THE UPDATE #324 (28 June 2026) for the Forest of Galtres Benefice.
Saint Peter
Also
The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 2026
Welcome to this week’s update. We have a video reflection from the Bishop of Selby. There is a written reflection from Margaret Price. There is a message from me. We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below.  What’s On for Benefice Services in July is attached separately.
From me:. 
Last lasts: a lasting word from me
Being in a multi-parish benefice means there are quite a few last services – five, in fact. To make sure I do not leave any parish out, from this Sunday until Sunday 19 July I will be delivering a special word to each church.
I am calling this my Charge to the Benefice (offered to each church), and I hope and pray that it will be a moment of blessing and encouragement as the benefice moves towards a time of vacancy.
My prayer at this time of transition is that, as I seek to share what I believe God would have me say, these words may encourage us all to trust in God's faithfulness and to look with hope to the future he is preparing.
A Prayer.
Gracious God,
As we journey through these weeks of farewell and new beginnings, we thank you for all that has been shared, learned, and received together across our benefice.
As words of encouragement and challenge are spoken in each church, grant us hearts that are open to your Spirit, courage to embrace the future, and faith to trust your leading.
Bless each of our five parishes as they move towards a time of vacancy. Strengthen those who lead, encourage those who serve, and deepen the bonds of love and fellowship among us.
May we remember with gratitude the past, attend faithfully to the present, and look with hope to the future you are preparing.
And as one ministry draws to its close, may your Church continue to grow in faith, hope, and love, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
With every blessing, 
Rev Steve 
The Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby, reflects on the ordinations happening across the diocese this weekend.  Ctrl & click here à   https://vimeo.com/1204897765 

Coming to church this week	10.00am Morning Worship at Sheriff
28 June	10.00am Pet Service at Stillington 
	10.30am BCP Holy Communion at Farlington
Coming to church next week	10.00am Holy Communion at Sutton
05 July	10.00am Morning Worship at Stillington 
	  6.00pm Celtic Communion at Marton

Reflection on Matthew 16: 13 – 19  for 28/30 June 2026
Peter’s Declaration about Jesus
I have a soft spot for Peter, the apostle who we are celebrating today.  His enthusiastic following of Jesus inspires me, but I smile when this carries him to open his mouth before he has had time to think.  And our reading today is an example of this tendency.  Jesus had taken his disciples to the north of Israel to the place where the River Jordan flows rapidly out of the mouth of a cave at the foot of Mount Hermon.  In the semi-arid land of Israel this source of water had been a sacred site long before Jesus’s visit, just as many wells and springs have been sacred in this country before modern piped water.  In this holy place Jesus had asked his disciples ‘who do you say that I am’ and it was Peter who immediately declared ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God’.  To Peter, Jesus was the longed for saviour whose coming had been prophesied for many centuries.  Peter had seen the miracles, he had heard his teaching, he had witnessed the enormous pull that Jesus had on so many people, and yet, even Jesus’s  closest had been slow to recognise him.  I wonder, as Jesus’s enemies were becoming more and more threatening, whether  he was despairing that even his closest disciples did not understand who he was and did not have the conviction to carry on his work ?   No wonder he greeted Peter’s declaration with such enthusiasm, identifying him as the ‘rock on which he would build my church’   and giving him the ‘keys of the kingdom of heaven’.  Peter’s leadership became even more clear when he was chosen to witness Jesus’s Transfiguration.  But Peter was human and  his courage deserted him when, after Jesus’s arrest, he denied knowing him and going into depths of despair.  But then how wonderful and amazing Christ’s resurrection must have been as Peter witnessed Christ’s appearances, including on the shores of the Sea of Galilee when Jesus commissioned him to ‘feed my sheep’.   The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost transformed Peter and, full of vigour, he told large crowds  about Jesus.   Over three thousand were baptised that day and the Church was born.  Peter went on to be a leader of the new church, based in Jerusalem. He was involved in the controversy as to whether gentiles should be circumcised before they could become Christians but was persuaded through a dream that because all animals were made by God then they were  all clean to eat.    Eventually he was taken prisoner by the Romans and crucified in Rome.  What a life !  From the humble fisherman, called by Jesus  to be a fisher of men, to leading the foundation of the new Christian church.  
There is so much we can learn from Peter –  his faithful following of Jesus, his fearless leadership of the early church, his willingness to welcome gentiles into the church.  Are we as courageous in the way we talk about our faith; are we as willing to give up our personal lives to work  for God;  do we take opportunities to reach out to others with God’s love and peace ?                                                                  Margaret Price 



A Prayer for the Holy Land:

O God of all justice and peace
we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.
Be with those who need you in these days of suffering;
we pray for people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land.
While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples.
Guide us into your kingdom
where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Ukraine:
God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence.
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to you for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen.
 
