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The Eighth Sunday after Trinity	26th July 2026
Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion 
Preacher:	Rev Sarah Cliff 

	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England
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	Hymns (HOAN)

Introit		11	Alleluia, sing to Jesus
Gradual	277	Holy Spirit, will you be
Offertory	261	Here in this place new light is streaming
Comm. 1.	599	Strengthen for service, Lord
Comm. 2.	473	O for a heart to praise my Lord
Recess.	12	All for Jesus 


	

	This week we pray:
Church: We pray for Archbishop Stephen, Bishop Barry, Archdeacon Amanda and all members of the General Synod.  We pray the Holy Spirit prompts someone in this parish to offer themselves as a Church Warden to work with Alison.
Community: For our emergency services during this warm weather, especially those working to prevent moor fires.
World: For the safety and security of all God’s children working together for peace and harmony.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Kiera, Gill, Celia, Marina, Stephanie - all we remember personally.
RIP: John Graves
Anniversary: Jean Robinson, Catherine Small, Barbara Cope, Rachel Hart (Arthur Walker, John King)
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Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen
FIRST READING – 1 KINGS 3: 5-12
Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.
The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”
Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.
“Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.”
SECOND READING – ROMANS 8: 26-39
The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will. 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
GOSPEL READING – ST MATTHEW 13: 31-33 and 44-82
Jesus told the crowd a parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” 
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 
“Yes,” they replied. 
He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy things; may the ears which have heard your word be deaf to clamour and dispute; may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love shine with the light of hope; and may the bodies which have been fed with your body be refreshed with the fullness of your life; glory to you for ever.  Amen


NEWS FOR THE PEWS

Open Church As part of the Pilgrim Places network, St. Oswald’s Church will be open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Spire Newsletter 12 Paper copies of the new issue are available for collection at the back of Church.  You are welcome to take one and another for a friend or neighbour.

Taizé style Evening Prayer Please join us in All Saints at 6 o'clock on Sunday 2nd August and 6th September for 40 minutes of peace and tranquillity.  All are welcome, please invite a friend.
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Café Church returns on Sunday 13th September after the Summer break 

Save The Dates from St Oswald’s
Sunday 2nd August - St. Oswald’s Day All Age Service at 11.00am, followed by a pooled picnic.

Wednesday 5th August (actually St. Oswald's day) at 4.00pm - Afternoon prayers, followed by cream scone refreshments.

Friday 7th August 2pm - Grave Talk Café – Tea/Coffee and refreshments as we chat about death, dying and the Christian Hope. Come to have practical conversations with Funeral Directors and clergy – all the things you have be ‘dying’ to ask.

Saturday 8th August – Pilgrim Walk from St. Oswald’s to St. Cuthbert’s, Kildale, leaving Newton at 9.30am, walking 8km/5miles to Kildale where there will be refreshments at the Pilgrim Cafe.  Transport back to Newton will be arranged.

THE WEEK AHEAD
Wednesday 29th July:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP) at All Saints
Thursday 30th July: 
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
Sunday 2nd July: Eighth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: Parish Communion
11.00am: All Age Service at St Oswalds
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You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.

Large Print Copies of this Service Booklet are available.
Hearing Aid Users can tune into our Services on the ‘T’ position
Disabled Access is through the Church/Hall link passageway
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