NEWSLETTER NUIMBER 326
Over the last six months there have been many new services and events tried within the West Tone Benefice.  It is now time to review what is, and what is not, working and to ask why this is the case.   Attached to this email you will find a form to print off and complete, the alternative is to scan a QR code.   The forms need to be returned ASAP so they can all be collated before 7th July, which is when the Benefice Forum will meet to discuss the topic.   There will be some forms in church for those without access to email or a printer. 

20/6/2026 West Tone Benefice Walk Saturday 
This year the walk will start at Holy Cross Church, Sampford Arundel, with signing in from 8.30 a.m. followed by visiting All Saints Church at approximately 9.30 – 10.30 a.m.   We will provide a light snack and a drink to cheer the walkers on their way.   The rest of the route is as per last year and the walk will end in Ashbrittle, where there will be a barbecue at Greywells.   Do come and support them with your presence.  

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 21
The service at All Saints’ Church, Rockwell Green on Sunday 21st June 2026 will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.    The celebrant will be Rev David Burton.   There will be refreshments served after the service so please stay and chat if possible.

RABSON RAMBLE
All Saints’ Church and the Freemasons
If you look at the window to the right of the altar, you will see the only visible signs of the connection this church had with the Freemasons.   Not only was it erected by Lodge 1966 Somerset but the dedication mentions the masons and includes the square and compass symbol.    The window is dedicated “To the Glory of God and in affectionate memory of John Bowyer First Parish Warden of this Church who fell asleep 11th September 1903”.  From records we know that the Freemasons contributed heavily to the building fund and the church’s foundation stone was laid with full Masonic Ritual.   We also know that both John Bowyer and Frederick Elworthy were very involved with the Freemasons in Wellington and elsewhere.   John Bowyer lived at Westford House and was a dedicated member of the committee to raise the money and, subsequently the building of All Saints’ Church.   He became the committee’s secretary.  We also know that well over 50 masons in full Masonic regalia attended this service, having walked in procession from their Lodge in Wellington.   The Bishop was driven by car from St John’s Rectory to the base of the hill and walked the final hill up to the building site.   In researching more of our church history, I came across a small book with two hymns that were used by most Masonic Lodges at their meetings.   The first one was used “For opening the Lodge, Chapter and Consecration ceremonies” and this starts “Hail, Eternal! By whose aid all crated things were made” and the second hymn was used “For closing the Lodge, Chapter and Consecration Ceremonies” and this starts “Now the ev’ning shadows closing, warm from toil to peaceful rest”.   Whilst I have not discovered if these were actually used at the foundation stone laying ceremony at Rockwell Green, it is likely that their Lodge meetings would have used these hymns to open and close the meeting, provided they had someone to accompany the voices.


ROTA FOR SUNDAY 21ST JUNE 2026 – TRINITY 3
Sidesmen:-  Philippa Deem and Lorna Grinter
Reader:-       Philippa Deem
Coffee:-         Philippa Deem and Lorna Grinter
Flowers:-      Philippa Deem

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 21ST JUNE 2026 – TRINITY 3
Collect:- Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Jeremiah Ch 20, vv 7 – 13 
Romans Ch 6, vv 1b – 11 
Matthew Ch 10, vv 24 – 39 

PRAYER LIST 
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance 
Hazel Ware                                                                                                                   
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley                     
YEARS MIND FOR JUNE
22nd  Marjorie Ellen Westcott
25th  Alan George Cook
26th  Megan Prestidge
27th  Henry John Davey
27th  Theresa Ellen Dyer

BIRTHDAY LIST 
There are no known birthdays until August

OUTREACH GROUPS
Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday 11TH July 2026 at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation!  
Churchyard Group
If you are willing to help, the next meeting will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 23rd June 2026 if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white iberis, white omphaloides, tête-a- tête daffodil bulbs (if not, we will plant them in the autumn), small green/yellow or green/white hostas and small ferns.
Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 23rd June 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 2ND July 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Shanty Singing
The group is not meeting this month.

OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 28th June 2026.   The celebrant will be the vicar, Rev Andy Barton.   There will be refreshments served after the service so please stay and chat.   Later on the same day there will be Families@4, a service aimed at families with primary school aged children.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Fund Raising Committee Event
Saturday 27/6/2026 Strawberry Special with Prosecco, 2 – 5 p.m.
This is our annual afternoon event offering all things strawberry i.e. strawberries and cream, strawberry flans, scones and strawberries etc with some extra stalls, books, bottles and a raffle on offer as well.   Come and join us for a while to eat, drink and be merry.   If you have items suitable for a raffle prize or items for the bottle stall, please bring them on Sunday so they can be labelled etc.

Saturday 18/7/2026 Church BBQ and picnic, 5 – 8 p.m.
The committee is organising a church BBQ and picnic in the church grounds.   You will need to bring your own drinks.   This is to be a pleasant, relaxed event for everyone to socialise.
 
OTHER INFORMATION
Hymns for services
A book has been placed on the sidesman’s table for you to complete with your favourite hymns.   Alternatively, you can give me a list of titles/hymn numbers so I can collate them.   As and when they become appropriate i.e. Christmas carols in August is not an option, then they will be included.
From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is a weekly programme which brings Christian worship into your front room which is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am or via the internet on www.10radio.org .    This week: Having just returned hot foot from an expedition which included a visit to the Holy Island in Northumbria, Revd. Andrew Norris shares a Celtic act of worship embracing some of the traditions of the Northumbrian religious community.
If you have prayer or song requests or want others to know about what is happening in your church, contact revandrew@10Radio.org 
 


FUN CORNER
Here are some more items from the book Lost in Translation, this time about cars.
1) Petrol station in New Mexico – We sell gasoline to anyone in a glass container
2) Motoring event on French Riviera – Competitors will defile themselves on the promenade at 11.00 am and each car will have 2 drivers who will relieve themselves at each other’s convenience.
3) Japanese taxi – Safety first.   Please put on your seatbelt.   Prepare for accident.

This one is for Charlotte Bronte fans.
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What do you
call it when you
let a mad woman
stay in your attic?

Eyre B&B!

- For Reading Addicts
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