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Worship at Home 7th June 

Collect
Lord, you have taught us
That all our doings without love are nothing worth:
Send your Holy Spirit
and pour into our hearts the most excellent gift of love,
the true bond of peace and of all virtues,
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you.
Grant this for Jesus Christ’s sake
Who is alive and reigns with you
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God now and for ever. 
Amen


GLORIOUS THINGS OF THEE ARE SPOKEN,
Zion, city of our God;
he whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes

See, the steams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
ever flows their thirst assuage?
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver,
never fails from age to age.

Round each habitation hov’ring,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a cov’ring,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus they march, the pillar leading,
light by night and shade by day;
daily on the manna feeding
which he gives them when they pray.

Saviour if of Zion’s city
I through grace a member am,
let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in thy name.
Fading is the worlding’s pleasure,
boasted pomp and empty show;
solid joys and lasting treasure
none but Zion’s children know.

Readings Exodus 19:2-8a, Romans 5:1-8, Matthew 9:35-10:8

Reflection 
Comfort zones. It seems to be quite a new phrase, and yet one we can relate to. What does your ‘comfort zone’ look or feel like? Is it being on the sofa with a mug of coffee? Or is out in nature walking and listening to the birds (or the rain!)? For each of us, our comfort zone will be different, a safe space where we feel most at home and most truly ourselves. Sometimes, we go to an unfamiliar place or start something new, and everything feels unnatural and agitating. It could even be a familiar place, but it’s different for some reason.
Our readings today – take the disciples out of their comfort zones, to try or understand new things – something that they and we don’t always want to do. The difference for the disciples is that they will have God’s Spirit with them, and they are acting on God’s initiative – not their own. In Roman’s we hear again that God’s love is poured out before we know we need it or deserve it. In Matthew, Jesus sees the crowds with compassion before they ask for anything. Do we accept the love of God which is freely given, or do we still think we have to earn God’s love. 
Paul in his writing to the Romans, makes it clear that as Christians we stand in the place of grace – not striving, not earning, not proving ourselves, but receiving the gift of grace and love from God. Romans 5:5 reminds us ‘God’s love is poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.’ 
In Matthew 9, God has compassion for the people, Jesus sees what they need and acts. Jesus understands that in the 1st century, there was a need for more people, just as there is now. One of my most quoted phrases from the Bible is found in this passage ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few, therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’  Our mission doesn’t begin with strategy – it begins with prayer, prayer asking the Father to send more workers, but also prayer to show us his heart, and where he would have us go. In the gospel reading, the disciples are called to Jesus and then sent out, their mission mirrors that of Jesus’. 
Romans tells us that we are loved and held in grace. Matthew tells us that we should share that love and grace in word and action. It matters that we know we are loved by God, we are sent by Jesus and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
It can be tempting to think that this message was for the 1st century disciples and not for us. We have the same authority to go and tell our friends, our families, our colleagues, the bus driver, the postman… that the kingdom of God is near? And it is for them, just as it is for you and me.
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HERE I AM, WHOLLY AVAILABLE,
As for me I will serve the Lord.
Here I am, wholly available,
As for me I will serve the Lord.
 
 The fields are white unto harvest,
But O the labourers are so few,
So Lord I give myself to help the reaping
To gather precious souls unto You.

 
 

The time is right in the nation
For works of power and authority
God’s looking for a people who are willing
To be counted in His glorious victory.
  As salt are we ready to saviour,
In darkness are we ready to be light?
God’s seeking out a very special people
To manifest His truth and His might.


Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST MY SAVIOUR
Live in me from day to day
By his love and power controlling
All I do and all I say.


May the word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour
So that I may triumph only
In his saving power.

May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in everything
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing

May the love of Jesus fill me
As the waters fill the sea
His exalting self abasing
This is victory.

May I run the race before me
Strong and brave to face the foe
Looking only unto Jesus
As I onward go.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, ever more. Amen. 

News & Notices
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Handbells for Children. Tuesdays from 5-5.45pm. Please contact Jenny Stromberg for more information. jennydstrombergy@gmail.com

Songs from the Shows 19th June Gregory & Ellen Steward in concert at Puriton Church 7 for 7.30pm Tickets £10, from Court Farm Butchers, Puriton Post Office or telephone 07872 018 134

Deanery Synod Thursday 18th June, 7.30pm St John’s Bridgwater ‘Praying with my camera’ – please bring a camera (a smart phone is fine) 

Renovation Celebration Saturday 27th June 10-12noon, alongside the regular Community Café. A celebration of the renovation of the Parish Hall with free coffee and cake. All welcome to see the new kitchen and toilet. 

Lay Preacher Course. The Diocese has offered to run this course in our Deanery in the Autum, if there is enough interest. Please contact Kirsty.

[image: Transparent Deacon Ordination Clipart - Don T Miss Out Icon, HD Png  Download - kindpng]Sunday 28th June 10:30am, Jenny will be ordained Deacon in Wells Cathedral, please be seated by 10:20am. There will be a service of Celebration and Holy Communion at Bawdrip Church at 6.30pm 


This week…
Today 		2.00pm 	Baptism, Chedzoy. 
Monday 15th 	12noon 	Burial of Jean Hodgson’s ashes, Pawlett
			3.15pm 	Messy Church Club, Pawlett School 
Wed 17th 		12noon 	Funeral of Tony Holland, Puriton
Thursday 18th	7.30pm 	Deanery Synod St John’s Bridgwater
					‘Praying with my camera’ 
Friday 19th 		7 for 7.30	Songs from the Shows, Puriton
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Morning Prayer on Zoom Monday – Thursday 8.30am 
www.zoom/us/join Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399
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