THE UPDATE #322 (14 June 2026) for the Forest of Galtres Benefice.
The Second Sunday after Trinity 2026
[image: ]Welcome to this week’s update. We have a video reflection from the Archdeacon of York. There is a written reflection from Canon Robert Law. There are more details on the Quiet Day at St Mary’s, Marton. We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below. 
What’s On for Benefice Services in June is attached separately.
From me:. Can I flag up the Quiet Day taking place next week – if you are planning to attend can I ask that you please book a place, this is to make sure we have enough resources for the day. It is also worth noting that the day is designed so that you can drop in or out throughout the day (it can be a big ask to commit to 4½ hours). 


With every blessing, 
Rev Steve 

Rededication of Farlington bells
We are just waiting for confirmation of the start time on the evening of Monday 22nd June 2026 when the Bishop of Selby, The Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield will be visiting St Leonard’s to preside at a service of rededication of the newly restored church bells.
More details to follow when have them.

Archdeacon Liz reflects on Matthew 10.24–39 for the Third Sunday after Trinity.    Ctrl & click here à   https://vimeo.com/1200457608 

Coming to church this week	  8.00am BCP Holy Communion at Sutton.
14 June	10.00am Holy Communion at Sheriff
	10.00am Morning Worship at Stillington
	10.30am Shortened Matins at Farlington
Coming to church next week	10.00am Holy Communion at Sutton
21 June	10.00am Morning Worship at Sheriff
	  6.00pm Celtic Worship at Marton

Reflection for Trinity 2 - Matthew 9.35-10.8 - Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon who is called Peter and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;  Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.
Reflection
The morning after I was made a Deacon in September 1969, I was walking passed the village school in Bengeo, Hertfordshire, and three little girls called out, “Morning sir!” I looked round to see who was following me, and realised that they were addressing me. I had never been called “Sir” before. I then realised that four years of study, essays, university and exams all had to be translated into everyman’s language. I was terrified!
But like our Lord, he knew what he was doing when he told his disciples to only go to the lost sheep of Israel; their fellow Jews. Jesus knew how they thought and the questions they would be challenged by.  He knew how their minds worked. The stories they told and the traditions they followed. Thankfully from an early age, the stories my family told, that I listened to on the radio as well as from school, I remembered because I couldn’t read properly, I needed glasses.
The great evangelist, St Paul had the same problem; yet what he lacked in vision, he made up for with insight into the love of God for his people, which Jesus showed them throughout his ministry.
Jesus calls us, not because we are perfect, but because he wants us to use our gifts, our experiences of love however large or small, he wants us to look around at nature, the world its beauty and diversity, and to use our imaginations which are guided by the Holy Spirit who offers us a living hope, a grounded faith, and forgiving love. Freely we too we have received these gifts, freely give.			Canon Robert Law 


A Prayer for the Holy Land:

O God of all justice and peace
we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.
Be with those who need you in these days of suffering;
we pray for people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land.
While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples.
Guide us into your kingdom
where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Ukraine:
God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence.
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to you for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen.
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Quiet Day

“Change &Transition:
A Celtic ChristianJourney”

St Mary’s Church, Marton in the Forest,
Stillington Road, YO61 INH

led by Rev Steve Whiting

Forest of Galtres Benefice

Sat 20th June 2026
9.30-3pm

“For surely | know the plans | have
for you,” says the Lord, “plans for
your welfare and not for harm,
to give you a future with hope.”

Jeremiah 29:11

Attendance is FREE and you can
come and go throughout the day.
Please bring your own picnic lunch
and garden chair. To book a place or
for more information please contact
martonintheforest@gmail.com





