of families with young children in our congregation today. If you are a parent, or a grandparent, please do not worry if children are noisy or want to run around during the service: we are just delighted to have them in Church with us. There are toys in the two green boxes at the back of the Church - and everyone is welcome to use them.
We are always most appreciative of donations to help maintain both the Church here is Studland, and its ministry. If you would like to make a gift, we have a traditional plate for cash donations with Gift Aid envelopes available, as well as a contactless card payment station at the exit to the Church. If you would like to make a donation directly from your bank account or set up a regular donation by Standing Order, the Church’s bank account is ‘PCC of Studland, sort code 55-61-19, account number 69056935’. If you have any queries or questions, please contact the Treasurer, Eric Stobart at eric@thestobarts.co.uk.’
After the service, we serve coffee, tea and other refreshments in the Church Hall. Please join us - and get to know us all a little better. For regular updates on Church activities, check www.achurchnearyou.com You can also follow us on Facebook. (St Nicholas Church Studland) – do give us a like or two!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For additional information about St Nicholas Church and its services, please contact:
Associate Minister: Revd Dr Tony Edmonds 01929 450097 revtonyedmonds@outlook.com 
Wardens: Keith Tillyard 07720 734055 ktillyard@btinternet.com                                Eric Stobart 01929 450222 eric@thestobarts.co.uk

SWANAGE & STUDLAND TEAM MINISTRY
St. Mary’s – St. Mark’s – All Saints’ – St. Nicholas
5th July Trinity 5


Reading for this Sunday:  Song of Solomon 2:8-13

Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:16–19 and 25-end

16 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one another, 17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’
[bookmark: _GoBack]25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’



Post Communion Prayer
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,
that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered
   by your governance,
that your Church may joyfully serve you
   in all godly quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
   is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.


REFLECTION

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-end
 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.
 
I wonder how many of you will find the end of today’s gospel reading resonates with your own experience. Have you ever felt weary from carrying around the weight of the responsibilities you hold, or the weight of worries and anxiety, the weight of grief, of pain, of disappointment, or of the pain and problems of others? I suspect for all of us, the answer is yes. It is an unfortunate fact of being human that at some point or other, circumstances will conspire to make us feel like we are carrying the weight of the world on our shoulders.
 
But at the end of our Gospel reading, Jesus offers us a deeply compassionate invitation: "Come to me... and I will give you rest." In a world marked by anxiety, stress, and the relentless pressure of our own expectations, Christ invites us into a different way of living. He offers not simply physical rest, but the deep, soul-refreshing peace that comes from entrusting our burdens to him. It is an invitation to lay down our worries, our endless striving, and the harsh judgements we place upon ourselves and others.
 
Jesus goes on to invite us to take his yoke upon us and learn from him, for he is gentle and humble in heart. Jesus' yoke is one of grace, bringing freedom, joy, and restoration. It is not a burden imposed from a distance or enforced through fear and harshness. Rather, it is a shared yoke, with Jesus walking alongside us, teaching us step by step how to live with gentleness, humility, and love.
 
In a culture that constantly tells us we must achieve more, prove our worth, and have all the answers, this invitation is wonderfully liberating. Jesus reminds us that we were never meant to carry life's burdens alone. Instead, we are invited to walk with him, drawing on his strength rather than our own, and discovering in his grace the rest our souls truly long for.
 
Revd Natalie Davies

St Nicholas Church in Studland is part of the Swanage and Studland Team 

Team Rector	 Revd Dr Ian Bird    Tel 01929 422916 (normal day off Friday)
Team Vicar	 Revd Jo Levasier   Tel 01929 208217 (normal day off Friday)
Parish Administrator  Karon Quirey           swanage.team@btconnect.com
Parish Office	         Tues & Weds 9am-5pm / Friday 9am – 4pm   Tel: 01929 421117

Visit our Team website www.swanageteam.com 

TEAM NOTES

Studland’s Community Coffee Morning Down on the Farm: Thursdays, from 10am to 11ish … Our Community Coffee Morning is moving to the Manor Farm Tea Rooms for the summer months. Please join us for coffee (or tea) for freshly made scones and great conversation with a lovely group of people. Everyone is welcome. 

Meet People from Other Churches in Purbeck Deanery: The next Deanery Synod is open to everyone on Tuesday 7th July. There will be a presentation by Purbeck Village Quire on West Gallery music – the music in village churches in Dorset before Church Organs and Hymns A&M were introduced. The event is at Bere Regis Church at 7:30pm (refreshments from 7pm). Everyone welcome.

‘Come & Sing’ Choral Evensong  next Sunday, 12th July at 6.30pm in St Mary’s Church. Our guest this month is Dr Peter Nardone, formerly Chelmsford and Worcester Cathedrals. Come and Sing event is open to all singers. Arrival at St Mary’s is for a 4.00pm rehearsal start.  Cups of tea are provided between the rehearsal end and the service start at 6.30pm. All Welcome. Music provided. Just come and sing!

Venezuela - Christian Aid Appeal - In response to the devastation caused by the earthquakes, we are being asked to donate via the Emergency Appeal Collection Envelopes in church, or via the following link:
Donate to the Venezuela Earthquake Appeal - Christian Aid   

Pimm’s and Hymns: Sunday 19th July at 3:30pm at St Mark’s. Enjoy afternoon tea with a glass of Pimm’s (non-alcoholic version available) and sing some of your favourite hymns. If you’d like to choose a hymn please see Dave to collect a form. Admission Free – Collection for Christian Aid Venezuela Earthquake Appeal and St Mark’s Church.

Dates for your Diary:

Goodbye to Revd Natalie
Revd Natalie’s last Sunday before she leaves for her new role as Succentor, St George’s Chapel Windsor Castle and Chaplain, St George’s School, will be 9th August. Hers and Joseph’s final service with us will be Choral Evensong at St Mary’s at 6.30pm followed by refreshments. She will also be presiding at 8am and 10.30am. Natalie will be working around the other churches in our team to take final services as follows- St Mark’s at 10am on 12th July, All Saints at 8am & 10.30am on 19th July, and St Nicholas’ Studland at 10am on 2nd August. 
Natalie’s installation in St George’s Chapel will take place at Evensong at 5.15pm on 1st September. All are welcome. Parking is available in the town centre car parks. Please arrive to King Henry VIII gate by 5pm, the police officers on duty will let you know when the Chapel doors have opened (seating in the Quire is limited so early arrival is recommended to give the best chance of a view- the screen between Quire and Nave is annoyingly solid!).
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