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Apples of gold
Dear Friends,

One of the joys of June for me is that it is
ordination season. In my diocesan role, I'll
spend time this month with people who are
about to begin their ministry as curates in
parishes across Blackburn Diocese. It's a
privilege to walk alongside them at such an
important moment in their lives.

What always strikes me is that, while
ordinations are rightly a celebration of those
being ordained, they are never really about
one person. Every ordinand arrives where they
are because of the encouragement, prayers,
support and faithfulness of countless others.
Family members, friends, congregations,
mentors, clergy and fellow Christians have all
played their part.

In other words, ministry is always a team
effort.

That thought has been on my mind because
later this month, on Sunday 21st June at
10.30am, we will welcome Bishop Joe to St
James for a Confirmation Service. We're
delighted that eleven people will be onfirmed,
and it promises to be a really special occasion
for our church family.

Like ordination, confirmation is often seen as a
moment that belongs to the individual
standing at the front. Of course, it is deeply
personal, but it is also something bigger than
that. Those being confirmed have been
shaped by parents, grandparents, friends,
godparents, church members and fellow
worshippers. Their faith has not grown in
isolation. It has grown within a community.

I think that is something we can easily forget.
We live in a culture that often celebrates
individual achievement, yet the Christian faith
 has always been about belonging. We are not
simply followers of Jesus; we are followers of
Jesus together.

When St Paul describes the Church as the Body
of Christ, I don't think he is trying to give us a
complicated theological lesson. He's describing
something very practical. We need one another.

We see it every week. Church happens because
people show up. People pray. People bake
cakes, arrange flowers, unlock doors, stack
chairs, welcome newcomers, lead worship, visit
neighbours, run activities, count money and do
a hundred other things that often go unnoticed.
It all matters

Perhaps that's why I love both ordinations and
confirmations. They remind us that God is still
calling ordinary people. Not perfect people. Not
experts. Ordinary people who are willing to say,
however tentatively, "Yes, Lord." Thank you all.

As we look forward to welcoming Bishop Joe
and supporting our confirmation candidates, I
hope we'll celebrate not only their commitment
but also the community that has helped them
reach this point. And perhaps we'll be reminded
that each of us has a place within the life of the
Church.

At our recent APCM, a great occasion to give
thanks to God for the year past and to look
forward to plans for the year ahead, three
teams in church shared their need for more
help. 

I’m pleased we’ve already had a good response,
a great example of what it means to be the
Body in action. If anyone would like to join the
bellringers (Stuart), social committee (Lynn) or
tea and coffee servers (Lynn), please contact
Lynn or Stuart using the contact details in the
directory at the end of The Voice.

Take Care and God Bless,

Rev Jon



BRINDLE ST JAMES
PARISH ROUND-UP

On 7th May we held our APCM, a great
opportunity to look back with thanksgiving and
forward with prayerful anticipation. We are
deeply grateful to Roger and Elaine, who both
stood as churchwardens for another year, to
Ann Greenland and Steven Boult who will
continue as Deanery Synod representatives, to
Richard our Treasurer, to Julia our PCC
Secretary, to the whole PCC, and to the many
teams across church whose faithful service
keeps our life together flourishing.

Last month also saw our first wedding of the
year, when John and Maria were married –
they made a wonderful couple, and we pray
God’s blessing on them as they begin married
life together. We also celebrated the baptisms
of Freddie and George, giving thanks for their
lives and praying for them and their families as
they grow in faith.

As a church family we have also gathered to
celebrate Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity. It
has been a rich season in the liturgical
calendar, and we continue to journey through
it prayerfully, reflecting on how these events
from Jesus’ time and before still shape, inspire
and equip us on our own faith journeys today,
both as individuals and as a church.
 

BRINDLE ST JAMES
Church Services ~ June

 7th         Holy Communion                       10.30am
                & Sunday School                   
                Trinty 1

10          Praise Service                                6.30pmth

14           Holy Communion (Said)            9.00amth

                 Holy Communion                       10.30am
                 Trinity 2

21st         Confirmation Service 
                  with Bishop Joe                          10.30am
                  & Sunday School 
                  Trinity 3

24th         Praise Service                              6.30pm

28th        Praise Service                               9:00am
                 Holy Communion                       10:30am     
                  Trinity 4

You’re warmly invited to join us in worship!

 Everyone is welcome—whether you come
every week or it’s your very first visit. For more

details, please visit our website.
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11

478/service-and-events/events-all/

You can also contact our Rector, Jon:
rector@brindlestjames.co.uk

Open Garden Dates

14  June 2-4pmth

Maxine Twist 

28th June 2-4pm 
Elaine Shuttleworth

5  July from 2pmth

Lynn Packer

Full details avilable at church



BRINDLE ST JAMES
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

JUNE

1st            ENID PEARSON                                          1993

2nd          CHERITH CHEESEBROUGH                   2016

3rd           SHEILA MAY WHITTLE                            2016

8th           FREDA MARGARET ATKINSON            2022

10th         DORIS WILMER                                          2019

14th         THOMAS BELL                                           1998

20th        GEOFFREY MOORE                                   2024

22nd       RONALD REID DUXBURY                        1983
                 PATRICIA KERWIN                                     2018

23rd       OWEN PARRY                                               1950
                JOHN DENIS CROASDALE                      2022

24th      MARGARET ELLEN COANE                      1993

28th      ROLAND BLACKLIDGE                              2016
               DAVID DARBYSHIRE                                  2020

If you would like to have a loved one remembered
in the Book of Remembrance, please ask one of

the Church Wardens 
for a form to complete.

“Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death,

 I will fear no evil, for You are with me;
 Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

Psalm 23

BRINDLE ST JAMES
FLOWER ROTA

JUNE

THE ALTAR FLOWERS IN JUNE ARE IN
MEMORY OF FRANK & ENID

SHUTTLEWORTH`S WEDDING AND ARE
KINDLY PROVIDED BY

7th              ELAINE SHUTTLEWORTH

14th           ELAINE SHUTTLEWORTH

21st

28th

Would you like to sponsor the church
flowers to mark a special anniversary

 or event?

 As part of your dedication,
 your name would be included in 

The Brindle Voice.

For details please contact 
Joan Hopcraft  ~ 01254 854 465

 

 







Standing Order (preferred)
Fee-free and helps us plan sustainably.

Payee: St James Church Brindle
Sort Code: 40-37-25
Account: 71898175

In Church
You can give during services via the offertory

bags, by placing cash in the plate at the back of
church, or using the contactless card machine.

BRINDLE SAINT JAMES
MONEY MATTERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT !
We are deeply grateful for your financial support. 

The God-given vision and ministry of St James’ Church
 is made possible through your generous giving.

WAYS TO GIVE

Online
 Give securely via Give A Little:  
Give A Little - St James Brindle.

Gift Aid
UK taxpayers can increase their gift 

by 25% at no extra cost. 
please consider completing a Gift Aid form

THANK YOU! 

https://media.acny.uk/media/news/post/2022/02/BankDetailsAndGiftAidForm_Version4_20220209.pdf


Mystery of the Shroud  
Mr Bernard Kellett

It seems the good people of Brindle are quite

sceptical - or at least those who attended the

excellent talk by Tony Cunliffe at the Historical

Society on Monday 18th May appeared to be. The

talk took the form of an investigation into the

historical and scientific evidence surrounding the

Turin Shroud, with the audience cast in the role of

Watson, Sherlock Holmes’ fictional sidekick.

The presenter clearly laid out the history of the

Shroud, beginning with a demonstration using a full-

sized replica of the linen cloth - all 14 feet of it. This

helped to illustrate how the 1988 carbon-dating

exercise later came under criticism because some

researchers believed proper scientific protocol had

not been fully followed. It is known that the Shroud

was exhibited many times during the Middle Ages,

and it is thought likely that it was handled in the

same manner as demonstrated by volunteers in

Brindle, holding it by the top edge.

Analysis of linen from the top corner of the cloth

has led some researchers to suggest that repairs

had been carried out many years earlier. It was from

this area that the carbon-dating sample was taken,

leading critics to argue that the results may not

have been representative of the original cloth.

The speaker has given this talk many times and

revealed afterwards that, from all the results he has

collected, around 50% of people believed the

artefact to be authentic, while only 12% considered

it to be a hoax. When the results were announced in

Brindle, however, there was an almost equal split

between the three options, with only 30% of

attendees believing the cloth to be authentic and

35% suggesting that it was a hoax. So, as reported at

the start, we are clearly a sceptical bunch in Brindle.

That said, everyone commented favourably on the

excellent presentation, which kept the audience

engaged throughout the evening - including the

sceptics. For a very detailed analysis of the

fascinating Turin Shroud, visit the British Society for

the Turin Shroud website: https://shroudofturin.uk

The audience on Monday were presented with

numerous scientific observations about the

artefact, together with relevant extracts from the

Bible, and at the end of the evening were asked to

cast a secret ballot indicating whether they

believed the relic to be authentic, an elaborate

hoax, or something else. Those selecting the final

option were invited to consider possible alternative

explanations for how the cloth came to bear the

image of a man.

Next Meeting

Monday 15th June 

 Chris Freeman will take a sideways look at how history

and nature have shaped some of the things we may

often have wondered about and explain some of the

crazy reasons why certain things are as they are. 

Historical Society members get in free and it’s just £5.00

for guests which includes tea or coffee, biscuits and a

chat. This will be the last meeting before the summer

break and the Society will reconvene in September. 

https://shroudofturin.uk/
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Rev Jon Price
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Brindle Voice Commercial Advertising
Julie Pawson
07714285669

juliebpawson@outlook.com 

Brindle Voice Editor
Sally Price

sallyprice07@gmail.com

If you would like your local organisation’s contact details included in the Community Directory,
or have photos for the cover or inside the magazine,  please contact Sally. 

Contributions are always gratefully received.
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