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Found by Jesus – Reflections from 
the Diocesan Centenary Conference
This week I had the privilege of 
attending the Diocese of Black-
burn’s Centenary Conference 
at Liverpool Hope University. 
I have to confess, as the day 
approached, I wasn’t entire-
ly convinced it was where I 
should be. Taking four days 
away from parish ministry, 
particularly in the final week 
before the school holidays, felt 
very indulgent. All I could see 
was the growing mountain of 
work waiting for me back at St 
Leonard’s. So, if I’m honest, it 
was a somewhat reluctant—and 
slightly grumpy—Rev Simon 
who headed south down the M6 
on Monday lunchtime.

I needn’t have worried. The 
welcome set the tone for the 
whole week. Bishop Philip, 
standing in the sunshine di-
recting traffic with a giant 
yellow foam finger, immediate-
ly reminded us that this was 
going to be a conference that 
didn’t take itself too seriously! 
Over the following four days, 
through outstanding keynote 

speakers, inspiring worship, 
thought-provoking workshops 
and a diocesan birthday celebra-
tion unlike anything I have ever 
experienced, one thing became 
abundantly clear: ours is a won-
derfully diverse Diocese, united 
by a shared love for Jesus Christ 
and a desire to see his Kingdom 
grow.

The conference theme, “Found 
by Jesus,” was drawn from 
Luke’s Gospel and the Book of 
Acts. My mornings began with 
Bible teaching from Jeremy Duff, 
the new Dean of Emmanuel The-
ological College. His engaging 
style, humour and fresh insights 
into Jesus’ parables reminded 
me just how brilliantly those fa-
miliar stories were crafted. I sus-
pect one or two of his ideas may 
well find their way into future 
sermons here at St Leonard’s!

Another personal highlight 
was attending a preaching work-
shop led by my former college 
tutor, the Revd Dr Matt Allen. It 
was a joy to sit under his teach-
ing again and to be reminded of 

the privilege and responsibility 
of opening God’s Word week by 
week. Closer to home, it was also 
good to hear the Revd Dr Tom 
Woolford, who gave an excellent 
seminar exploring the Council 
of Jerusalem and the way the 
Church has continued to gather, 
discern and make difficult de-
cisions together throughout its 
history.

The music throughout the con-
ference was brilliant. We were 
introduced to a brand-new hymn 
written especially for the Dio-
cese’s centenary celebrations, 
celebrating the rich Christian 
heritage of Lancashire. I very 
much hope we’ll be able to sing it 
together at St Leonard’s once the 
music becomes available.

Perhaps the biggest surprise 
came on the final evening. The 
Rector’s lawn was transformed 
into a birthday celebration com-
plete with crazy golf, a silent 
disco led by three clergy DJs and 
even Bishop Philip enthusiasti-
cally taking on an enormous in-
flatable game of Whack-a-Mole! 

It perfectly reflected his chal-
lenge to us all to “pray hard and 
play hard.”

Yet, for me, the greatest gift of 
the conference wasn’t any par-
ticular speaker or event. It was 
simply spending time with col-
leagues from across Lancashire, 
sharing stories, encouraging 
one another and being reminded 
that none of us serves alone.

I came home tired—but re-
freshed. Encouraged by the 
faith, commitment and vision of 
so many people serving Christ 
across our Diocese, I found my-
self reflecting on Luke’s Gospel 
once again. The same Holy Spirit 
who empowered the disciples all 
those years ago is still at work 
today. He is still calling people, 
still transforming lives, still 
building his Church.

As we celebrate one hundred 
years of the Diocese of Black-
burn, that seems a wonderful 
reason to give thanks—and an 
even better reason to look for-
ward with a fresh sense of call-
ing and real hope.
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