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    Sunday 26th July, Eighth Sunday after Trinity
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday 
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook 
10am				Eucharist, in Church and on Zoom

Hymns								
Processional			497 Let all the world      
Gradual			391 Blest are the pure in heart
Offertory			179 Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Communion			286 Break thou the bread of life
386 Be thou my vision 
Final				278 Alleluia, sing to Jesus!

Music
Setting			Deutsche Messe Schubert
Voluntary			Offertoire from Messe pour les couvents Couperin
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Rota for Sunday 26th July, Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Welcomers		Mark Kirby, Roti Tunis
Sidespeople		Mary Millett, Gavin John
Servers 	 		Sue Austin, Derek Day, Mike Franklin
Readers			Linn Parker, Martin Douglas
Intercessor		Mat Wilson
Lay Admin	Roti Tunis, Ann Sandford
Coffee		 	Alan Thomas, Daphne Footer


For your Prayers: 
Any who are sick or suffering: Howard Marshall, Simon Peters, Robert Evans, David Perman, Eddie O’Connor, Debbie and Graham Cock, Jan Frost
The housebound, among them: Sheila Brown, Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Sheila Hale, Sara Miller
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: 
In our Deanery: St Andrew’s Hertford and St Mary’s Hertingfordbury. Revd Alan Stewart
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Schools
Those that live in: Popes Row, Princes Street


Collect
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of you laws and the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen


First Reading, Genesis 29.15-28
5 Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?’ 16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18 Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, ‘I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.’ 19 Laban said, ‘It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.’ 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.
21 Then Jacob said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.’ 22 So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 23 But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 25 When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?’ 26 Laban said, ‘This is not done in our country - giving the younger before the firstborn. 27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me for another seven years.’ 28 Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.


Second Reading, Romans 8.26-end
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 39 nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Reading, Matthew 13.31-31, 44-52
31 Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, that someone took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown, it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down and put the good into baskets, but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer (EP will be sung on Tuesdays)			
Wednesday 22nd		7.30pm Bell Ringing
Saturday 1st			19.30am Maintenance Morning
				1pm Wedding

Rota for Sunday 2nd August, Ninth Sunday after Trinity
Welcomers		Brenda Furnival Jones, Michael Waller
Sidespeople		Ann Robinson, Mary Boulter
Servers 	 		Mike Franklin, Malcolm Furnival Jones, Roti Tunis
Readers			Carol Taylor, Ann Robinson
Intercessor		Roger Hawkins
Lay Admin	Kath Kirby, Margaret Meldrum
Coffee		 	Roger Hawkins, Margaret Meldrum

Notices

Next Evening Service Evensong Sunday 20th September, 5pm

Maintenance Morning is being held on Saturday 1st August from 9.30am. Come along prepared for gardening work, but there will also be some jobs inside. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet at the back of the church. Your help is always very much appreciated.

Genesis 22 ‘The sacrifice of Isaac’ when this reading came up a couple of weeks ago I offered a short workshop to explore the text further. With those who initially expressed interest we have set that up for Tuesday 4th August, early evening. If you would like to join that – see me! Ysmena 

Garden Tea, Sunday 9th August for our Church Hall and South Porch, from 2 pm at Dellys, 12 Presdales Drive, Ware. Garden & Wood Tours 3 & 4pm; Games for children and young people. Old clothes suggested! Some transport possible. Tickets £7 adults, £3 children from linnparker61@gmail.com and Zara 01920 420642.

Retreat opportunity we are exploring the possibility of a residential retreat in Lent 2027. There are a few early decisions to be made. If you think you might be interested please could you meet Ysmena briefly today over coffee in the Hall. 

Raising Funds to fix the Hall and the South Porch The Church Yard Stalls held on 21st June and 4th July (£900) together with Mary Millet's Edwardian Teas in the Garden (£500) have raised £1400 towards Fixing the Hall and South Porch. Our thanks to Mary for organising and hosting the teas and to everyone who worked so hard to make these events happen, and to all who supported the events on their day. 

Organ Celebration
We are grateful to Elli-Mae McGlone, Malcolm Pentelow, William Fox, Chris Muhley, Stephen Crookes and Charles Francis for their contributions to our organ celebration. Thank you to Stephen Crookes and all those who have assisted in the planning, organisation and running of these events.

New St Mary’s Merchandise Tote bag £15, bone China mug £12 and fridge magnet £4. On sale after some services and at events. Or buy direct from Belinda Martin.

Calling all performers! On Saturday October 3rd we will be holding a one-day Arts Festival running from Dawn (7.15) to Dusk (18.30). The day will be divided into 20-minute slots, and anyone is welcome to book a slot to showcase their talents, such as instrumental, singing, drama, poetry etc. Priority booking will be open for St Mary’s members and friends until 23rd August. Please contact Linn Parker for further information or to discuss booking a slot.










Next Lunchtime Concerts
Monday 3rd August		Sally Quantrill, flute
Thursday 20th August	Shirley Wu, piano


Contact Information
Vicar: Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Parish Office: Tuesday & Friday 9am – 1pm officestmarys@btinternet.com 01920 462539 
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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