The Collect and Gospel Reading 
appointed for 21 June, the Third Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God,
you have broken the tyranny of sin
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts
whereby we call you Father:
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service,
that we and all creation may be brought
to the glorious liberty of the children of God;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from St Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 10

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 
It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, 
and the servant like his master. 
If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, 
how much more the members of his household!

‘So do not be afraid of them. 
There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, 
or hidden that will not be made known. 
What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; 
what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

‘Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from the will of your Father.
 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

‘Whoever acknowledges me before men, 
I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 
But whoever disowns me before men, 
I will disown him before my Father in heaven.’

Pause for thought …

In this reading, Jesus is about to send his disciples out into the world to spread his message – a message which, despite being all about God’s love and forgiveness, has brought Jesus nothing but trouble, criticism and opposition from the religious leaders of his time and place.If even Jesus is getting into trouble, then the disciples can be sure that they will too.

But Jesus tells them not to be afraid.

Three times in this short reading he tells his friends not to be afraid.
There’s no need to be afraid of the religious authorities – no matter what they might say or do to them. If there’s anyone they should be afraid of it’s Almighty God – but there’s absolutely no reason to be afraid of God because he knows everything they’re going through and everything about them and he loves and treasures them like a Father. 

So, in fact, there’s no need to be afraid at all. 

Furthermore, Jesus promises his friends – all his friends –
that the Father will stand up for them when they stand up for Jesus.

So…don’t be afraid!
